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Please join us for this year’s 
EMHW Annual Business Meeting 
on Friday, September 6th, at the 
Congregational Church in West 
Medford. Our Keynote Speaker 
this year is Dr. Brian Watts, 
the Mitchell A. Byrd Professor 
of Conservation Biology at The 
College of William and Mary. Brian is one of the leading experts on Bald Eagle 
breeding ecology and will speak about the “Eagles of the Chesapeake”. Additionally, 
Andrew Vitz, the Commonwealth’s new Ornithologist, will first address our 
membership on the subject of the “Massachusetts’ Breeding Bald Eagle Population”. 
Other highlights include Board Member Election, information on fall watch sites, 
refreshments, raffle prizes, and invited vendors. Please see pages 2-3 for more detailed 
information about the meeting, our guest speakers, and revised directions. We hope 
to see you there!
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CONGRATULATIONS BROOKLINE BIRD CLUB: 1913-2013!

From a humble beginning at the Brookline Public Library in 1913, the Brookline 
Bird Club is celebrating a momentous 100th anniversary year, having survived 2 
World Wars and the Great Depression.  

Bird conservation has been the mission of the BBC from inception, and that purpose 
has led to many alliances over the years. One such successful partnership with 
Mass Audubon led to the preservation of Plum Island as a State Bird Reservation 
to provide habitat for migrating birds. 

Decades of leadership have provided a list of prominent names in the birding 
community, including our own Paul Roberts, who served as President from 1983 
to 1985. Many active BBC members have been involved in collaboration with Bird 
Observer serving as editors and authors of articles pertaining to the avian world.

The hallmark of the club is the famous blue Bulletin that contains a treasure trove 
of experiences for members, under the guidance of seasoned leaders. For a century, 
thousands of excursions have delighted participants, and countless rarities have been 
discovered to the delight of birders nationwide. The immeasurable contributions 
that the BBC has offered continue to amaze and impress us. The Rare Bird E-mail 
Hotline, the BBC Website, and the Facebook Page, all aid in communication. These 
assets that have been developed are innovative and extremely valuable.

In friendship, Eastern Mass Hawk Watch congratulates the Brookline Bird 
Club for achieving this centennial celebration, and rejoices in the significant 
accomplishments that have been made during that span of time. As many of us are 
also members of the BBC, we all look forward to the next hundred years!

Message from the President

Ursula Goodine, EMHW President
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Date & Time: Friday, September 6, 2013 
 6:00 pm Social Hour
 7:00-9:00 pm Meeting & Keynote 

Place:  Congregational Church of West Medford 
 400 High Street, Medford, MA  (revised directions on next page)

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Brian D. Watts, Mitchell A. Byrd Professor of Conservation  
 Biology at The College of William and Mary

Keynote Topic: Eagles of the Chesapeake 

The Chesapeake Bay is a convergence area for bald eagle populations along the 
entire Atlantic Coast. In addition to a resident population, migrants move up to 
the Bay from the Southeast to spend the summer months in the Bay and migrants 
move down to the Bay from New England and the Canadian Maritimes to 
spend the winter. The breeding population supported by the Chesapeake is now 
the largest in eastern North America. This population has been monitored and 
studied for more than 50 years. The 40-fold recovery from lows in the early 1970s 
is one of the best documented conservation success stories in our nation’s history. 
In “Eagles of the Chesapeake” Brian will discuss eagle ecology within the context 
of one of the most productive estuaries in the world. He will talk about breeding 
biology, habitat requirements, nesting substrate, diet, population recovery, future 
threats and the outlook for the population moving forward. He will also discuss 
the role of the Chesapeake for migratory populations.

Annual Meeting
Details and Description

Plus: Our annual business meeting including the vote for board members, 
information on fall sites, vendors, raffle prizes and refreshments! 

Dr. Bryan D. Watts is the 
Mitchell A. Byrd Professor of 
Conservation Biology and Director of 
the Center for Conservation Biology, 
a research unit shared by the College 
of William and Mary and Virginia 
Commonwealth University. He 
received a B.S. from Virginia Tech, an 
M.S. from the College of William and 
Mary, and a Ph.D. from the University 
of Georgia. Watts co-founded and 
has directed the Center for 20 years 
and overseen more than 500 research 
projects, received 350 grant awards, and 
authored more than 250 publications. 
Current interests include winter 
sparrow community structure, bald 
eagle breeding ecology and population 
regulation, restoration of imperiled 
species, ecological economics, ecology 
of disturbance-prone species, threats 
to marsh-bird communities, passerine 
migration ecology, mitigation of 
hazards within urban landscapes, 
and the conservation of declining 
shorebirds. 

Special Short Presentation 
Massachusetts’ Breeding Bald Eagle 
Population 
by Andrew Vitz, State Ornithologist, MA 
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife

Drew Vitz, our new state ornithologist, 
will give a special short presentation 
on the history of Bald Eagles in 
Massachusetts. Drew will talk about 
their extirpation and their steady 
increase since their reintroduction, up 
through the 2013 breeding season. 

Andrew Vitz earned a B.S. from the 
University of Wisconsin and his M.S. 
and Ph.D from Ohio State University, 

studying the post-fledging ecology of forest songbirds. Drew worked four 
years as an avian ecologist for the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in 
Pennsylvania before becoming the Massachusetts State Ornithologist.

Revised directions at bottom of next page  à
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2013 Update on the Northeast Connecticut Kestrel Project
by Tom Sayers, Co-Founder, Northeast Connecticut Kestrel Project

The Congregational Church of West Medford, 400 High Street (Route 60), Medford 

 From the North:  Take I-93 south; take exit 32. Follow Route 60 west (which becomes High Street) about 1.3 miles to the 
church, which will be on your left.

 From the South: Take I-93 north through Boston. Take exit 31 west, onto Route 16/Mystic Valley Parkway to the light at Route 
38/Winthrop Street. Turn right onto Winthrop. One block north go 3/4ths of the way around the traffic circle, 
taking Route 60/High Street west about a half mile. The church will be on your left.

 From the West: Conventional wisdom is to take Route 2 east to Route 60. At the end of the ramp turn left towards Arlington. 
Continue on Route 60 east through Arlington center. You’ll eventually cross the Mystic River, then the B&M 
tracks, and the church is a few blocks farther on your right. HOWEVER, Route 60 and parallel highways 
leading east from Route 2 can be a parking lot on late Friday afternoons/early evenings in September. 
(Or going west in the morning towards Wachusett.) Members and friends coming from the west might 
actually arrive much sooner by taking the Mass Pike into Boston and taking Route 93 north, then 
following the “From the South” directions above. Or take Route 95/128 north to Route 93, and take Route 
93 south, following the directions “From the North”. Though both of these alternatives are longer, they 
could be much quicker. Either way, you do not want to miss this meeting!

