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Please join us for this very special Eastern Mass Hawk Watch 40th 
Anniversary Meeting on Friday evening, September 9th, at our 

current location, the Woburn Elks Lodge in Woburn. Our Keynote 
Speaker this year is Bill Clark, world-renowned author, photographer, 
researcher and lecturer. Bill’s topic is “Raptor Migration Worldwide.” 
Other highlights include Shawn Carey’s slideshow depicting forty 
years of memorable photos, contributed by many longtime and more 
recent EMHW members, a light buffet and refreshment table offered 
before the meeting and during the break, the annual election of the 
Board of Directors, a listing of Fall Hawk Watch sites, and our famous 
EMHW Raffle. Please see page 2 for more detailed information about 
the meeting and guest speaker, and page 18 for directions to the 
Woburn Elks Lodge. We hope to see you there!! 
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Wind Turbines: State of the Art Killing Machines
Wind power is a great alternative to fossil fuel, but the 
value of this energy comes with a deadly price. The 
maximum speed of the gigantic blade tips is between 161 
to 180 mph. It is obvious that these turbines are killing 
birds and bats by the thousands; this is not a scientific 
accounting of the devastation, but a personal one. 
My husband Dave and I have been following Peregrine 
Falcons and their young for many years, and we have 
witnessed the destruction suffered by one particular 
family caused by a wind turbine. For several years, the MWRA Water Treatment 
Facility at Deer Island has been the home of the Peregrines, under the watchful eye 
of an employee and friend. In 2013, a nest box was installed by Tom French of Mass 
Fisheries and Wildlife and Norman Smith of Mass Audubon, which was then inhabited 
by a Peregrine pair in 2014. The resident male was banded in Providence, R.I., and 
the resident female was unbanded. They hatched two chicks successfully, but a tragedy 
occurred on September 28, 2014, when the adult male was killed by the island’s wind 
turbine. Sadly, this was not to be the only such event.
In 2015, a new pair entered the territory. The male was banded at the Whitehead Institute 
on May 18, 2012. In fact, we were present that day and also when he fledged! The female 
had been banded on the Tappan Zee Bridge, which connects Nyack and Tarrytown, 
New York on May 21, 2013. They occupied the nest box, and were rearing four healthy 
chicks, three males and a female, that Tom French tagged on June 9th. While flying 
back to her hatchlings with food, this parent was struck by the same turbine on June 
17th, and found dead on the ground with prey still in her talons. Fortunately, her mate’s 
instincts to protect and feed his offspring were strong and he was able to hunt and 
succeed in nourishing their chicks, with all four fledging well. 

continued on page 7 →
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New Fundraising Items! 

EMHW Hot/Cold Cup — $10 
This handsome hot/cold cup is not only useful, but 
displays one of our EMHW logos designed especially for 
us by Jackie Boucher, member extraordinaire! The raptors 
depicted in a kettle are familiar to all hawk-watchers, and 
remind us of our purpose. Besides having a leakproof 
cover, this 16oz cup can be used for hot or cold beverages. 
Its clear outside wall permits the user to see the contents 
inside a bright blue inner vessel, which presents a brilliant 
background for the design. 

EMHW Magnet — $5
This new and attractive magnet has been 
beautifully designed by Jackie Boucher, and 
can be used on your car or in your home or 
business to advertise EMHW and our web 
site. The spectacular Broad-wing image that 
appears on the magnet was taken by Shawn 
Carey, EMHW Vice President.

Date & Time: **FRIDAY**, September 9, 2016
 6:00 pm Social Hour & Light Buffet
 7:00-9:00 pm Meeting & Keynote 

Location:  Woburn Elks Lodge (directions on page 18)
 295 Washington Street, Woburn, MA 

Keynote Speaker: Bill Clark - Photographer, Author, Researcher and Lecturer

Keynote Topic: Raptor Migration Worldwide 

More than half of the species of diurnal raptors perform annual migrations, 
especially those in northern and southern latitudes. However, only in a few 
species will the entire population of that genus make the journey. Bill will discuss 
some of the locations on five continents where people regularly gather to count 
raptors, beginning with North America.
He will show some of the raptors observed at each site, present data tabulated, 
and give details of his personal experiences at some of these places. Most of these 
hawk watching areas are located where concentrations of raptor migrants usually 
occur. He will use many maps from Raptor Watch and present some data from 
Migration Ecology of Birds. 

