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Please join us for this year’s 
EMHW Annual Business 
Meeting on Friday, Septem-
ber 7th, at the Congregational 
Church in West Medford. Our 
Keynote Speaker this year is 
Todd Katzner, Research Assis-
tant Professor at West Virginia 
University and a co-founder of Cellular Tracking Technologies, a wildlife telem-
etry company. Todd, one of the leading authorities on eagles and vultures world-
wide, will speak on Golden Eagles and Wind Energy in Eastern North America. 
Other activities include the vote for board members, information on fall sites, 
vendors, raffle prizes and refreshments. Please see page 2 for more detailed infor-
mation about the meeting. Hope to see you there! 
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After having written articles 
about Peregrine Falcons for the 
EMHW Newsletter, many happy 

memories of them and their progeny continue to delight my husband Dave 
and me. Over the years, certain chicks have endeared themselves to our 
hearts, with their individual antics and escapades. But perhaps the one that 
has the most interesting tale to tell, achieving celebrity status not only in Mas-
sachusetts but beyond, is “Ayer”. Haven’t you ever heard of her? Maybe not by 
name, but certainly by achievement, if you can call it that! She is the juvenile 
Peregrine Falcon of YouTube fame that brought down the White-faced Ibis. 
Remember her now? 

It all happened on April 26th, 2011, when Professor Mike Blust from Green 
Mountain College in Poultney, Vermont took his Ornithology class on a field 
trip to Plum Island in Newburyport, MA. They were observing a White-faced 
Ibis, which is an uncommon sighting for the island. Suddenly, Ayer appeared 
and took interest in the Ibis. Subsequently, a moribund dance between the 
two ensued for ten minutes and culminated with the Falcon attacking the 
Ibis. This did not end well for the rarity. Meanwhile, Professor Blust, who had 
been filming the Ibis, recorded the event amidst shrieking and hollering from 
the students, as they witnessed Nature’s brutal battle between life and death. 
Guess who won? Ayer did, of course. The YouTube video that captured the 
incident is not for the faint of heart. It is a depiction of what goes on daily 
with our wildlife, and the challenges they face. It was mentioned on YouTube 
that Ayer had a damaged eye, but this was not accurate. What was seen is a 

Message from the President
Ursula Goodine, President EMHW

Continued on page 7...
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Date: Friday, September 7, 2012

Time: 6:00 pm Social Hour
 7:00-9:00 pm Meeting & Keynote 

Place:  Congregational Church of West Medford 
 400 High Street, Medford, MA  (directions on page 7)

Keynote Speaker: Todd Katzner, Research Assistant Professor at West Virginia  
 University/Co-Founder of Cellular Tracking Technologies

Keynote Topic: Golden Eagles and Wind Energy in Eastern North America 

Todd Katzner, Research Assistant Professor at West Virginia University and 
a co-founder of Cellular Tracking Technologies (a wildlife telemetry com-

pany) is one of the leading authorities on eagles and vultures worldwide. Todd 
will speak on Golden Eagles and Wind Energy in Eastern North America:

“For thousands of years Eastern Golden Eagles have migrated unmolested 
from Canada to wintering grounds in the central and southern Appalachians. In 
the past decade a new potential threat has emerged on their migration pathways 
– wind turbines. Yet although turbines have killed hundreds of Golden Eagles in 
the western USA, there are no records of this species being killed by wind facilities 
east of the Mississippi and the degree of risk turbines pose to migratory eagles is 
almost completely unknown.

“In this talk, I will discuss multiple aspects of my team’s eagle research program. I 
will start by reviewing the status of golden eagles in eastern North America. I will 
then discuss three aspects of golden eagle movement ecology, evaluated by the 
new high-frequency GPS-GSM telemetry systems that our team has developed. 
Specifically I will touch on our analyses of flight speed of eagles, of response of 
eagles to changes in weather, and the response of eagles to changes in landform 
and topography.

“Golden Eagles are important because they are a good “umbrella” for conserva-
tion, such that protecting eagles delivers broad biodiversity benefits through pres-
ervation of habitats and ecosystems that support many other species. Although 
migration is the shortest period of the annual cycle, because landscape features 
concentrate raptors, small populations may be at risk during these periods if key 
areas are developed without attention to bird behavior. Our results suggest eagle 
migratory behavior puts them potentially at risk from inappropriately sited wind 
energy facilities and that eagle genetics and demography may put them at risk to 
emerging mortality threats.

“Finally, this talk will conclude with a discussion of both some of the new camera 
trapping studies my group has initiated and also a brief discussion of my work 
with red-footed falcons and other central Asian species.” 

Annual Meeting
Details and Description

Plus: Our annual business meeting including the vote for board members, 
information on fall sites, vendors, raffle prizes and refreshments!

Todd Katzner is head of the 
Katzner Lab at WVU, which focuses 
on conservation ecology. Current lab 
studies include non-invasive moni-
toring of critically endangered Asian 
vultures, the migration and ecology 
of Red-footed Falcons in central Asia, 
new world vultures as environmen-
tal barometers, eagle ecology in the 
California Desert, and interactions 
between development of renewable 
energy and migration of birds of prey 
in the central Appalachian Moun-
tains. 

Author or co-author of more than 
30 journal articles on raptors, Todd 
is also contributing author/editor 
of The Golden Eagle by Jeff Watson 
(2nd Ed, 2011), the classic study 
on Goldens, and is co-editor of The 
Eagle Watchers with Ruth E. Tingay. 
He also co-authored two chapters in 
that recent book. Todd’s most recent 
article “Dispersal, band recovery and 
causes of mortality in a reintroduced 
and rapidly growing population of 
Peregrine Falcons,” has been submit-
ted to the Journal of Raptor Research 
and should make for more interest-
ing discussion after the meeting.

Todd will be happy to autograph cop-
ies of The Eagle Watchers that  people 
might bring to the meeting. 
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Dear EMHW Members: I thought I would provide you with 
an update on how my kestrel nestbox project is going in 

north central Connecticut. Back in the spring, your Board 
voted to support my efforts with a $700 grant, specifically 
requested to initiate color banding with the adults and nest-
lings that are using my boxes this breeding season. The Ameri-
can Kestrel is a state listed threatened species in Connecticut 
and I felt it was important to contribute as much information 
as possible to the understanding of the post fledging dispersal 
movements of both the adults and nestlings, as well as begin 
collecting information on the site fidelity of both the adults 
and the young birds to their natal box sites and the surround-
ing area. Due solely to your support, this season I was able to 
begin color banding the birds in my project area. Each bird is 
color banded with a unique combination of color bands—up 
to 3 different colors. These color combinations represent the 
particular box that the bird either bred at (in the case of adults) 
or fledged from (in the case of the nestlings).