Please note:  There are lots of convenient free parking spaces behind the school on the east (Allston St.) side of the church.

Directions to the Annual Meeting *** Newly Revised! ***

This has been quite a roller coaster ride this season. The very 
wet, cold spring pushed the timeline for box occupancy, 

breeding, and egg laying back a good three weeks. In addition 
to the weather issues, I had an unprecedented number of boxes 
with eggs in them abandoned due to very unusual, high degrees 
of human disturbance. In at least three cases, major farming and 
land clearing operations set up shop with millions of dollars of 
equipment within 20 feet of the box locations. Such is the life of 
a kestrel field researcher.

There are currently 58 nestboxes in the project, 23 of which have 
already fledged young or have nestlings/eggs in them. That will 
translate into somewhere around 100 nestlings fledged for this 
season. All young are again being banded with metal federal 
bands as well as plastic color bands to aid in identifying, from 
a distance, the natal nestbox site. Since the adult birds provide 
the most reliable information on natal site fidelity (4 out of 5 
nestlings never make it through their first year), I really focused 
on trapping adult birds this season. Those efforts have resulted 
in 57 adults trapped to date, 23 of which were recaptures. That 
is an amazing number of recaptures for one season. When the 
data from these recaptures is analyzed, it will greatly increase 
our understanding of the complex population dynamics at work 
with these threatened birds. 

In addition to the above, the University of Connecticut has been 
following my work closely and asked if one of their senior honors 
students could work with me this summer to do her thesis work 
on post fledging dispersal patterns within this population. We 

learned a lot 
from last year’s 
pilot year with 
telemetry, and so 
far this year the 5 
radios that have 
been deployed 
have been 
working great. 
The plan is to 
have a total of 10 
radios deployed 
by mid-July. We 
have absolutely 
NO idea where 
the nestlings go 
once they leave the immediate nestbox area. Hopefully, that will 
change after this summer. 

I began my box monitoring on March 8. To date, I have made 962 
box visits and driven 4,923 miles. All activity has been logged 
into an excel spreadsheet with over 2,000 rows of information. I 
can’t wait to spend the off-season analyzing this data. 

I would like to close by thanking all of you for your past and 
present support. Very little of the science behind this project 
would be happening if it weren’t for the support of groups like 
the Eastern Mass Hawk Watch. May all your winds this fall be 
from the north. 

© Tom Sayers
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The Cherry on Top
by Tom Graham, EMHW Member

Birding is a passion…and hawk watching is the cherry on top 
of the sundae. At least, that’s the way I see it. Not just a facet 

of birding, but the part that you look forward to all winter long. 
During the last weeks of March, I start thinking of the possibility 
of an Eagle or maybe, just maybe, a Gyrfalcon flying North over 
Parking Lot # 1 on Plum Island. Ah…great dreams, but the winds 
are really just not right. Still, I take a chance and head down there 
anyway. My thoughts are of Hawks and Eagles as I stand on the 
deck, waiting. After 3 hours of the chilling cold, I have only 4 
Northern Harriers. But, so what, the migration is starting!

On Northwest wind days, come hell or high water, I make sure to 
be at Lot 1, where quality time is spent with friends and strangers 
alike. We all have one thing in common…Hawks. To me, there 
is really nothing in life that compares with seeing a Merlin flying 
across the parking lot, streaming by at eye level with break 
neck speed. Yet, in my mind, it is like slow motion with every 
detail noted. Then a resounding “WOW” is heard, with all of us 
astonished by what had just happened. “Did you see that?” we 
ask each other.

First Kestrels and Harriers begin the parade. Then Ospreys, 
Merlins, Bald Eagles and Turkey Vultures join in, with more 
and more coming each day. Then, when the weather gets a little 
warmer, the Passerines appear with the Sharp-shinned and 
Cooper’s Hawks not far behind. Strong winds keep the Hawks 
flying low with fast moving speed that is amazing, breathtaking! 
Sometimes, they just whiz by out of nowhere, with only a whisper 
of a sound, and we yell, “WHAT was that?” 

The ones that we don’t see are Broad-winged and Red-shouldered 
Hawks. In the last 5 years, I have only seen one of each, migrating 
over Plum Island. This year, I had a really nice look at a Common 
Raven that was flying over Lot 1, a first for me. The April 2013 
spring migration had some really great days. They were the ones 
that needed ten sets of eyes, because the birds were coming 
through fast and furiously. 

In early fall, I travel to Harpswell, Maine, to count at a private 
hawk watching site. It is located on an island where the birds 
get funneled right down and over our heads. Plenty of Sharpies, 
Kestrels, Coops, Merlins, Goshawks, you name it, they are there. 

Even those Broad-wings and Red-shoulders that I miss at Plum, 
with a Golden Eagle or two added to the mix. Twenty or thirty 
Broadies will kettle up and start to fly towards the sea, but 10 
minutes later, they are back. They don’t like the idea of migrating 
over open water. All of this is heaven to me. 

I enjoy all birds; it’s a passion. But hawk watching is really 
something special. Besides the enjoyment received, we are helping 
with important information that is entered into a database that 
is analyzed and evaluated. Each year, I notice that we gain some 
new faces at Lot 1, all learning, counting and having a good time. 
I hope that our numbers keep growing; there’s nothing quite as 
nice as hawk watching with old and new friends. It is addicting 
and I am guilty as charged. 

Visit the EMHW website for details and directions to individual sites across 
Massachusetts. Also included on the website are a list of resources, field guides, and a 
printable copy of the HMANA Daily Report Form (DRF) you can take with you into the 

field so you can record your sightings. Whether you plan to spend a few hours, few days, or few weeks watching the movement of hawks at 
your favorite spot, it is important to record what you see. This information helps EMHW gather an understanding of raptor migration in our 
area. Send completed DRF’s to: Paul Roberts, 254 Arlington Street, Medford, MA 02155. 

Want to Go Hawk Watching?
Visit www.massbird.org/EMHW first

© Tom Graham
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I love April! It means the beginning of two of my favorite 
things. The Plum Island hawkwatch, and the opening of the 

Massachusetts Audubon Joppa Flats bird banding station. Both 
take place at the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge. Perfect 
April days for me start at the bird banding station and end at the 
hawk watch.