Plus: Other highlights include the Annual Election for the Board of Directors, 
information on fall hawk watch sites, refreshments, raffle prizes, and invited 
vendors.

Bill Clark is a photographer, author, 
researcher, and lecturer and has over 
50 years experience working with birds 
of prey, including 5 years as Director of 
National Wildlife Federation’s Raptor 
Information Center. 

He has published numerous articles on 
raptor subjects; has traveled extensively 
world-wide studying, observing, and 
photographing raptors; and regularly led 
raptor and birding tours and workshops, 
both at home and abroad. Bill founded 
a new touring company, Raptours, in the 
1990’s, which catered to birders with a 
particular interest in birds of prey. The 
trips offered led to destinations that 
featured many varieties, spectacular 
concentrations, as well as rarely seen 
raptor species. Raptours is now being run 
by his colleague, Sergio Seipke, with Bill on 
the board of directors.

Bill has been living in the Rio Grande 
Valley since 2002, and regularly teaches 
evening and weekend courses on raptor 
field identification and biology for the 
World Birding Center and Valley Nature 
Center. He also frequently presents lectures 
on raptor subjects.

Bill has written a raptor field guide for 
Europe, and is writing two others for Africa 
and for Mexico and Central America. 
He is a coauthor of the Photographic 
Guide to North American Raptors and the 
completely revised Peterson series guide, 
Hawks. He has on-going research projects 
on Harlan’s Hawk, White-tailed Hawk, and 
Harris’s Hawk. His personal goal is to see 
and photograph all of the world’s diurnal 
raptors. 

Annual Meeting  Details and Description

Calling all EMHW Member Photographers:
Share your photos in our upcoming web photo gallery!

Details on page 9

Available at the Annual Meeting
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Seventy years ago North Americans knew very little and cared 
less about their birds of prey. Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, 

founded in 1934, helped raise awareness about hawks and owls. 
In the immediate post-World-War-II era several sustained hawk 
watches were established in eastern North America, including 
Montclair in New Jersey and Hawk Ridge in Duluth. Hawk 
watching slowly grew in popularity, as there were fewer and fewer 
hawks to look at. It was quickly apparent that the Bald Eagle, 
Peregrine Falcon and Osprey were nearly extirpated from the 
eastern United States. North Americans and some Europeans 
responded. In 1965, the Peregrine Falcon conference in Madison, 
Wisconsin focused attention on the threats pesticides played in 
the loss of the Peregrine and other raptors. The Raptor Research 
Foundation was founded in 1966, and the Peregrine Fund 
established in 1970 to help reintroduce Peregrine Falcons. In 
1971, several amateur birders in Connecticut – Don Hopkins, 
Neil Currie and Gerry Mersereau – established the New England 
Hawk Watch (NEHW; now the NorthEast Hawk Watch) to 
encourage people to document hawk migration through New 
England on two weekends each fall. They had 42 active lookouts 
for that first year, almost all in the Connecticut River Valley.

In 1973, Michael Harwood, author of The View from Hawk 
Mountain, invited those three; Joe Taylor, President of Hawk 
Mountain Sanctuary; Bob Arbib, of National Audubon and editor 
of American Birds; Jim Baird of Mass Audubon, and others to his 
home in Connecticut to plan a conference on hawk migration. 
The result was the 1974 North American Conference on Hawk 
Migration in Syracuse, New York, which drew 275 people from 
across the continent and ended with the formation of the Hawk 
Migration Association of North America (HMANA). Only 
months earlier in 1973, the Endangered Species Act had become 
law.

I began birding in the early 70s after returning from more than 
a year in West Africa and Europe. Julie, my new wife, and I had 
become hikers on our honeymoon out west and hiking introduced 
us to birds… and hawks. 