To date I have color banded 18 adults birds at their boxes and 
95 nestlings. I have 2 more boxes to go, so the total number of 

nestlings banded will be approximately 103. Those are really 
good numbers and should begin to provide me with the data 
that I need to begin putting some of the pieces of the puzzle 
together. The CTbirds listserve will be sending out a request 
that for the rest of this calendar year all Connecticut birders 
carefully examine any kestrels sighted for the possible pres-
ence of color bands and to report those color band sightings to 
me at sayers.tom@gmail.com. As my neighbors to the north, 
I guess it’s not out of the question to ask you folks to do the 
same. You never know. 

I have driven over 4,000 miles this season so far monitoring 
boxes, talking to landowners, banding, etc. and have only 
missed 11 days afield since March 10. Being able to observe 
and band over 120 birds has made it all so worthwhile. I look 
forward to attending your annual meeting in September to 
speak briefly about this year’s efforts. Please keep in mind that 
were it not for your generosity, I would have no idea who will 
be sitting on top of those boxes next spring. Maybe soon, we 
can start getting some answers. 

Connecticut Kestrel Nestbox Update
by Tom Sayers, Co-Founder, Northeast Connecticut Kestrel Project
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While a friend and I were birding in a swampy area, the 
conversation turned to what else: hawks and owls, of 

course. Soon a very large bird came into our view. Bins up 
quickly, and wow, there was a sub-adult Bald Eagle. Moments 
later, a dive-bombing raptor swooped down on the unsuspect-
ing bird—an Osprey was on the attack. Tables were turned 
on the Eagle, who had to maneuver or get hit. He avoided his 
assailant, but then out of nowhere, a fast diving, straight-in-
your-face bullet appeared on the scene. It was a Goshawk that 
had joined in on the fray. WOW! All three birds in one bin-
ocular field, I had never seen THAT before. You know the feel-
ing you get when you see that special bird, the one that makes 
you gasp at first sight? It really gets the blood flowing…don’t 
get me wrong, I love Eagles and Ospreys, but that Goshawk, 
well, that bird is not an everyday sighting. Heck, not even a 
monthly one, and some years, a complete miss.

The birds played with each other for about one minute before 
the Eagle flew off, the Osprey made his exit behind the swamp, 
and the “Wolverine” dove into the woods. What a day! My 
friend said that he knew where the Goshawks were nesting 
nearby, and did I want to go there? YES, PLEASE! He told me 
about the last time he was there, two weeks before. He had 
walked into the woods and came to the end of a path only to 
see a beautiful Goshawk sitting 75 feet up in a tree, right in 
front of him. The female screamed, making that loud cackling, 
“kye kye kye” sound that chills the body. Suddenly, the male 
came diving down on him from behind, swoosh! He looked 

up, and there SHE was, coming straight for him. After ducking, 
he turned and ran back down the path with the pair escorting 
him out of the woods. Lucky for him to have escaped!

A short drive down a bumpy road and through the woods we 
went to the nest site. Even water boarding wouldn’t get me 
to reveal this spot. So here I am with camera in hand, afraid 
to walk down the path, even if there was a pot of gold at the 
end of it. We were really quiet, I am telling you so quiet that 
the deer flies and other biting bugs didn’t even know that we 
were there. All the while, I have visions in my head of being 
ripped open, torn apart by the Goshawk. I haven’t been that 
afraid since the boogeyman lived under my bed when I was 
a kid. (I got him to move to my sister’s room.) Anyway, here 
I stand, a man afraid of a bird, and the bird’s husband. Now, 
that’s embarrassing! But, I really wanted that picture, just one. 
I wasn’t going to disturb her or her young, wouldn’t she know 
that? Heck no! We walked up the path and looked around…
nothing. A feeling of relief came over me, but did I still want 
that photo? Minutes later, still nothing. Oh well, that’s fine, 
maybe next time. Then all of a sudden, I heard it, that scream. 
Angry, scary and blood chilling, you know what I mean. We’re 
out of here! It took courage to back out slowly, when all we 
wanted to do was to run like the devil. We were being warned: 
get out, and don’t come back! The clearing in front of us looked 
like we were home and safe, yes safe. But then, she flew into a 

large pine overlooking her kingdom and 
us. She screeched again, for the last time. 
I forgot that I had a camera, I forgot to get 
that picture, I forgot everything but that 
vision as we walked out of her woods. 
What a bird! I’m not a small person, but 
I respected her enough to leave her alone 
in the world that she commanded. She 
had chased an Eagle, an Osprey, and a 
Bear (me) that day. That “Wolverine” of 
the bird kingdom was still in control of 
her domain. 

by Tom Graham, EMHW Board Member
Goshawk: The Wolverine of the Bird Kingdom

Photo courtesy of Shawn Carey  
(No photographers were harmed while 
taking this photo!)© Shawn P. Carey
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In the September 2011 newsletter, I wrote an article that 
described how my husband Dave and I discovered the Pere-

grine Falcon nest on the Tobin Bridge in Boston. This occurred 
after a 3 year search that finally culminated in locating the 
hideaway inhabited by this pair of Falcons. Happily, there 
were four chicks that hatched, three of whom were accounted 
for. The fourth went missing, and sadly, was presumed to have 
drowned in the Mystic River below. 

The first male fledgling, “Toby “, had crashed onto a local yacht 
club deck nearby. Once he was safely placed into an animal 
carrier by a Chelsea Animal Control Officer, Dr. Tom French* 
gave permission that the bird be placed in our care. Tom 
wanted to band the young one, so we met him in Framingham 
where this was accomplished later that evening. Because of the 
hour, we were hosts to our prisoner overnight. Having been 
aware that a Lawrence nest had only one offspring, I suggested 
that we take Toby to that location. This was done the next 
morning, and he was successfully adopted by the Peregrine 
Falcon parents there, and accepted by his foster brother. 

Three days after Toby made his first flight, the second fledg-
ling, a large female, landed on the bow of a docked boat at the 
same yacht club. How fortunate was that? She was named for 
the side of the Tobin Bridge where she made that abrupt land-
ing. “Chelsea” was feisty and didn’t appre-
ciate being held captive against her will by 
the Chelsea Animal Control Officer. Again, 
he was in contact with Tom, and the deci-
sion was made that we take custody of Chel-
sea, and bring her to our home overnight. 
The plan was to meet Tom in the morning 
so that he could band the young Peregrine, 
and then release her from the Tobin Bridge. 
The banding was completed, but the folks in 
charge of the Tobin Bridge refused to grant 
Tom access to an area where he could release 
her. Thankfully, he was able to liberate this 
precocious female from the top of a garage 
nearby. With hissing and menacing defi-
ance, she looked down at her captor ready to 
make battle, when all of a sudden, he liber-
ated her. (The inset photograph depicts her 
attitude perfectly.) Off she went, only to be 

by Ursula Goodine, President EMHW

Continued on next page...