Imagine being packed and ready 
to leave your house an hour before 
dawn to arrive by sunrise. You have 
everything you need for the day: 
food, water, clothing. Be prepared 
for hot and cold weather as the day 
goes on. Wear comfortable clothes 
that you don’t mind getting dirty 
or stained. No buttons or zippers 
that stick out (they can get caught 
in the nets), and something to keep 
your hands warm; warm hands are 
important here. 

In the quiet stillness of the early 
morning you go out and unfurl the 
nets. Once the nets are open and 
birds begin to fly, the fun begins. If 
you are lucky, you may actually have 
birds on the way back. Extracting 
birds from the nets is a skill that 
takes practice, (lots of practice), 
patience, and persistence. Different 
species of birds present different 
challenges. Kinglets are small and 
delicate, while catbirds are usually 
tangled and squawking at you. 
Some birds will actually bite; think 
cardinals, finches, and towhees with 
those thick seed cracking beaks. 
Some are very vocal. You know you 
are a bird banding volunteer when a 
good hand washing is needed, and 
permanent berry stains adorn your 
clothes at the end of the day.

There is a delicate balance between 
having the nerve to extract a bird 
from the nets, being gentle enough 
not to harm the bird, and knowing 
when to ask for help from someone else. Volunteering at the bird 
banding station is not for the faint of heart, but it is for those 
who love birds and want to actively participate in a project that 
contributes to our knowledge of migrating birds, migration 
patterns and other factors such as the effects of invasive plants in 
the migration feeding areas. 

At the banding station you live by the timer. It is set at 15 minute 
intervals. While waiting, if it is a good day, there are birds to 
be processed. Some birds are straightforward and show all the 
indicators you need to process them. Some are more challenging. 
Decisions are made about species, age, sex, etc. in order to band 

a bird and record the information 
being collected. There are always 
experienced banders to help with 
tricky birds. Everyone is incredibly 
generous, teaching and helping 
each other. 

There are days when the nets are 
constantly full of birds and they 
cannot be processed fast enough. 
My first day at the banding station 
was a day like that, with bags of 
birds lined up on hooks. I thought 
it was always like that; I would learn 
later that it is not. When you are 
lucky enough to be at the station on 
those days, you remember it, like 
Christmas, and feel thankful!

On the days when it is not busy, 
you also live by the timer, hoping 
each time you set out on a net run 
that you will find birds. When you 
come back empty-handed, you 
set the timer again and wait. Even 
without birds to be processed, this 
is one of the most interesting times 
at the banding station. Much like 
a hawkwatch, people start talking 
about everything. I have learned as 
much about movies, recipes, and 
music there as I have about birds.

How many of us can say that one 
of our favorite things to do includes 
arriving before sunrise, wearing 
your grubbiest clothes, getting 
bitten, leaving with stains on your 
clothes and still having a good 

time?

The ideal time in spring means that I 
leave the banding station and go to parking lot 1, hoping hawks 
will be flying and the hawkwatch is on. Rounding the corner, 
I see people on the deck. There are birds coming in. I grab my 
chair and binoculars to join the crowd for another perfect day 
in April! 

Perfect April Days
by Maryellen Stone, EMHW Board Nominee

Prairie Warbler

Cedar Waxwing

© Maryellen Stone

© Maryellen Stone
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New Peregrine Falcon Pair
by Ursula Goodine, EMHW President

Last spring, a friend told Dave and me about a pair of Peregrine 
Falcons seen frequenting a building in a nearby town. Of 

course we had to investigate this possibility and, sure enough, 
we saw a Falcon perched on a pipe jetting out from the side of 
the edifice. Knowing that our spotting scope and binoculars 
would attract some attention, Dave spoke to the building’s 
security team and explained our purpose. That connection led 
us to an employee that had observed the birds, and said that the 
pair had lived on the building’s tower since 2012. They did not 
have any young that year, but were seen exhibiting courtship 
behavior again this spring, which was a positive sign. He took us 
to a better vantage point where we saw the unbanded male, who 
stood guard over his territory. The female was not seen; could she 
possibly be on eggs? We didn’t know the answer to that question 
but had high hopes. Contact was made with an administrative 
employee, and we explored the idea of having Tom French* 
make a site visit to assess the situation. We called that afternoon 
and gave him the pertinent information, which he acted upon 
immediately. Approval was given to either install a box or tray 
depending on the circumstances. Three days later, Tom and his 
team were on the roof, prepared for any scenario that they may 
encounter. The female had already produced two eggs that were 
lying separately on the black rubber roof. Her loud objections 
were heard everywhere as the team decided to place a tray on the 
spot. Tom positioned the eggs together, right on top of the gravel, 
which would provide insulation and drainage. 

We visited after the deed was done, to see the female in our scope 
for the first time. Her appearance was that of a young large bird, 
who was possibly experiencing her first breeding season. Her 
tarsus bore no bands, so there was no way to trace the origin of 
this pair. Weeks later, an employee doing work on the roof took 
a picture of the new Mother and three hatched chicks. We sent 
Tom the photo and scheduled a banding date with the facility 
manager and his crew.

Once we were all assembled that day, the building elevator took 
us only so far. We had to ascend several steep flights to gain access 
to the roof. As the hatch was opened, that familiar warning sound 
that Peregrines shriek when disturbed was heard loud and clear. 
And there SHE was, swooping down on the invaders, as each one 
of us emerged through the opening. The attack was relentless, 
and continued as Tom climbed into the nest area. He quickly 
handed up one chick after the other, who were placed in canvas 
bags. There were also two unhatched eggs, retrieved for analysis. 
It was decided to band the chicks directly on the roof, despite the 
persistent barrage now provided by both parents. Long handled 
nets were held above our heads for protection, as we were being 
bombarded. The sounds of flapping wings whizzing by were a 
constant reminder that we were not welcome! The young joined 
in the fray, voicing objections, as each one was taken from its 
cloth prison. A few white down feathers were removed from 
the chicks to be analyzed for mercury, and they were examined 
for lice. Once the black and green bands were placed on the left 
leg and the silver Federal band on the right leg, the victim was 
returned to the bag unharmed. Meanwhile, there was an attempt 
to net the adult female, but she evaded capture. Upon completion 
of the task, the chicks were returned to their lair, and the brigade 
retreated. 