Around that time Don Hopkins from Connecticut spoke to 
the Brookline Bird Club about the NEHW and the opportunity 
to learn more about hawk migration and populations in New 
England. In September 1974, we were hiking on Pack Monadnock 
in New Hampshire when we met Ken Folsom, who was standing 
on the peak of South Pack looking for migrating hawks! Incredible 
what strange things people do. He told us an organization had 
been formed to count and report migrating hawks and share 
count data on a North American level: HMANA. 

That September Julie and I went on a hawk watch trip led by Tom 
Gagnon to the spot to see hawks in Massachusetts, Mount Tom. 
The small observation tower was jammed with people, elbow to 
elbow, when a stream of 2,400 Broad-winged Hawks peeled low 
and slow over the tower. They were so close that people dropped 
their binoculars to watch in silent awe. When the hawks had 
passed, the birders erupted in spontaneous applause. Julie and I 

had never, ever imagined anything like this. We didn’t appreciate it 
at the time, but our lives had just been changed, dramatically. 

We began looking for migrating hawks on our mountain hikes, on 
Mt. Monadnock, Pack Monadnock, Mt. Watatic and Wachusett 
Mountain. Ironically, when we began looking for hawks in 
September and October, we often saw some. One incredible day we 
saw several dozen endangered (???) Peregrine Falcons flying along 
the Pack Monadnock saddle. Only later did I realize we had seen 
similar-sized Broad-winged Hawks, gliding on pointed wings. 

In Spring 1976, I began soliciting every birder I knew, and many 
I didn’t, to volunteer to do a day or two of hawk watching in the 
fall. The western portion of the state east to Quabbin Reservoir 
was already covered by NEHW, so I targeted the rest of the state 
east of Quabbin, starting the “Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch 
(EMHW).” We covered three sites that fall. The first day Dick 
Butler, a great birding friend, had 632 hawks at Wachusett, the 
most ever documented in eastern Massachusetts. That fall we also 
hawk watched on Plum Island, with surprisingly little success. 

In 1977 we started spring watching at both Plum Island and 
Wachusett and focused increased attention on covering Wachusett 
in the fall, when we had coverage on 19 days for 83 hours, reporting 
3,302 hawks. Once we started reporting hawks, more people went 
looking. No one really knew much as to where hawks might be 
seen and when, so people hawk watched at a number of sites across 
the eastern half of the state, including Cape Ann, the South Shore, 
Great Meadows, the Cape, Horseneck Beach, and many back yards. 
People were documenting where hawks were (and were not) being 
seen.

The next quantum change came on September 13, 1978, when 
a handful of hawk watchers, including Nancy Clayton, Leif 
Robinson and I, witnessed rivers of Broadwings streaming high 
across Wachusett from horizon to horizon for several hours. When 
we reported a flight of 10,086 hawks, Massachusetts birders were 
incredulous. Thank god we had witnesses. That day changed our 
lives, and EMHW.

Birding had been growing dramatically as a hobby, a pastime, 

EMHW at 40
by Paul M. Roberts, Founder

Paul and Julie on Mount Monadnock in the 1970s
Photo courtesy of Paul Roberts

continued on next page→
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an addiction. Now many new birders began hawk watching. 
Massachusetts had a very small tradition of hawk watchers, 
including Archie Hagar, Francis Elkins, and Nancy Claflin, but 
none had any idea that something like September 13 was possible. 
More people went hawk watching. Coverage increased and we 
averaged almost 10,000 hawks at Wachusett over the next several 
years, while we explored for other potential hawk watching sites 
in the state. 

The world changed again in 1982, when we had an incredible 28,920 
hawks over 277.50 hours on 47 days at Wachusett, highlighted 
by 19,912 Broad-winged Hawks on September 13. That was the 
largest Broadwing flight ever reported in New England until then. 
Literally hundreds of people crowded the Wachusett summit on 
weekends in mid-September.