Daughter of the Tobin Bridge

Tom French releasing Chelsea

scorned, threatened and attacked by an ever-growing num-
ber of seagulls. They weren’t dissuaded by her immaturity, but 
activated by her presumed predacious capabilities. There was 
no mercy, as they repeated their attacks on this unsuspecting 
target. Soon we lost sight of her, and the onslaught ceased. 
Because of the inaccessible commercial buildings surrounding 
the area, we could not see where she made her escape. Reluc-
tantly, we left unsure of her fate.

Happily, we returned during the next few days to see Chelsea 
in the company of one of her other siblings. This sister had 
apparently fledged successfully, so therefore never needed res-
cuing, and was not banded. They both were flying well now 
and were still being fed lovingly by their parents. There would 
be time for the hunting lessons that were sure to follow. So this 
was the last we saw of Chelsea, until…

March 3rd, 2012: we received an e-mail from Tom French. 
He had just received word that Chelsea had been trapped on 
the North end of Assateague Island in Maryland. This event 
occurred on October 6th, 2011. I can’t express how jubilant 
we felt with that news. She was alive and well, and had trav-
eled hundreds of miles when she was only 5 months old! We 
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Beginning balance (6/30/11) $ 10,735.03

 Income Expenses

 6.60 interest -1,415.58 annual meeting
 2,447.00 memberships (149 paid memberships) -146.00 conferences/memberships
 80.00 donations -700.00 donations
 390.00 raffle -191.00 canvas bags
 10.00 license frames -100.00 newsletters
 210.00 canvas bags -47.56 office supplies
 53.00 silhouette guides -44.30 business cards
   -294.80 postage/P.O. box
   -287.00 printing/photocopies

 $3,196.60 Total Income -3,226.24 Total Expenses

Ending Balance (6/30/12) $ 10,705.39 

“Daughter of the Tobin Bridge” (continued)

called Tom immediately to find out if there were more details, 
and he told us about a study that takes place there but did not 
have any more information. Tom said that this was the farthest 
south that one of his banded birds had been identified. Very 
exciting! 

We wanted to discover more about the circumstances, so we 
did some investigating. We learned that since 1970, there 
have been studies conducted by Earthspan, a non-profit orga-
nization, on the migratory patterns of Peregrine Falcons. 
Assateague Island is a well-known Raptor flyway, especially 
for the Tundra Peregrine subspecies (F. peregrinus tundrius), 
but also for the Continental subspecies (F. peregrinus ana-
tum). This research was pioneered, due to the catastrophic 
declines in those populations during the mid 1940’s, 50’s and 
60’s, which was attributed to the use of agricultural pesticides. 
It is well known that these contaminants played a signifi-
cant role in the reproductive failures of these birds, and that 
heroic measures took place to save the species beginning in 
the 1970’s. As a result of these breeding efforts, there was a 
gradual success, and more than 7,000 Peregrine Falcons were 
released in North America during a thirty year period. It was 
during this time that the annual Assateague surveys were initi-
ated and have been conducted at Assateague Island for the last 
42 years. The researchers trap the Peregrines, take blood and 
feather samples, and record weight and body measurements. 
This is essential in monitoring any changes that occur due to 
contaminants, infectious diseases, habitat loss, genetic influ-
ences, and other factors. U.S. Geological Survey lock-on bands 
are then applied to the un-banded birds. The data is subse-
quently distributed to collaborative scientists, who analyze the 

samples for their research. In October of 2011, the team of sci-
entists recorded 325 Peregrine Falcon sightings that resulted 
in capturing 77 of them, two of whom were banded. 

We were pleased to learn that Chelsea was one of those banded 
birds. Little did we know when she was first rescued that 5 
months later, she would fly hundreds of miles to Assateague 
Island to be trapped, man-handled, poked and prodded, all in 
the name of science! We can just imagine how unhappy she 
was with all of that intrusive behavior coming from humans. 
Had they no respect? After all, she was the Daughter of the 
Maurice Tobin Bridge, who had beaten the odds of fledg-
ing from the 150-foot high span that connected Chelsea and 
Charlestown with the Mystic River flowing beneath. This was 
the second encounter that she had with the mysterious giants 
who invaded her world again by interrupting the journey that 
she was created for. If Falcon looks can be interpreted, surely 
Chelsea’s dark eyes were saying, “so, be quick about it, and take 
your samples, damn it, then LET ME GO! “ 

Of course Chelsea got her wish, and she and the other 76 sub-
jects were released to continue with their journey to various 
unknown destinations. We have not heard any further news 
about “The Daughter of the Tobin Bridge”, but look forward 
to perhaps one day learning that she has returned to the area 
where she was hatched. Will she become one of a pair of Per-
egrine Falcons that will be breeding and nesting in our midst? 
Or, will she travel to some distant territory to find a mate and 
raise her family? We may never know. 
* Thomas French, PhD. Assistant Director, Natural Heritage & 
Endangered Species Program, Division of Massachusetts Fisher-
ies & Wildlife.

2012 Treasurer’s Report by Lynette Leka, EMHW Treasurer
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Directions (Annual Meeting)

Congregational Church of West  
Medford (400 High St., Medford):

From the North: Take I-93 South to 
exit 32. Follow Route 60 West (which 
becomes High Street) about 1.3 miles 
to church (on left).

From the South: Take I-93 North 
through Boston; take exit 32. Follow 
Route 60 West (which becomes High 
Street) about 1.3 miles to church (on 
left).

From the West: Take Route 2 East 
to Route 60 (exit 59). At end of 
exit ramp, turn left toward Arling-
ton. Continue on Route 60 (Pleas-
ant Street), through two rotaries 
(0.6 miles) across  railroad tracks 
(another 0.6 miles) continue 0.2 
miles on Route 60 (High St.) to 
church (on right).

Additional parking can be found at 
the back of the public school next to 
the church.

EMHW Tote Bags 
Available at the annual meeting 
for $15 each.

Natural color heavyweight canvas 
with navy gusseted bottom and han-
dles. Keyring retainer hangs inside 
bag. Multipurpose, large capacity, 
great for everyday use and gifts!

Five plus years ago, Jackie Boucher, a long-time member of EMHW and a tal-
ented artist, designed a gorgeous EMHW T-shirt, using photos of hawks taken 

by Shawn Carey. I have more raptor T-shirts than my wife thinks any sane person 
should, including about 5 EMHW shirts in all the colors available. I personally 
think it is the most attractive raptor T-shirt I have ever seen and great publicity for 
EMHW. I am not alone in that opinion. This past week in Chicago, I had several 
strangers stop me and ask where I got that beautiful T-shirt. That happens almost 
every time I wear one of the shirts out-of-state. Thanks, Jackie! (She also designed 
our new EMHW tote bags!)

The second call out is to EMHW President Ursula Goodine, who thought up, rec-
ommended, and implemented the EMHW license plate holders, with EMHW. We 
count!“ I do not believe how many people notice that plate holder and respond to 
it. When it was first released, I had them on my car as we vacationed in Maine. 
Someone in Maine. who knew Ursula was a hawk watcher but did not know that 
she had developed the plate holders, saw our car and called Ursula to find out who 
might have that car. There was only one car in Maine with the plate holder!