That day evoked an interesting question. Were those two 
unhatched eggs the original ones that were found on the first 
visit? Tom suspected that the black rubber roof was too hot for 
the eggs, so they were rendered unviable. The female continued 
to produce 3 more eggs, and it is believed that they were the ones 
that hatched. The timely placement of the gravel tray may well be 
responsible for the success of this nest. It is hoped that this pair 
will continue to nest at this new location, and that they will reign 
over their territory for years to come. 
*Thomas French, PhD. Assistant Director, Natural Heritage & 
Endangered Species Program, Division of Massachusetts Fisheries 
& Wildlife.

© Dave Paulson

© Dave Paulson
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Remembering Our Friend, Betty Petersen 1943 – 2013

As many of you may already know, on June 4, 2013, Betty Petersen passed 
away; and with that, the birding community and EMHW lost a very dear 

friend. Betty was the Director of the ABA’s Birders Exchange program that 
over the years had collected donated and used equipment: binoculars, spotting 
scopes, tripods, laptop computers, field guides and other items all of which were 
distributed throughout Latin American and the Caribbean.

Charles D. Duncan, Director of the Shorebird Recovery Project and Director of 
the Executive Office of The Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network 
at Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences wrote of the program: “Birders’ 
Exchange must have studied the art of wizardry. With nothing more than 
donated birding equipment, books, and a bit of cash, they turn local communities 
and school kids into committed conservationists, struggling non-governmental 
organizations into recognized players on the international scene, and ‘paper 
parks’ into real protected areas. And in the process they remind us how rewarding 
it is to lend a hand when none is expected.” 

On a personal note, I have known Betty and her husband Wayne for about 20 
years now and have had the privilege of spending time with them on many 
occasions. Betty was truly a special person, one that was always caring, thoughtful 
and giving to others while trying to make a real difference in peoples’ lives. I can 
tell you she was a VERY GOOD cook, had a great sense of humor and enjoyed 
the natural world. While I am sad and will miss Betty very much, I am comforted 
by all of the wonderful memories and for that I am thankful. 

– Shawn Carey, EMHW Vice President

Those words are easily written, but their significance is found in the gratitude 
that we, the EMHW family, feel for the service that Phil has given. For many 

years, he has been the Web Master for the EMHW site that provides visitors with 
countless bits of information. One look at the pages therein instantly familiarizes 
one with not only the goals of EMHW, but with the various means of how they 
are implemented. If you want to read about the history of EMHW, there is a 
fine article written by Stephen Anderson. Do you need to find a place for hawk 
watching? Then check out the numerous spring and fall sites that are listed for 
your convenience. Are you interested in learning how to identify the Hawks that 
migrate through our Commonwealth? Then download a free copy of the Silhouette 
Guide, which is an essential and vital component of Hawk identification. 
So, how do all of these elements converge into one central site that embodies the 
art of hawk watching? Certainly, it is not by magic, although sometimes things 
appear that way. It is due to the diligence of Phil Brown, who accepts any project 
gladly, and responds, “enjoy!” when the task has been completed. Many times a 

request looks complicated to me, but Phil cheerfully gets to work, and voila, it is done! How does he do it, we ask? Or why does he 
do it, is a better question. I would like to pose those queries, even though the answer is simple. It is a way of contributing his unique 
and informative talents to our club. Phil is instrumental in promoting the interest in hawk watching over the Internet, thereby 
communicating our message to countless persons who are fascinated with the idea of witnessing hawk migration. We are grateful to 
him for being our Web Master: doesn’t that name fit him perfectly? Thank you Phil for all of your efforts on our behalf!  

Thank You, Phil Brown
by Ursula Goodine, President EMHW

www.massbird.org/EMHW
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Books: New and Noteworty
by Steve Olsen, EMHW Member

HAWKS IN FLIGHT (2ND EDITION)
By Pete Dunne, David Sibley, & Clay Sutton

In 1988, the first edition of Hawks 
in Flight was published and 

became an instant classic. However, 
there were several drawbacks to that 
edition. The photographs were in 
black and white and a number of 
sub-regional raptors were not 
included in the identification. In 

2012, the authors addressed these issues. The result is a 
stunning sequel equal to the original work. The most remarkable 
sign of the new birding era is that the California condor is now 
included in the new work. In the previous edition, it was listed 
as extinct. What a great comeback! Other raptors now included 
in the second edition are the Harris Hawk, Crested Caracara, 
Aplomado Falcon, and others. This is particularly good news for 
birders traveling in parts of the United States that they may not 
be familiar with. Of course, the final stunning result is the use 
of exceptional color photographs which have replaced the black 
and white ones of the previous book. The authors cite that the 
advancement of photographic technology has greatly enhanced 
raptor identification. A recent experience in identifying a Merlin 
proved this to me. So, without a doubt, this book is simply a 
stellar reference source for every birder and worth every cent. 

BALD EAGLE NEST
By Kate Davis

A few years ago, writer 
and photographer Kate 

Davis spoke at the annual 
meeting of the Eastern Mass 
Hawk Watch. At the time, 
she had just published her 
photographic journal entitled 
Raptors of the West. During 
her presentation, she discussed her new project 
about a nesting pair of Bald Eagles she was observing in 
Montana. The result is her recently published work about this 
eagle family and the four chicks that were born in the Spring 
of 2011. She had the unique opportunity to document their 
daily lives from their birth until they left the nest seventeen 
weeks later. Like her previous work, the photographs offer a 
remarkable look at life in a Bald Eagle nest. As one looks at 
these photos, the trials and tribulations of both the adult and 
juvenile birds become quite evident. Her efforts in this book 
are unique. Indeed, this book is just a pleasure to ponder. The 
scope and nature of this photo book are appealing both to the 
avid birder and the casual observer of birds. This would be an 
ideal gift for anyone with interest in Bald Eagles. This book is 
highly recommended. 