I had recruited the coverage, compiled all the data on my 
typewriter (using whiteout), and sent out spring and fall reports 
to everyone who reported any hawk flights, all on my own nickel. 
Hawk watchers thought it was time to form a club, charge dues to 
cover all the printing and postage, and bring speakers on hawks 
to an annual club meeting.

During its first decade the watch had 5-15 different sites covered 
on several weekend dates, in additional to near daily coverage 
at Wachusett. Mt. Watatic had been identified as an important 
site, but we did not have adequate presence there until Thom 
McCullough began observing it in 1987. In 1989, 10,546 hawks 
were seen at Watatic in 182.2 hours of coverage over 28 days. Don 
Manchester, with Melissa Lowe, began collecting data at Pilgrim 
Heights in North Truro regularly as a spring site in 1998 (sporadic 
coverage had begun in 1982). Barre Falls was established as a fall 
reporting site by Bart Kamp and Donna Schilling in 2000, and 
later a spring reporting site, with some of the most consistent 
coverage in New England. Barre had 16,896 Broadwings in 2002, 
and a total of 19,708 hawks for the season, with a spectacular 
11,445 Broadwings on September 15, 2013.

It was clear that people could see many more hawks in the fall 
than in spring, but there were some spectacular spring flights and 
coverage as well. Wachusett’s best spring flight was 637 hawks on 
April 23, 1991, including 568 Broadwings. At Plum I had 339+ 
American Kestrels on April 12, 1978, an incredible spring total 
exceeded on April 20, 1995 when 550 kestrels were seen. Pilgrim 
Heights had 409 hawks, including 288 Broadwings, on May 5, 
1987, and 220 sharpies on May 4, 2010. And then there was April 
6, 2011, at Plum, when we saw 56 Northern Harriers, including 28 
adult males – Gray Ghosts – at or below eye level, along with 306 
kestrels, 10 Merlins, and 2 Peregrines. 

The big days I’ve reported here are one of the most exciting 
aspects of hawk watching, but what is more important is the total 
numbers of hawks seen with extensive coverage at many sites from 
year to year. Data from one site is not a clear indication of raptor 
population trends. Data from many geographically dispersed sites 
can be our best barometer. All our EMHW data is entered into the 
NEHW database, for the most comprehensive annual report on 
hawk migration on the northeast, and into the HMANA database 
for North America (HawkCount), so the data gathered over 

EMHW at 40 (continued from page 3)

decades (including negative data) helps scientists more accurately 
assess raptor population trends.

Happily, over the past forty years we have documented the return 
from the edge of extinction for several species of raptors. In our first 
six years, we averaged 1 Bald Eagle per year and 0.16 Peregrines 
at Wachusett. In 2014 we reported 189 Bald Eagles at Wachusett 
(including 39 in one day) and 39 Peregrine Falcons! Bald Eagle and 
Peregrine Falcon counts and breeding populations in New England 
are approaching or exceeding historical baselines. Cooper’s Hawks 
have returned and surged, and breeding Merlins have invaded New 
England. For over two decades the Broadwing count at Wachusett 
had been significantly lower than in the 1980s, but we saw 35,070 
Broadwings in 2013 at Wachusett, including flights of 14,471 and 
12,272 Broadwings three days apart, something I had thought I 
would never see again in my lifetime (or yours). 

Certainly, as a group raptors have done better population-wise 
than most families of birds, especially neotropical migrants. But 
some raptor species are declining, like Northern Harrier, and I 
believe Sharp-shinned Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, and American 
Kestrel. We need continuing coverage at historical sites, and the 
establishment of some new key sites, to keep tracking migration 
and population trends. 

As I look back on forty years, I am struck by several things. How 
lucky I am to have Julie as my wife, especially because neither of 
us had any idea how much hawks would affect our lives. She has 
been incredibly tolerant and supportive, and she designed our 
first logo and t-shirt. Second, I still get excited to see every single 
hawk. However, I am perhaps most struck by the people I have 
met and hawk watched with, from Dick Butler and Nancy and 
Alden Clayton, to Don Hopkins, Neil Currie, Mike Harwood, Bill 
Gordon and many, many more. Every time I see hawks now, I see 
them with “shadows.”