Last year, we were watching a peregrine eeyrie in Acadia, and the rangers and fel-
low hawk watchers all asked if I was the one with the “We Count!” license plate 
holder. Strangers really notice it, especially where there are lots of tourists. Two 
months ago Julie and I visited Cape May and Hawk Mountain, and multiple people 
at both locations commented on the license plate. Everyone knew instantly that I 
was a hawk watcher, and that we watched hawks in Eastern Mass. Thanks, Ursula!

(Only a few T-shirts are still available if you don’t already have one – primarily in 
Medium. License plate holders are free, but a modest donation towards their cost 
would be appreciated. EMHW Tote bags are available for $15 at the annual meeting. 
We have Ursula and Jackie to thank for developing the beautiful new tote bag!) 

by Paul Roberts, EMHW Board Member
Thank You to Two EMHW Members

Message from the President  (continued from pg. 1)

nictitating membrane that is an inner eyelid that covers and protects the eye dur-
ing some activities such as preening, bathing, etc. In this instance, it was activated 
while she was splashing in the water, drowning her prey. 

Ayer began her life hatching out of an egg on 05/04/10 in a Lawrence nest box. 
She was one of four chicks to hatch and the last one to leave the box. Fledging was 
purely by accident, as she fell when attempting to jump to a perch. She needed to 
be rescued, as she landed on the ground in a power grid transformer lot nearby. 
Luckily we found her and she was returned to the roof of the building. But that free 
spirit couldn’t be deterred. We found her early the next morning perched on a hose 
reel after a fledging attempt. Back to the roof again! Guess she learned her lesson, 
as there were no further incidents, and soon she was flying well and interacting 
with her siblings.  On 08/16/10, she was photographed by Phil Brown at Sandy 
Point on Plum Island. He also took a video of her and another juvenile Peregrine 
that was un-banded, as they were cavorting on the beach. It was wonderful to 
know that she had flown to the Island and survived the trip when she was only 3 
1/2 months old. She spent the entire fall and winter of 2010, and the spring of 2011 
on Plum Island, living off of the food that Nature had provided for her. Unfortu-
nately, on April 26th, 2011, it was in the form of a White-faced Ibis! 
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Thank You, Steve Olsen, EMHW President 2009-2011
by Ursula Goodine, President EMHW

As 2011 came to a close, I was nominated and elected by the Board of Directors to be President of EMHW, as Steve Olsen 
was going to step down from that role. It is always a challenge to accept such a position, as you never really know all that it 

entails until you are actually responsible to carry on in that capacity. Steve made it look effortless. 

Much of his tenure involved Mt. Wachusett, and the reconstruction that was a 2-year project. He, Paul Roberts, and I attended 
the initial Department of Conservation and Recreation meeting on January 25th, 2010 that included brainstorming sugges-
tions regarding the potential use of the Summit. Representing EMHW from a hawk watching perspective, suggestions were 
made about the proposed observation tower. Steve kept us informed about the progress of the project. As site coordinator of 
Mt. Wachusett, he still conducted our 2010 and 2011 fall migration Hawk counts on the Summit, despite having to hike up and 
down the mountain every time. He was joined by BOD member Ted Mara and others, and last fall, 75.5 hours were logged in 
and 2,564 migrating Hawks were tallied despite the conditions. Steve reported these numbers to the Birdhawk Archives, and has 
included them in our current Newsletter. 

In addition to conducting our BOD meetings, he and his wife Kathy have represented EMHW at the Joppa Flats Eagle Festi-
vals and have been ardent supporters of this organization. We thank you Steve for the many years you have been a member of 
EMHW, and especially for your three year tenure as President. We are glad that you will continue to be a BOD member and site 
Coordinator for Mt. Wachusett, and look forward to future contributions that you may make on our behalf. 

Two Lectures:  Wednesday, Sept. 5th and Sept. 12th  7-9 p.m. at Mass Audubon Habitat, Belmont, MA
Optional Field Trip:  Saturday, Sept. 8 (rain date Sept. 9th) – Wachusett Mountain or Pack Monadnock

The best time to see migrating hawks and see them best is from early September to early November. The time to see the most is 
in September, when you might see several hundred to several thousand (or more) on a great day, and as many as 10 or 11 species. 
If you’ve not seen hawks like that before, or don’t know how to find or identify them, take the “Hawks in Flight” course with Paul 
Roberts at Mass Audubon’s Habitat Sanctuary (Belmont). If you put off taking such a class before, this is your last chance to take 
this class with Paul, who is teaching it for the last time. 

The class consists of two lectures on Wednesday night, September 5th and 12th, from 7-9 p.m. The first lecture introduces thir-
teen species, describes how to identify them in flight, and how to find them. The second lecture introduces three late season 
migrants, and discusses the structure and calendar of migration; what to see when…and where…. Saturday, September 8th 
there is an optional field trip to Wachusett Mountain or Pack Monadnock to learn how to find and identify these birds in flight. 
(Rain date Sept. 9.) You can drive to the summit of both mountains.

For more information or to register, call 617-489-5050 or visit www.massaudubon.org/catalog , select “Habitat Sanctuary,” and 
enter appropriate dates. 

Hawks In Flight Class: Last Chance

Visit the EMHW website for details and directions to individual sites across Mas-
sachusetts. Also included on the website are a list of resources, field guides, and a 
printable copy of the HMANA Daily Report Form (DRF) you can take with you into 

the field so you can record your sightings. Whether you plan to spend a few hours, few days, or few weeks watching the movement of 
hawks at your favorite spot, it is important to record what you see. This information helps EMHW gather an understanding of raptor 
migration in our area. Send completed DRF’s to: Paul Roberts, 254 Arlington Street, Medford, MA 02155. 

Want to Go Hawk Watching?
Visit www.massbird.org/EMHW first
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Barre Falls Dam - Fall 2011
by Donna Schilling, Contributor and Counter

In 2011, Barre Falls hawk watchers recorded our second-highest 
fall count in ten years of coverage. Highlights included 5,902 

Broad-wings, 5 Golden Eagles, and new site records for Bald 
Eagle (78) and Cooper’s Hawk (198). Red-tailed Hawk totals were 
up 21% from the last five years reflecting a robust October flight 
for this species. Merlin (49) and Peregrine Falcon (15) counts 
decreased relative to 2010, but were average for the site. American 
Kestrel numbers were down slightly from 2011 and 18% below 
our 10-year average. 