2013 Treasurer’s Report by Lynette Leka, EMHW Treasurer

Beginning balance (6/30/12) $ 10,705.76

 Income  Expenses

 4.07 interest 
 2,496.00 memberships (157 paid memberships) 
 175.00 donations 
 403.00 raffle 
 120.00 canvas bags 
 87.00 silhouette guides 

 $3,285.07 Total Income -1,150.75 annual meeting
   -181.00 conferences/memberships
   -1,100.00 donations
   -233.17 banner
   -644.24 newsletters
   -100.76 office supplies
   -191.21 postage/P.O. box

   -3,601.13 Total Expenses

Ending Balance (6/30/13) $ 10,389.70 
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Barre Falls Dam - Fall 2012
by Donna Schilling, Contributor and Counter

A robust flight, pleasant weather, and a dedicated group of observers 
lifted Barre Falls’ 2012 migration season well above the “average” 

that our numbers imply. While no records were broken, Ospreys (198), 
Red-shouldered Hawks (53), Red-tailed Hawks (378), and American 
Kestrels (174) all showed satisfying increases over 2011 and were 
above the site’s 5-year average for those species. The Turkey Vulture 
count also exceeded average by 26%. However, Northern Harrier (28), 
Sharp-shinned Hawk (846), and Merlin (37) counts not only declined 
relative to 2011, but were all well below their 5-year averages. 

Full-time coverage began on September 9 with site leader Bart Kamp 
and regular observers Dave Grant, Donna Schilling, Bill LaFleche, and 
Don Gardella. Northwest winds prevailed, and quickly yielded the 
season’s peak flight on Tuesday, September 11. Under partly cloudy 
skies, 2,140 Broad-wings kettled and streamed low overhead. With 
75% of this flight passing between noon and 5 p.m., we anticipated 
another great day on the 12th, and were rewarded with 788 Broad-
wings passing before 11 a.m.

After two days of clear skies with southwest winds, favorable migration 
weather resumed on September 15 and 16, traditional “big days” in 
Central Massachusetts. Observers eagerly scanned the puffy clouds, 
but Broad-winged numbers were modest, just 444 for the two days. 
Nevertheless, we recorded 12 species of raptors that weekend, including 
all three falcons and Barre Falls’ resident Northern Goshawks.

Broad-winged Hawks took advantage of another frontal passage on 
September 19 and 20. The two-day count of 677 was the last triple-
digit Broad-winged push of the season.

October 2012 avoided the extremes in weather experienced in 2011; 
temperatures were seasonable and precipitation below normal. 
Despite fewer observer hours, October’s total count of 1,626 raptors 
was 10% above the 5-year average and nearly identical to last year’s. 
Ospreys, which had been scarce in September, put in a fine showing, 
with 118 recorded. We tallied 275 Red-tailed Hawks, setting a new site 
record for October, and Red-shouldered Hawks tied the site’s single-
day record, with 19 counted on October 25. This season’s only Golden 
Eagle was observed on October 21.

Twelve days of hawk watching in November produced 138 raptors, 
highlighted by 8 Bald Eagles, 89 Red-tails, and 4 Merlins. A Rough-
legged Hawk, the site’s first in two years, brought the season’s species 
total to fifteen. 

BARRE FALLS DAM HAWK WATCH
Fall 2012 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 48
Total Number of Hours 254

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 361

Osprey 198

Bald Eagle 61

Northern Harrier 28

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 846

Cooper’s Hawk 179

Northern Goshawk 5

Red-Shouldered Hawk 53

Broad-Winged Hawk 4,730

Red-Tailed Hawk 378

Rough-Legged Hawk 1

Golden Eagle 1

American Kestrel 174

Merlin 37

Peregrine Falcon 20

Unidentified Raptors 69

Total 7,141

→ For more details on the daily and monthly records 
and summaries of the hawk watch sites featured in 
this newsletter, be sure to visit www.hawkcount.org. ←
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Mount Wachusett - Fall 2012
by Steve Olson, Mount Wachusett Site Co-Coordinator 
and EMHW Board Member

What a difference the changes on the summit of Mount Wachusett 
made for the fall migration of raptors in 2012. The physical 

changes at the site were impressive; the new fire tower was the highlight. 
The observation area towers above the summit by ten feet and affords 
a 360-degree view of the entire area in central Massachusetts. Of 
course, to the east is Boston, which is quite obvious on a clear day. 
Also on a clear day, Mount Greylock is evident. If one is lucky, the 
Battle Monument on the top of the mountain is visible with a scope. 
With the ten-foot increase in elevation, other closer landmarks are 
viewable and serve as good reference points; the four wind turbines 
in Gardner are an excellent example. Another impressive observation 
point is the Windsor Tower at Quabbin Reservoir, which is visible 
with a good set of binoculars. Access to the new observation area is 
very easy, with a paved walkway from the parking area. The walkway 
is also handicapped accessible, as is the ramp that leads to the tower’s 
observation area. The other distinct advantage is that the only vehicles 
allowed close to the tower are those public and private agencies doing 
official business at the site. It is a joy not to deal with the motorcycles, 
cars, and ham operators that used to congregate on the summit. 
Surprisingly, even on the busiest weekend of the fall hawk migration, 
the tower could handle all the people who wanted to observe the 
scenery as well as the birds. The actual construction of the observation 
area is quite solid. Because of this, scopes can be readily used for far 
distant observations. All in all, the first fall migration observation was 
a delightful experience.

The 2012 Fall migration watch marked a resurgence of Mount 
Wachusett as a major raptor observation area in the country. On three 
days, close to 1,800 Broad-Winged Hawks were counted. The overall 
number of raptors seen during the count period was greatly improved 
over the previous 12 years or so. The bulk of the migration occurred 
from September 10 to 20. However, the actual count period ran from 
September 2 to October 5. The hours spend observing jumped to 148.5 
hours. This was almost double the amount of time spent during the 
previous two years. The total count was 8,503 birds of prey. This alone 
is a remarkable increase considering that other Massachusetts sites 
didn’t have as many observations. There were some favorable factors 
that could be looked at. The actual observation changes were a likely 
factor. The weather and wind conditions seemed to be more favorable 
at the height of the migration. Another major change for 2012 was 
the sheer number of people who participated in the observation. For 
many it was a return to the site, which they hadn’t seen since 2009. For 
others it became a new and comfortable experience to hawk watch 
under very favorable conditions. As time progresses, word will get 
around that Mount Wachusett is once again a major site to observe 
the migrating birds of prey in September. And to all who observed in 
2012, praise yourself for a job well done. Eastern Mass Hawk Watch 
looks forward to seeing you in 2013. 