We all owe so much to the hundreds of people who have contributed 
to the life and success of Eastern Mass Hawk Watch over four 
decades and to a greater understanding of raptor population 
trends and raptor conservation. To the people who have taken 
responsibility for organizing and covering sites, and serving as 

continued on next page →

Paul masquerading as an Osprey
Photo courtesy of Paul Roberts
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EMHW at 40 (continued from previous page)

directors and officers of EMHW. To Jackie Boucher for her many incredible artistic contributions to our efforts. 

I am struck by how much just one individual (beyond your partner, descendant or boss), can alter and enrich your life. Don Hopkins and 
Mike Harwood changed the course of my life dramatically. Individuals – you – can make an incredible difference in our world, in our 
conservation efforts, in our lives. EMHW has been fortunate to have so many talented people volunteer to serve the club and hawks in so 
many ways. Your current EMHW board embodies that spirit and leadership.

Looking back is emotionally moving. What is more important, however, is looking forward. EMHW, NEHW, HMANA, and raptor 
conservation in general need your continuing commitment. Rapidly advancing telemetry will enable us to learn more about individual 
hawk’s capabilities and migration, but population data for many will continue to be best provided by systematic migration counts. There 
are many challenges to current raptor populations, from the euphemistically labeled “take” being authorized for wind farms, to loss of 
breeding and wintering habitat and migratory stops in between. The challenge to conserve and protect birds of prey is not over. 

For the second time in a week, a Mississippi Kite was seen in 
North Truro in June 2016. It’s well known that Pilgrim Heights 

in the Cape Cod National Seashore is the best place in the state 
to see this rare and hopelessly graceful southern hawk. We know 
this thanks to the work of a rare breed of birder. You might think 
you know birders: vest-wearing, obsessive, bespectacled men of a 
certain age. Or the archetypal “little old lady in tennis shoes.” But 
there’s a subculture of the birding world you may not be aware of: 
hawk guys. 

Hawk guys aren’t into warblers, or sparrows, or—god forbid—
doves. They are into hawks. Counting hawks, identifying hawks, 
photographing hawks, trapping hawks. If it’s predatory, tough, 
fast, and has talons, hawk guys are into it. Birds that are not hawks 
they refer to as “hawk food.” They might seem grizzled and poorly 
socialized from long hours of solitude counting migrating hawks 
up on some lonely ridge. I know of what I speak; years ago, I 
spent two seasons as a fall hawk counter in Westchester County 
New York. Every morning I climbed a thickly wooded trail up 
to a ridge-top counting site and did nothing but count migrating 
hawks for 8-10 hours. Days sometimes passed between visitors. 
Let’s just say you spend a LOT of time inside your own head as a 
hawk counter. But I still loved that job.

Mass Audubon Wellfleet Bay has our very own hawk guy in 
the form of long-time volunteer and native Cape Codder Don 
Manchester. Don has been at the helm of our spring hawk 
count since 1999, where he has helped document these spring 
Mississippi Kites and other migrant raptors. Between March and 
late June, when the wind is right, Don drives from Sandwich to 
Pilgrim Heights in North Truro. I looked at the numbers recently, 
and Don has spent more than 5000 hours spanning 1100 days at 
the watch site, where he’s counted over 32,000 migrating raptors 
of 20 species, including vultures, hawks, eagles, and falcons. We 
have literally hundreds of volunteers at Wellfleet Bay, but Don is a 
true outlier, in that there’s no one else who can or would do what 
he does for us.

I should make it clear that Don is a lot more than a hawk guy. He 
is a skilled all-around birder, and keeps good track of other species 
like the cuckoos, bitterns, warblers, swifts, and swallows that 
migrate by or breed at the site, and oddities like the Sandhill Crane 
that passed by last spring. He also notes the whales and seabirds 
visible out over the ocean from his high perch above the dunes. 
Don even knows his butterflies, and records them when the hawks 
are slow. But at his core, he is first and foremost a hawk guy—so 
much so that he makes a pilgrimage each fall to Cape May, New 
Jersey, dubbed the Raptor Capital of North America, to coincide 
with peak falcon migration in hopes of seeing over 200 Peregrine 
Falcons in one day.