Hawk watchers’ anticipation ran high on September 9 when Barre 
Falls’ full-time coverage began. We were quickly rewarded on the 
10th and 11th, when Ospreys, Sharp-shinneds, Broad-wings, 
and American Kestrels were moving under northwest winds. A 
cold front passage on September 15 dropped temperatures and 
switched winds to WNW for the following day. Broad-wings 
quickly responded with a flight of 779, and we crossed our fingers 
for a Big Day on Saturday, September 17. That morning, many 
enthusiastic visitors joined Site Leader Bart Kamp and regular 
observers Dave Grant, Donna Schilling, Don Gardella and Bill 
LaFleche for the second-best day in Barre Falls’ history. From 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Broad-wings filled the sky, sometimes kettling in 
all directions simultaneously. At day’s end, we’d tallied 4,456 rap-
tors! 

This impressive flight, which was shared at other watches 
throughout the Northeast, apparently swept up most of “our” 
Broad-winged Hawks. There was little migration observed until 
September 27, when partly cloudy skies with light east winds 
yielded 169 Broad-wings and the month’s high single-day count 
of Ospreys (38), Bald Eagles (10), Cooper’s Hawks (14), Red-tails 
(9), American Kestrels (18) and Peregrines (3). 

October was notable for weather anomalies: 80°F heat on Colum-
bus Day Weekend and the historic snowstorm on the 29th. 
Despite these challenges and fifteen days of measureable precip-
itation, we tallied 1,636 migrants for the month, with one new 
site record for October, 226 Red-tailed Hawks. Sharp-shinneds 
and Cooper’s Hawks passed in excellent numbers (792 and 111, 
respectively), and we recorded single Golden Eagles on October 
7 and October 25. 

We enjoyed above-average temperatures in November, but the 
month’s count was 35% below average and only 122 migrants 
were recorded. However, six days of hawk watching in early 
December produced 52 raptors, our second-highest December 
tally. December migrants included Northern Harrier (2), Sharp-
shinned (5), Cooper’s (2), Red-shouldered (5), Red-tailed (27), 
and Merlin (1). Two Golden Eagles on the 1st were a December 
record for Barre Falls. 

BARRE FALLS DAM HAWK WATCH
Fall 2011 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 50
Total Number of Hours 253

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 254

Osprey 165

Bald Eagle 78

Northern Harrier 50

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 1,189

Cooper’s Hawk 198

Northern Goshawk 4

Red-Shouldered Hawk 41

Broad-Winged Hawk 5,902

Red-Tailed Hawk 322

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 5

American Kestrel 158

Merlin 49

Peregrine Falcon 15

Unidentified Raptors 37

Total 8,467
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Mount Wachusett - Fall 2011
by Steve Olson, Mount Wachusett Site  
Co-Coordinator and EMHW Board Member

In comparison to the previous eleven years, the Hawk Count for 
Mount Wachusett was better for the fall migration in 2011 than 

in 2010. However, there were a variety of factors responsible for 
the low number of migrating birds. One major issue was the lack 
of eyes for spotting as the road to the summit was still closed to 
vehicle traffic when the migration count started on September 1, 
2011. The road was supposed to open on July 1, 2011 but because 
of construction delays, the road remained closed to vehicles until 
Columbus Day weekend. By mid-August, people could walk on 
the road but it still was faster to still use the trails to the sum-
mit. Another mitigating factor was the on-going construction of 
the new Fire Tower during the migration period. The result was 
that any migration occurring to the south side of the Summit was 
obscured. While the summit was accessible, the only way to the 
top was by using the extensive trail system that has been devel-
oped over the years. The fastest way up was the Pine Tree trail 
which is steep and rocky. Other trails do reach the top but they 
also meander quite a bit. So this factor alone kept people from 
doing a hawk count. 

Still, there were other factors that held the birds to a lower count. 
It was an unusually warm September with very few cold fronts 
moving through the area. With the lack of cooler air, one thought 
was that the migrating birds stayed to the North and flew West 
through upper New York State or southern Canada. Another fac-
tor was that the winds were not favorable for migrating birds. 
Many days, the wind blew out of the South or Southwest direc-
tion. The final weather factor that contributed to the fewer hours 
spent on the summit was the fair amount of days that were cloudy 
or rainy. While the 2011 Fall migration season was better than 
2010, it certainly wasn’t what Hawk Watchers had been anticipat-
ing. Hopefully, this coming migration season will be a reverse of 
last year.

The 2011 Fall migration watch was held from September 1 
through September 27 with a grand total of 2,564 birds flying 
over or around the summit. Last year, just as the previous year, 
the Broad Wing Hawks seemed to be moving during the sec-
ond full week in September. A total of 75.5 hours were spent on 
the summit with a number of volunteers making the trek to the 
top. Many thanks to Paul Roberts, Ted Mara, David and Ursula 
Goodine, Jack Miano, Dave Brown, Rod Chase and all the other 
folks who decided to take a hike. 

MT. WACHUSETT HAWK WATCH
Fall 2011 Season Totals

Total Number of Hours 75.5

Black Vulture 4

Turkey Vulture 1

Osprey 55

Bald Eagle 18

Northern Harrier 6

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 77

Cooper’s Hawk 9

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-Shouldered Hawk 0

Broad-Winged Hawk 2,364

Red-Tailed Hawk 0

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 5

Merlin 3

Peregrine Falcon 2

Unidentified Accipiters 0

Unidentified Broadwings 0

Unidentified Raptors 20

Total 2,564
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© Shawn P. Carey

MOUNT WATATIC HAWK WATCH
Fall 2011 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 6
Total Number of Hours 44.25

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 0

Osprey 42

Bald Eagle 20

Northern Harrier 5

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 92

Cooper’s Hawk 15

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-Shouldered Hawk 0

Broad-Winged Hawk 3,195

Red-Tailed Hawk 1

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 17

Merlin 4

Peregrine Falcon 1

Unidentified Accipiters 2

Unidentified Raptors 21

Total 3,415

Mount Watatic - Fall 2011
by Tom Pirro, EMHW Member and Former Mt. Watatic 
Site Coordinator

Thank you Tom Pirro!

As you know, Tom has been a long time EMHW Club and 
Board Member, and has recently stepped down from that 

position. We are mindful of his many contributions over the years, 
especially for serving as Site Coordinator for the Mt. Watatic Fall 
Hawk Watch. Just imagine how many miles his legs have traveled, 
hiking up and down that mountain during all that time! His dedi-
cation is exemplary, and we hope that he will be able to continue 
as coordinator and inspire others to join him. Thank you again 
Tom! 

© Shawn P. Carey
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Pinnacle Rock - Fall 2011
by Craig Jackson, EMHW Board Member and  
Pinnacle Rock Site Leader (crleja@yahoo.com)

After our second best fall hawkwatch at Pinnacle Rock last 
year, the year 2011 was much more disappointing except for 

one notable factor – we had an unbelievable number of adult Bald 
Eagles (13) pass by the site. Our previous high had been 4! Oth-
erwise, we had less than one–half the total number of hawks than 
last year. The only other raptor that increased in numbers was 
Turkey Vulture (10 birds seen this year, with only 3 last year). For 
all other species (except for Red-tailed Hawk), the numbers seen 
this year were half as many or less than 2010. Although Osprey 
and Northern Harrier showed very steep declines, Merlin was the 
real surprise. Whereas in 2010 we had seen 17 Merlins (matching 
the number of American Kestrels seen), in 2011 we saw none!