MT. WACHUSETT HAWK WATCH
Fall 2012 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 23
Total Number of Hours 148.5

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 0

Osprey 157

Bald Eagle 48

Northern Harrier 17

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 223

Cooper’s Hawk 97

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-Shouldered Hawk 2

Broad-Winged Hawk 7,777

Red-Tailed Hawk 4

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 57

Merlin 16

Peregrine Falcon 6

Unidentified Accipiters 22

Unidentified Buteos 1

Unidentified Falcons 1

Unidentified Eagles 1

Unidentified Raptors 74

Total 8,503

See a photo of the new Mount Wachusett Fire Tower on page 17!
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MOUNT WATATIC HAWK WATCH
Fall 2012 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 9
Total Number of Hours 48.75

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 15

Osprey 29

Bald Eagle 18

Northern Harrier 4

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 149

Cooper’s Hawk 30

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-Shouldered Hawk 2

Broad-Winged Hawk 2,126

Red-Tailed Hawk 2

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 19

Merlin 5

Peregrine Falcon 1

Unidentified Raptors 15

Total 2,415

Mount Watatic - Fall 2012
by Tom Pirro, EMHW Member and Mount Watatic Site 
Coordinator

The 2013 autumn season on Watatic was not a banner year by any 
stretch of the imagination, however, time spent atop the East 

summit of Mount Watatic observing the raptor migration is always 
cherished. Nine days of coverage for a total of 48.75 hours was one 
of the lowest efforts of coverage since the late- 1980’s. The number 
of passing raptors was a reflection of the coverage dates and hours. 
A season total of 2,415 raptors was below average. September 11th 
had the highest number of hawks with 931, of which 890 were broad-
wings, most of which passed in the afternoon. Often a late day flight 
may be followed up with an early flight the following day: essentially 
it’s the same “flight” being interrupted by darkness. Unfortunately, 
there was no coverage on the 12th so that hypothesis could not be 
followed up with any data. However Pack Monadnock, 14 miles to 
the north, had a fine day on the 12th with a total 2,401 raptors. Pack 
Monadnock also tallied 2,619 and 1,368 raptors on 9/17 and 9/20 
respectively, both days in which Watatic had no coverage.

I implore Eastern Hawk Watch members to consider setting aside one 
day, or part of a day, this coming autumn (between September 1 to 
October 31) to help cover the migration from atop Mount Watatic. 
Generally the hawk migration will take place between 9Am and 
5PM. It would be nice to paint a more complete “picture” of the hawk 
migration from this pretty hilltop in North Central Massachusetts. 
The hike to summit is a bit more than 1.1 miles with an elevation gain 
of about 600’. This modest hike, with proper pacing, leads to one of 
the best vistas in Central Massachusetts—not to mention one of the 
best hawkwatch sites in the northeast. You may find the following web 
sites helpful:

http://www.summitpost.org/mount-watatic/152287

http://www.wapack.org/

http://www.outdoors.org/recreation/hiking/hiking-essentials.cfm 

If you go, and no one else is watching…PLEASE send me your data: 
hours of coverage, wind/weather conditions and what you saw. 
Remember, scientifically speaking negative data (low numbers) is just 
as important as positive data (high numbers). Feel free to contact me 
at: tpirro2010@gmail.com. 
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Pinnacle Rock - Fall 2012
by Craig Jackson, EMHW Board Member and  
Pinnacle Rock Site Leader (jalecr49@gmail.com)

Pinnacle Rock, located in Malden, Massachusetts, can be a site 
where hawks, blown coastward by strong northwest winds, fly by 

at close distances. Although only manned on weekends, daily numbers 
can also be impressive, with the predominant migrants (generally 
about half the total) being Sharp-shinned Hawks, which mostly fly 
through in late September and October. Indeed, the Sharp-shinned 
Hawk count had averaged over 140 birds the past five seasons, with a 
high of 298 in 2010. 

In 2012, however, there were no strong northwest winds until 
November. As a result, total numbers were the lowest since 2006, 
although birds per hour were similar to past years. Only 172 total 
birds were seen, of which only 58 were Sharp-shinned Hawks! [It is a 
truism of hawk watching, that when there are not many birds flying, 
at non-paid sites hours tend to drop]. Thus, total numbers are often a 
more reliable indication of the success of a hawkwatch. 

Nevertheless, there were a few highlights. 5 Bald Eagles were second 
only to last year’s 13, and a very early (9/23) adult Red-shouldered 
Hawk flew by quite close, giving the observer a wonderful view. A 
Peregrine also gave a good, if very quick, look as it flew below the 
Rock, right under the observer. Most memorable among non-raptor 
observations was a wingtip-wingtip flight display by a pair of Ravens 
that left the observer awe-struck. 350 Double-crested Cormorants on 
October 6, and 150 Canada Geese on October 27 were also notable.

My thanks to Jack Miano who helped me count the few raptors we 
saw on several days, and also to Jim Cahill who helped out one day. 

PINNACLE ROCK HAWK WATCH
Fall 2012 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 16
Total Number of Hours 55

Turkey Vulture  7

Osprey 28

Bald Eagle 5

Northern Harrier 2

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 58

Cooper’s Hawk 24

Red-Shouldered Hawk 1

Broad-Winged Hawk 1

Red-Tailed Hawk 9

American Kestrel 14

Merlin 7

Peregrine Falcon 5

Unidentified Accipiter 4

Unidentified Raptors 7

Total 172

© Shawn P. Carey
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BARRE FALLS DAM HAWK WATCH
Spring 2013 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 17
Total Number of Hours 70

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 20

Osprey 95

Bald Eagle 9

Northern Harrier 13

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 62

Cooper’s Hawk 9

Northern Goshawk 1

Red-Shouldered Hawk 7

Broad-Winged Hawk 910

Red-Tailed Hawk 47

Rough-Legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 36

Merlin 1

Peregrine Falcon 2

Unidentified Raptors 8

Total 1,220

Barre Falls Dam - Spring 2013

Barre Falls’ spring count was well above 2012’s, and the number of 
raptors tallied was just about average for our site. In fact, using the 

“hawks-per-hour” measure, we enjoyed the most productive season in 
thirteen years of spring hawk watching! 

Broad-winged Hawks were the star performer, of course, with 910 
recorded. Ospreys (95) and Northern Harriers (13) were well above 
average compared to the last five years, while Red-shouldered and 
Red-tailed Hawks, along with the accipiters, were each about 40% 
below the 5-year average. Falcons, generally sparse inland in spring, 
logged average numbers for Barre Falls.