On days with southwest winds, Don will be at Pilgrim Heights 
through the end of the month, so go on up and say hello. I promise 
you’ll get a friendly hawk guy grunt in reply. You might get more 
than that if you want to talk about photography, fishing, or horses. 
But if you want to play it safe, and maybe end up with an instant 
friend, I’d recommend talking about hawks. 

This article is a transcript of the June 8th episode of the “Bird Report,” 
Mark’s weekly essay on Cape and Islands bird life, which airs each 
Wednesday on the Cape and Islands NPR station, WCAI.

Hawk Guys
by Mark Faherty, Science Coordinator,  
Mass Audubon Wellfleet Bay Wildlife Sanctuary

Don Manchester Getting Ready for Action
Photo courtesy of Shawn Carey
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It isn’t hard to tell if you are a hopeless hawk watcher, but let’s 
review some of the ways you might be able to tell.... in case you 

are still in denial.

All the favorites on your weather app are hawk watch sites.

You check the weather weekly, daily, and hourly to see which way 
and how fast the winds are blowing at your favorite hawk watch.

If the winds aren’t good at your first preferred site, you check 
other sites and calculate the added time and distance to get there.

You actually know the preferred winds (and speeds) at numerous 
locations within 2-3 hours of your location. (The amount of hours 
that you are willing to travel to a hawk watch site correlates with 
your hopelessness.)

You may come down with a sudden bug, requiring you to miss 
work, based on a good flight forecast. (Yes, these are the people 
who prefer not to be on the list!)

If you must work, you plan work appointments around the local 
hawk watch site.

You plan the errands that your spouse needs you to do around the 
local hawk watch site. Again, these are people who prefer not to 
be on the list.

In the spring you have a hawk watchers’ tan... your nose, cheeks 
and your hands, only up to the wrist, are kissed by the early spring 
sun and of course, the wind. (Please remember your sunscreen!)

The last (insert number here) book(s) you read were about raptors 
and/or hawk watching.

On your nightstand are hawk field guides, raptor ID guides and 
travel brochures to places that have well-known hawk watch sites. 

You have told your family that you will not attend weddings, 
christenings or other optional social occasions in April, May, 
September or October.

Any vacation plans in the months of hawk migration must include 
a day, or two, or three, at the best local hawk watch site.

Vacation plans are built around visiting a hot hawk watch site, 
even better if there is a conference or a gathering of hawk watchers 
at the same time.

You would never, ever, ever schedule dentist or doctor’s 
appointments, auto service or any optional appointments during 
the months of April, May, September or October. If for some 
reason you have an appointment during this time you have been 
known to cancel if there is the possibility of a good flight. On 

the other hand, if there is bad weather or bad winds, you know 
the importance of getting these mundane tasks done so they don’t 
interfere with the important things in life. 

You have a drawer full of t-shirts, hats, and other clothing and 
accessories with hawks on them. This number is second only 
to the clothing with hawks and hawk watch sites, conferences 
or gatherings on them. Some of us—not just women—can add 
raptor-related jewelry and bling that we wear proudly to show our 
devotion to and love of raptors. 

In your car you carry all the clothes and accessories necessary 
for any kind of weather and conditions that could possibly be 
encountered at a hawk watch. 

Your car also has the items that contribute to your comfort at the 
hawk watch: a chair, comfy chair cushions, a blanket, plenty of 
food, water and snacks. Additionally, you have at least one, and 
possibly more, raptor field guides.

Your Facebook feed is filled with hawk watch reports and raptor 
nest pages.

Your email is filled with hawk count reports and emails from 
other hawk watchers telling you what you missed, or didn’t, and 
prospects for the site the next day. 

You only do laundry and other housekeeping chores on bad wind 
or bad weather days.

You eat a lot of takeout in April, May, September and October. 

At the end of each season you spend a week or two recovering: 
cleaning your house, doing laundry, paying bills, changing the oil, 
catching up with family, and non-hawkwatching friends. 