A good year at Pinnacle Rock usually has at least one day in which 
more than 100 raptors are seen. Not only were there no 100+ days 
this year, the two days with the most hawks were 10/10/11(44 
hawks) and 10/06/11 (43 hawks), and there were only two other 
days with more than 20 hawks seen.

September on the Rock is usually slow with only occasional big 
days. This year was even slower with only half as many hawks 
(30) as last year. Although a high-flying Peregrine on 9/25/11 liv-
ened things up a bit, the most notable sighting was not a hawk at 
all, but a Yellow-billed Cuckoo on that same day. 

October is almost always the biggest month on the Rock, and this 
year was no exception with almost 4/5 of the total raptors seen. 
However, in comparison with last year the numbers were very low 
– 193 raptors as opposed to 471. What was surprising was that a 
total of 13 Bald Eagles was seen, with 8 of those seen between 
10/2/11 and 10/10/11. Almost all except for the first two (almost 
fully adult) seemed to be full adults. Sharp-shinned Hawk is the 
most abundant raptor at this site, but although it again accounted 
for more than half the total number of hawks, the number seen 
this October (98) was far less than last year (268). A Raven was 
noted on 10/2, but given that they are now nesting in the Saugus 
quarry, this is no longer unusual. There were no large movements 
of water birds (Canada Geese, Double-crested Cormorants), and 
the highest number of dragonflies recorded was 26 (about half of 
which were Green Darners) on 10/9/10.

Hopes in November for a strong movement of Red-tailed Hawks 
never materialized, and only 12 Red-tails were seen migrating.

What might account for the huge drop-off in numbers this past 
year? Since the Pinnacle Rock Hawkwatch is essentially only 
conducted on weekends, weather on those weekends is a major 
determinant of the flight recorded. Pinnacle’s best flights occur in 
strong (4-5) NW winds. It is these winds that cause the hawks to 

PINNACLE ROCK HAWK WATCH
Fall 2011 Season Totals

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 10 

Osprey 7

Bald Eagle 13

Northern Harrier 6

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 121

Cooper’s Hawk 27

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-Shouldered Hawk 1

Broad-Winged Hawk 0

Red-Tailed Hawk 15

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 11

Merlin 0

Peregrine Falcon 2

Unidentified Accipiter 11

Unidentified Buteos 1

Unidentified Falcons 4

Unidentified Raptors 11

Total 240

Continued on next page...
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Pinnacle Rock Fall 2011 Hawk Watch
(continued)

migrate down the coast and then strike out toward the Rock as 
they approach Boston. On hawkwatch days there were no days 
with winds recorded that high (from any direction). In fact, 
the only day with sustained winds (level 3) from the NNW 
was 10/10/11.

Another question arises concerning our Bald Eagle count. 
Since almost all of these appeared to be full adults, how do 
we know that we were not double counting? Indeed, through-
out the fall, Bald Eagles were being reported at Mystic Lakes. 

Were we seeing the same eagle(s) periodically circling the 
area, or were they reporting the migrating birds that we were 
counting when they stopped at Mystic Lakes to rest/feed? 
Although I have been told that the timing was right for adult 
Bald Eagles to be migrating, the question remains, one that 
probably cannot be answered without radio tagging or other-
wise distinctively marking birds.

As always I would like to thank others who came to count with 
me.  Jack Miano was again a stalwart companion on most days 
of the hawkwatch and Dana Jewel and Bob Ghika also came to 
help on occasion. 

O n June 28, 2012, the Eastern Mass Hawk Watch had an informal meeting with Denise Morrissey, the supervisor of the 
Mount Wachusett State Reservation about the status of the continuing work on the summit of the mountain. Many mem-

bers and bird observers have not been to the top of Mount Wachusett since the road closed in October 2009. There have been 
significant changes to the summit since that time. 

First, the road to the summit re-opened to vehicular traffic in October of 2011 for two weeks. It has now been open since Memo-
rial Day Weekend 2012 and should remain open until the final weekend in October 2012. 

There is now NO parking on the summit where the old fire tower was located. It is a pedestrian area for walking and for handicap 
access. The new parking area is located below the summit and has approximately 60 spaces for parking. A small handicapped 
only parking area is located just below the summit.

As for the fire towers, there had been a significant change. The old fire tower, which dominated the summit for years, was dis-
mantled the third week of June 2012. There is certainly no indication that it ever existed. In its place is a brand new fire tower in 
the center of the summit. Around the base of the fire tower is 360° viewing area (observation deck) which will be available for 
public use within the next few months. It is ten feet high and will provide a better view of the horizon. This is the only public 
area that people can use on the fire tower. The fire tower is only open to authorized personnel. 

It is hoped that by the time the hawk migration begins in September that observation area will be open. Just remember, if you 
have any questions about Mount Wachusett, you can always call the DCR at the mountain: (978) 464-2987.  

Current Situation at Mount Wachusett
by Steve Olson, EMHW Board Member

EMHW is your organization: help us make it a successful one!

• Hawk Counts: Would you be interesting in helping with this year’s counts at any of the sites? Consider volunteering as a counter or 
assistant to one of the lead counters. Even one day’s commitment can be very helpful.

• Annual Meeting: Would you be able to help at the annual meeting? We’re always looking for assistance with any number of tasks at 
the meeting. Do you have an idea for a guest speaker for next year’s meeting?

• Website: Do you have photos of hawks or of people at any of the sites EMHW covers? Do you have suggestions for additional content 
or materials that could be added to the website? 

• Newsletter: Do you have an idea or article that could go in our newsletter? We welcome any submissions you may have for next year’s 
newsletter.

Contact Lynette Leka (lynette.leka@yahoo.com) for more information about any of these activities.

Get Involved in EMHW!
Whatever your skill or interest... 
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Barre Falls Dam - Spring 2012

Site coverage for March was down slightly compared to 2011 
(23 vs. 32 hours), while April coverage was the same at 68 

hours. Nevertheless, the number of raptors tallied for Spring 2012 
declined by 50% compared to 2011. 

Barre Falls’ hawk watchers were disappointed by this year’s dismal 
Broad-wing count of only 257, but truly dismayed by low numbers 
of Ospreys, Bald Eagles, Sharp-shinneds, and Red-shouldereds, 
all of which were also down approximately 60% compared to the 
site’s average over the previous five years. Red-tails (52 total) and 
American Kestrels (24) fared a bit better at about half of average. 
Only Northern Goshawk (4) and Merlin (4) were above average. 
Stunningly, only one Northern Harrier was observed this spring.