The first, eagerly-awaited Broad-winged appeared on April 13. The 
very next day, the raptor dam burst, and we tallied 356 Broad-wings, 38 
Ospreys, 20 Sharp-shinneds, and 11 American Kestrels. This was the 
earliest date this site has recorded such a high Broad-winged count. A 
week later, April 20, Barre Falls set another site record when observers 
tallied 340 Broad-wingeds. While not an outstanding total in itself, 
111 Broad-wingeds passed between 4:00 and 5:00 p.m., making it the 
site’s largest, late-day spring flight. Early morning lift-off the following 
day produced 65 Broad-wingeds in a bright blue sky.

Seasonable temperatures with light winds brought a total of 123 
raptors on April 26 and 27, concluding both the month and our spring 
season. 

by Donna Schilling, Contributor and Counter

© Eric Smith
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Pilgrim Heights - Spring 2013
by Donald Manchester, EMHW Member and  
Pilgrim Heights Site Leader

Well, there was one good thing to be said about an unusually dismal 
spring hawk count at Pilgrim Heights and that was the friendly 
participants and numerous and varied visitors encountered there; 
they made some of the bad days pass less painfully.

This season’s count was the lowest since the beginning of the hawk 
watch in both numbers of migrant raptors recorded and number of 
observation hours logged. The weather had a huge impact on us here 
on the coast. There were whole blocks of days when bad weather (lots 
of rain in May and June) and easterly winds shut the watch down 
completely. 

Not one Peregrine Falcon was recorded this year for the first time in 
the site’s records. However, three Mississippi Kites did pass by in May 
which brightened spirits. Unfortunately, there were also no unusual 
non-raptor sightings to report this year either; although, as always, 
this site provides incredible looks at migrating whales offshore.

Another bright spot is that there is always next year to look forward 
to!. 

Special: 1998-2013 Pilgrim Heights  
spring migration summary on next page...

PILGRIM HEIGHTS HAWK WATCH
Spring 2013 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 36
Total Number of Hours 127.5

Turkey Vulture 378

Osprey 61

Mississippi Kite 3

Bald Eagle 4

Northern Harrier 4

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 51

Cooper’s Hawk 21

Northern Goshawk 1

Red-Shouldered Hawk 4

Broad-Winged Hawk 224

Red-Tailed Hawk 52

American Kestrel 105

Merlin 22

Unidentified Raptors 1

Total 931

© Shawn P. Carey
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Plum Island - Spring 2013
by Ted Mara, Plum Island Site Coordinator 

The Plum Island spring hawk watch of 2013 had the best coverage 
so far, with 153 hours spent by volunteers. Available retirees have 

doubled the hours of coverage over the last six years. Migration counts 
were productive, until halfway through the season. As the weather 
pattern changed and pushed the raptors inland, it affected our coastal 
numbers. This year’s total raptor count was 1,089.

Light House point in Connecticut is the best location on coastal 
North America for raptor numbers. Plum Island comes in second 
for Northern Harriers (NH) and American Kestrels (AK). Plum 
Island had a record year for NH at 153, which is excellent, since this 
species is said to be in decline. AK is our biggest migrant, with 685 
birds tallied. That is the third highest total, but well behind our record 
of 1206 in 2011. Our Bald Eagle count of 8 is improving yearly. The 
Sharp Shinned Hawk (SS) numbers were a disappointment. These late 
migrants were directly affected by the changing weather. Seventy-one 
SS were well below the norm. Our biggest day was 4/9/13 with 404 
total raptors counted, as they migrated along the East coast. It was 
enjoyable watching Peregrine Falcons redistribute various ducks in 
the coastal marshes. Other highlights were a Coopers Hawk pursuing 
a yellow-shafted flicker, and Kestrels going after Kinglets. All in all, 
Plum Island is a great place to watch the avian migration.

Dave and Ursula Goodine, along with Ted Mara anchored the Lot 
#1 coverage. Many regular contributors also included Paul Roberts, 
Bob Secatore, Craig Jackson, Kathryn Chihowski, Tom Graham, Judd 
Nathan, Pete Duffy, Rick Heil, and Tom Wetmore. Other spotters 
were Tom Manders, Julie Roberts, John Hazell, Maryellen Stone, Jim 
Panaccione, Jerimiah Trimble, Doug Chickering, Eric Nielson, Jack 
Miano, and Eric Smith. We’d also like to thank Graham Taylor, Nancy 
Pao, Jim Panaccione, Matt Poole and Jean Adams, staff members 
of the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, for their cooperation 
during the Spring Plum Island Hawk Watch. 

PLUM ISLAND HAWK WATCH
Spring 2013 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 26
Total Number of Hours 153.25

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 24

Osprey 37

Bald Eagle 8

Northern Harrier 156

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 71

Cooper’s Hawk 16

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-Shouldered Hawk 0

Broad-Winged Hawk 0

Red-Tailed Hawk 2

Rough-Legged Hawk 1

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 685

Merlin 75

Peregrine Falcon 1

Unidentified Accipiters 2

Unidentified Buteos 1

Unidentified Falcons 5

Unidentified Raptors 4

Total 1,088

© Eric Smith
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Available at the Annual Meeting:

Hawk Silhouette Guide 
by Paul Carrier

The best time to see the most hawks is when they are migrating; however, 
looking at hawks in flight quickly reveals the limitations of standard birding 
field guides. Often you will see little more than a dark silhouette moving 
through a lighter sky. Colors and patterns of contrast might not be visible. 
What you can see are relative size, shape, and behavior. This has led to 
the development of introductory silhouette guides and the special flight 
identification guides that are very helpful in the field.

One such guide, presented by the NorthEast Hawk Watch (NEHW), is a 
two page reference for use in identification of hawks seen and counted at 
hawk watch sites throughout the Northeast and eastern US.  The graphics are 
beautifully done by Paul Carrier, with emphasis on identification of hawks as 
seen overhead.   

The guide facilitates comparison of the silhouettes among species; and the 
graphical details clearly enable comparison of adult features. This is an 
invaluable tool for learning hawk identification. It focuses attention on the 
key features of comparison: shape and identifying characteristics.

Laminated copies of the Silhouette Guide will be available for sale at the 2013 
EMHW meeting. 

Whatever your skill or interest...

EMHW is your organization: help us make it a successful 
one!

• Hawk Counts: Would you be interesting in helping with 
this year’s counts at any of the sites? Consider volunteering 
as a counter or assistant to one of the lead counters. Even 
one day’s commitment can be very helpful.

• Annual Meeting: Would you be able to help at the annual 
meeting? We’re always looking for assistance with any 
number of tasks at the meeting. Do you have an idea for a 
guest speaker for next year’s meeting?

• Website: Do you have photos of hawks or of people at any 
of the sites EMHW covers? Do you have suggestions for 
additional content or materials that could be added to the 
website? 

• Newsletter: Do you have an idea or article that could go 
in our newsletter? We welcome any submissions you may 
have for next year’s newsletter.

Contact Lynette Leka (lynette.leka@yahoo.com) for more 
information about any of these activities.

Don’t miss Steve’s description of hawk watching from  the  
observation platform on Mt. Wachusett’s  new fire tower - page 10!Get Involved in EMHW!
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Annual Election for Board of Directors
According to the EMHW bylaws, the Board consists of nine directors. There are six nominees on the ballot this year, with 
their biographies posted below. They are: Steve Anderson, Ted Mara, Steve Olsen, Paul Roberts, Eric Smith, and Maryellen 
Stone. Ursula Goodine, Shawn Carey, and Craig Jackson have been elected for two years, so their names are not on the ballot. 
The members are to vote for three nominees only, and those elected will serve a two year term. After the election, the six 
elected Directors will appoint three “Nominated Directors” to serve a one year term. Maryellen Stone’s name has been placed in 
nomination to replace Tom Graham, who has stepped down. The ballot is at the bottom of the membership form on the facing 
page.

Steve Anderson has been hooked on hawk watching since a friend told him about the spectacle of the fall 
migration seen from Wachusett Mountain back about 1982 or so. Some of his other interests include golf, 
kayaking and canoeing, camping in remote places, and strumming his old Gibson.

Ted Mara has been a nominated director for several years, and is an active hawk watcher at Wachusett 
Mountain during the fall season. He also serves as Site Coordinator for the Plum Island Hawk Watch in the 
spring.

Steve Olsen, a board member since 2007, has served as President from 2009 to 2012. He is also the Site 
Coordinator for the Fall Hawk Migration Count at Wachusett Mountain in Princeton, MA. Steve and his wife 
Kathy are avid birders and can be frequently found birding throughout the Southern New England area.

Paul Roberts founded the Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch in 1976, and has been a director for 37 years. 
He chaired the Hawk Migration Association of North America 1980-84, and served on the board again from 
2003-2011. Paul has been President of the NorthEast Hawk Watch since 1994. His leadership has led to the 
establishment of hawk watches at Wachusett Mountain, Mount Watatic, and Plum Island.

Eric Smith has always loved being out in the wilds of Massachusetts, and quickly combined that with 
photography. He has been photographing seriously since 2003. Eric has been a nominated director on the 
EMHW board for several years, and is also on the steering committee of the Menotomy Bird Club.

Maryellen Stone started hawk watching after taking a hawk workshop and field trip with Paul Roberts in 
the late 80’s. Her favorite spring sites are Pilgrim Heights in Truro and Plum Island in Newburyport. She 
is enrolled in the Mass. Audubon Society Birder’s Certificate Program, and volunteers at the Joppa Flats 
Education Center’s Bird Banding Station, located on the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge. Recently 
retired after thirty five years of teaching, Maryellen is looking forward to more time in the fall for hawk 
watching.

Current Officers:

President: Ursula Goodine

Vice President: Shawn Carey

Treasurer and Membership Secretary: Lynette Leka

Recording Secretary: Steve Anderson

That’s right, you can give a free membership to a friend or family member provided they are not 
already a member or a past member. Here’s how it works: just check the appropriate box on your 
membership renewal form and fill in the name and contact information of the person that you 
would like to receive a free membership. We will make sure they receive the club newsletter and 
add them to our e-mail list which will update them on EMHW events.

Give a Free EMHW  
Membership to a Friend!



Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone #: E-mail:

☐ I am a new member. ☐ I am renewing my membership.

☐ Contact me about helping at hawk watch sites. ☐ I would like to give a FREE gift membership to:
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IP Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail:

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

Membership Form
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EMHW Board Member Ballot

Please vote for only three (3) of the six nominees to appoint them to serve on the Board as “Elected  
Directors” for a 2-year term. See the previous page for information about each candidate.

 ☐ Steve Anderson ☐ Ted Mara

 ☐ Steve Olsen ☐ Paul Roberts

 ☐ Eric Smith ☐ Maryellen Stone

Membership Dues:
Dues are for fiscal year September 1 through August 31 of the following year. Dues and gifts are NOT tax-deductible.

☐ Supporting $40

☐ Contributing $25

☐ Individual $10

☐ Additional Gift to EMHW $   

Total Amount Enclosed: $  

Please make checks payable to “EMHW” and mail with this form to: 
Eastern Mass Hawk Watch, PO Box 663, Newburyport, MA 01950 or bring with you to the Annual Meeting.
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Our sincerest thanks to Shawn Carey, Melissa Lowe Ces-
taro, Sabina Grady, Ursula Goodine, Tom Graham, Craig 
Jackson, Lynette Leka, Don Manchester, Ted Mara, Steve 
Olson, Tom Pirro, Paul Roberts, Tom Sayers, Donna Schil-
ling, Eric Smith and Maryellen Stone for their contribu-
tions to this Newsletter.

Newsletter Designer & Editor: Sabina Grady,  
Grady Creative Services, www.gradycreative.com

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

P.O. Box 663
Newburyport, MA 01950

Founded in 1976, Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch is an 
all-volunteer, member based organization whose mission is to 
promote the study, conservation, and preservation of hawks 
locally and on a continental scale by monitoring migration 
in Massachusetts; to share data for research and conservation 
purposes; to promote education and awareness of the 
identification of hawks and the issues related to migrating 
hawks; and to instill an appreciation for hawks in general.

Our annual dues are only $10 and provide you with an annual newsletter which includes 
spring and fall hawk watch data. Additionally, the annual meeting alone is worth the value 
for we always provide exciting and educational speakers. We also host free identification 
workshop and other educational programs to which members get a discount.

To renew or to become a member fill out the form on page 19 and send a check made payable to Eastern Mass Hawk Watch, PO Box 663, 
Newburyport, MA 01950. Thanks!

Give a FREE membership to a friend! Just check the appropriate box on your membership form and fill in the name of the person that 
you would like to receive a free membership (provided they are not already a member or a past member). We will make sure they receive 
the club newsletter and add them to our e-mail list which will update them on EMHW events.

Dues are for fiscal year September 1 through August 31 of the following year. Dues and gifts are NOT tax deductible.

Not a Member?
Membership Lapsed?

Thanks