Weather conditions sufficient to deter observers from traveling to 
the watch site occurred throughout the two-month period. Win-
ter cold prevailed the first week of March; mid-month brought 
record high temperatures; while below-normal temperatures with 
gusty winds ended the month. The first half of April was dry and 
seasonable. Observers took advantage of the favorable conditions 
and recorded 80 percent of our spring flight from April 5 through 
April 18. Temperatures soared to a record high of 88°F on April 
16 and stayed above normal until the 22nd, when cool and rainy 
weather arrived during the final week of this year’s watch. 

BARRE FALLS DAM HAWK WATCH
Spring 2012 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 21
Total Number of Hours 91

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 29

Osprey 39

Bald Eagle 10

Northern Harrier 1

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 54

Cooper’s Hawk 16

Northern Goshawk 4

Red-Shouldered Hawk 5

Broad-Winged Hawk 257

Red-Tailed Hawk 52

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 24

Merlin 4

Peregrine Falcon 0

Unidentified Raptors 6

Total 501

→ For more details on the daily and monthly records 
and summaries of the hawk watch sites featured in 
this newsletter, be sure to visit www.hawkcount.org. ←

by Donna Schilling, Contributor and Counter
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Pilgrim Heights - Spring 2012
by Don Manchester, EMHW Member and Pilgrim Heights 
Primary Counter

It was a dismal spring for hours and hawks. The hawks would 
have been there if the weather had not been so bad. The weeks 

during what is the historical peak of the season, were whole 
blocks of three and four days of rain, drizzle, and strong easterly 
winds. The hours were similar to last year with fewer birds. One 
Mississippi Kite and two Black Vultures were the only highlights 
along with a Sandhill Crane that flew by three times in a two hour 
period! 

I would like to thank the volunteers that participated in the hawk-
watch. We would not have had hawks in the numbers we did 
without the “extra eyes”. 

PILGRIM HEIGHTS HAWK WATCH
Spring 2012 Season Totals

Total Number of Hours 229.5

Black Vulture 2

Turkey Vulture 783

Osprey 118

Mississippi Kite 1

Bald Eagle 22

Northern Harrier 6

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 150

Cooper’s Hawk 50

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-Shouldered Hawk 20

Broad-Winged Hawk 250

Red-Tailed Hawk 174

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 100

Merlin 47

Peregrine Falcon 12

Unidentified Accipiters 2

Unidentified Buteos 1

Unidentified Falcons 3

Unidentified Raptors 5

Total 1,746
© Shawn P. Carey
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Plum Island - Spring 2012
by Paul M. Roberts, Plum Island Site Leader  
(temporarily for 2011-2012) phawk254@comcast.net

Everyone who had enjoyed the 2011 hawk watch on Plum 
Island just knew in their bones we wouldn’t come close to it 

in 2012. Hawk watching, especially in the spring on Plum Island, 
just doesn’t work that way.  You can’t be lucky two years in a row. 
We weren’t.

In 2011, lousy weather in March was followed by ideal weather 
for almost all of April. We had five 100+ hawk days in 2011, with 
two 300+ and one 400+ day. All five 100+ days were after April 
16th! In 2012, we had four 100+ days, but only one 200+ day, and 
they were ALL before April 11. We had decent weather in late 
March and great weather in early April, followed by an unusu-
ally warm late April and May. We had a series of desirable “cold” 
fronts in late April that produced favorable winds but virtually no 
coastal hawk flights. 

Despite the absence of significant movement in the last two thirds 
of April and first half of May, we didn’t have a lousy migration. In 
fact, our total of 1,129 was the third highest total in seven years, 
matching our third highest hours of coverage, 135.25. We had 
our best season in seven for Broad-winged Hawk (1), Red-tailed 
Hawk (11), Golden Eagle (1) and migrating Snowy Owl (1). We 
had our second highest total of kestrels (713) and Northern Har-
riers (133).  The major disappointments were Osprey (20), Sharp-
shinned Hawk (131) and Cooper’s Hawk (7), which ranked 6th, 
5th and 6th respectively. 

It is worth noting that in the first three months of 2012 we had 
the warmest winter on record in Boston and for over half the 
United States, with almost no snow accumulation in many north-
ern states. April 2012 was the third warmest April ever recorded 
nationally. The three species that were the biggest disappoint-
ments for the spring are primarily late April/early May migrants. 
We tallied fewer than 200 hawks from April 15 to May 15, causing 
me to question if the mild winter and virtual absence of snow in 
much of the north and mid-Atlantic area meant that many rap-
tors wintered farther north than usual, so they had shorter dis-
tances to migrate back north in the spring. Furthermore, perhaps 
the warm weather in April gave birds better lift and more favor-
able winds than usual, combining to make the bulk of the migra-
tion unusually early. It is something to consider. Braddock Bay 
Hawk Watch near Rochester New York had one of their largest 
Broad-winged (and other) Hawk flights ever on April 16, at least 
a week to ten days earlier than their usual peak flights.  

PLUM ISLAND HAWK WATCH
Spring 2012 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 25
Total Number of Hours 135.25

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 27

Osprey 20

Bald Eagle 3

Northern Harrier 133

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 131

Cooper’s Hawk 7

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-Shouldered Hawk 0

Broad-Winged Hawk 0

Red-Tailed Hawk 11

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 1

American Kestrel 713

Merlin 53

Peregrine Falcon 6

Unidentified Accipiters 6

Unidentified Buteos 0

Unidentified Falcons 5

Unidentified Raptors 12

Other 1

Total 1,129

Continued on next page...
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Plum Island Spring 2012 Hawk Watch

(continued)

Plum Island Totals, Spring 2006-2012

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 Totals

Days 14 16 26 20 23 15 25 139

Hours 62.17 63.75 150.67 136.25 121.33 94.75 135.25 764

Black Vulture 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Turkey Vulture 4 9 29 44 18 12 27 143

Osprey 1 24 33 35 27 34 20 174

Bald Eagle 1 1 0 5 0 5 3 15

Northern Harrier 4 39 68 121 39 144 133 548

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 4 196 65 141 133 218 131 888

Cooper’s Hawk 0 13 12 18 9 25 7 84

Northern Goshawk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Red-Shouldered Hawk 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Broad-Winged Hawk 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 4

Red-Tailed Hawk 1 1 2 5 0 10 11 30

Rough-Legged Hawk 0 0 4 4 0 0 0 8

Golden Eagle 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

American Kestrel 73 224 671 672 305 1,206 713 3,864

Merlin 5 43 53 79 88 86 53 407

Peregrine Falcon 1 6 10 21 5 10 6 59

Unidentified Accipiters 0 3 1 2 5 3 6 20

Unidentified Buteos 0 0 2 0 1 1 0 4

Unidentified Falcons 0 4 0 2 6 2 5 19

Unidentified Eagles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unidentified Raptors 1 16 4 3 4 9 12 49

Other 1 1 2

TOTAL 95 580 955 1,154 640 1,766 1,129 6,319

Other Raptors

2009: 1 Eurasian Kestrel. Visual confirmation by 2 individuals. Record not accepted by Mass Avian Records Committee

2012: 1 Snowy Owl

My thanks to the following multi-day observers, without whom the watch could not be accomplished:  David Goodine, Ursula 
Goodine, Tom Graham, John Hazell, Craig Jackson, Ted Mara, and Bob Secatore. Special thanks to David, Ursula, Craig and 
Ted, who were site leaders many days. 
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Annual Election for Board of Directors
The EMHW Board consists of a minimum of nine directors. Three are elected by the membership each year to serve a two-year 
term, and each year the six elected directors appoint three “nominated directors” to the board for a one-year term. Last year Paul 
Roberts, Steve Olsen and Tom Pirro were elected by the membership as directors for a two-year term. The board met and elected 
officers for the year: Ursula Goodine was elected President; Shawn Carey, Vice President; Lynette Leka, Membership Secretary 
and Treasurer; and Steve Anderson, Recording Secretary. The board also elected Tom Graham to take the place of Tom Pirro, 
who had stepped down. 

EMHW members need to vote for three of the seven nominees to appoint them as Elected Directors for a two-year term. (The 
ballot is at the bottom of the membership form on the facing page.) Brief biographical information on each candidate is below.

Steve Anderson has been hooked on hawk watching since a friend told him about the spectacle of the fall 
migration seen from Wachusett Mountain back about 1982 or so. Some of his other interests include golf, 
kayaking and canoeing, camping in remote places, and strumming his old Gibson.

Shawn Carey moved to Boston from Erie, Pennsylvania in 1986 and now lives in Braintree. He has been a 
member of EMHW for over 15 years and has served on the board of directors for the past 10 years. His full 
time job is as operations manager for an event staging company (AVFX) in Boston. He’s taught wildlife pho-
tography for Mass Audubon over the past 15+ years..

Ursula Goodine is a longtime EMHW member and has volunteered for the Mass. Fisheries and Wildlife 
Department on various projects in the Commonwealth. An ardent participant in the Plum Island and Mt. 
Wachusett Hawk Watch sites, she provides EMHW information to site visitors. She helped represent EMHW 
at the Joppa Flats Eagle Festivals and the Mass. Audubon Annual Birder’s Meetings in Waltham. Ursula joined 
the Board in 2009, and was elected President of EMHW in November 2011.

Tom Graham began birding as a teen with his mentor, Paul Donahue, exploring Massachusetts from Cape 
Cod to Plum Island. Hawks were always his passion, and he had a Harris Hawk and a Grey Hawk as com-
panions when it was legal to own such birds. Each spring, he participates in the Plum Island Hawkwatch, and 
spends time in Harpswell, Maine, counting the Fall Hawk Migration with Paul Donohue. Tom was nominated 
to serve on the EMHW Board on June 10th 2012.

Craig Jackson has been a member of EMHW since its inception, and has been counting hawks even longer. 
After many years of hawkwatching from Breakheart Reservation, he began regular fall coverage of Pinnacle 
Rock in Middlesex Reservation with Dave Brown. He’s been on the Board of EMHW since 2005. Craig revi-
talized the Plum Island Spring Hawkwatch and has been its site coordinator since 2007, although the last two 
years university classes have forced him to cede the responsibility to others.

Ted Mara has been a nominated director for several years and an active hawk watcher at Wachusett in the fall 
and Plum Island in the spring.

Eric Smith has always loved being out in the wilds of Massachusetts and quickly combined that with photog-
raphy. He has been photographing seriously since 2003. Eric has been a nominated director on the EMHW 
board for several years, and is also on the steering committee of the Menotomy Bird Club.

That’s right, you can give a free membership to a friend or family member provided they 
are not already a member or a past member. Here’s how it works: just check the appropriate 
box on your membership renewal form and fill in the name and contact information of the 
person that you would like to receive a free membership. We will make sure they receive the 
club newsletter and add them to our e-mail list which will update them on EMHW events.

Give a Free EMHW  
Membership to a Friend!



Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone #: E-mail:

☐ I am a new member. ☐ I am renewing my membership.

☐ Contact me about helping at hawk watch sites. ☐ I would like to give a FREE gift membership to:
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Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail:

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts
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EMHW Board Member Ballot
Please vote for three (3) of the seven nominees to appoint them to serve on the Board as Elected  
Directors for a 2-year term. See the previous page for information about each candidate.

 ☐ Steve Anderson ☐ Craig Jackson

 ☐ Shawn Carey ☐ Ted Mara

 ☐ Ursula Goodine ☐ Eric Smith

 ☐ Tom Graham

Membership Dues:
Dues are for fiscal year September 1 through August 31 of the following year. Dues and gifts are NOT tax-deductible.

☐ Supporting $40

☐ Contributing $25

☐ Individual $10

☐ Additional Gift to EMHW $   

Total Amount Enclosed: $  

Please make checks payable to “EMHW” and mail with this form to: 
Eastern Mass Hawk Watch, PO Box 663, Newburyport, MA 01950 or bring with you to the Annual Meeting.
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Our sincerest thanks to Shawn Carey, Ursula Goodine, 
Tom Graham, Craig Jackson, Lynette Leka, Don  
Manchester, Steve Olson, Tom Pirro, Paul  Roberts, Tom 
Sayers and Donna Schilling for their contributions to this 
newsletter.

Newsletter Designer & Editor: Sabina Grady,  
Grady Creative Services, www.gradycreative.com

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

P.O. Box 663
Newburyport, MA 01950

Founded in 1976, Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch is an 
all-volunteer, member based organization whose mission is to 
promote the study, conservation, and preservation of hawks 
locally and on a continental scale by monitoring migration 
in Massachusetts; to share data for research and conservation 
purposes; to promote education and awareness of the identifi-
cation of hawks and the issues related to migrating hawks; and 
to instill an appreciation for hawks in general.

Our annual dues are only $10 and provide you with an annual newsletter which includes 
spring and fall hawk watch data. Additionally, the annual meeting alone is worth the value 
for we always provide exciting and educational speakers. We also host free identification 
workshop and other educational programs to which members get a discount.

To renew or to become a member fill out the form on page 19 and send a check made payable to Eastern Mass Hawk Watch, PO Box 663, 
Newburyport, MA 01950. Thanks!

Give a FREE membership to a friend! Just check the appropriate box on your membership form and fill in the name of the person that 
you would like to receive a free membership (provided they are not already a member or a past member). We will make sure they receive 
the club newsletter and add them to our e-mail list which will update them on EMHW events.

Dues are for fiscal year September 1 through August 31 of the following year. Dues and gifts are NOT tax deductible.

Not a Member?
Membership Lapsed?