You always know the exact number of days until the next hawk 
watch season begins. Wait, wait, it’s another day closer...see you 
there!  

How to Know If You Are a (Hopeless) Hawk Watcher...
by Maryellen Stone, EMHW Board Member

 © Maryellen Stone
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Horribly, in a matter of weeks, two of the four juveniles would face the same fate as their Mother. One of the young males was found dead 
at the base of the turbine on July 10th. As if this news wasn’t shocking enough, his brother was decapitated by the blades on August 6th, 
the same day that Tom French called to say that their male sibling was killed in an unrelated incident by a plane at Logan International 
Airport. The only survivor from that nest was a female, who had been named “Rachael Carson” at the banding. 
The valiant courage that the adult male had exhibited gave us hope that he would find another mate the following year. The nest box was 
relocated to a different place, away from the wind turbine, with the hope that the Peregrines would use a different route when flying back 
and forth to their home. In 2016, we were elated when a new female arrived and courtship rituals were taking place. However, on April 
25th, 2016, the body of that breeding male, who had persevered through such adversity, was found in pieces beneath the turbine. Those 
vicious blades had struck again. Our hearts were broken by this unintentional but nevertheless brutal carnage.
The only glimmer of happiness that the 2015 nesting year provided to those who followed this family was when Tom French was notified 
that “Rachel Carson” had been photographed and identified by her bands near Nyack, in the Rockland County of New York, on April 21st, 
2016. Ironically, this location was nigh to where her Mother had been hatched on the Tappan Zee Bridge nearly three years before! She 
had traveled to where her roots began, so was she drawn there by some inexplicable force, or was it just a matter of chance? 
What a victory she has claimed over the odds that condemn some hatchlings to their destiny, when the statistics show that only one in 
four will survive their first year of life in the wild. In the case of Deer Island, those calculations were accurate, and that sad commentary 
continues to be a challenge for this population. 

Message from the President/Turbines (continued from page 1)

Like all of you, I love raptors. Of all the avian species, birds of 
prey hold our attention with wonder and awe, especially during 

the spectacles of their flight. The flap-flap glide of the accipiter, the 
powerful stoop of the falcon, and the lazy soaring of the buteo. I 
travel to Florida each year in February to look and marvel at all 
bird species, but hawks are the real reason. Snail Kite, Swallow-
tailed Kite, Crested Caracara, and Short-tailed Hawk: these are 
birds that can’t be seen here in Massachusetts, unless you get really 
lucky. But in Florida, I have seen these birds and studied them for 
seven straight years now. Well, to be honest I only had the Short-
tailed Hawk twice, but both times were five minute views, and in 
hawk watching that’s a long time. 

One of my stops is Cape Coral to see the Burrowing Owls which 
are great to watch. I have seen them, Great Horned, Barred, and 
Eastern Screech Owls all there within a one-mile radius. What I’m 
getting at here is how far I will go for the birds I love.

Upon return, I look forward to mid-March at Parking Lot 1 on 
Plum Island, when the raptor migration will begin. Starting with 
the Harriers, which are mostly grey ghost males, followed by the 
ladies. Next are Eagles, then Falcons, and by May, the accipiters. 
It is always fun counting Sharpies and Coopers Hawks, but you 
have to be on your game to separate the species: that’s what the 
challenge is. Kestrels and Merlins are fun at times too, but the 
oohs and aahs you get out of the quick flying Merlin makes it a 
memorable moment, and believe me that’s only how long you get 
to see one, a moment.

Of all the years I have been counting Hawks at Plum Island (and 
that would be at least 10 years), I have only seen one Golden Eagle. 
That was a few years back, when I saw this large bird flying down 
over the marsh and yelled “eagle” but not sure which kind. Paul 
Roberts, who was there, got on the bird and became very excited. 

He jumped into his car saying “I think it’s a Golden!” He sped out 
of the lot; I think he might have broken the 30-mile an hour law, 
but I’m not sure. His car was out of sight as the bird was flying to 
the west across the marsh. I had good looks and will never forget 
that day. When Paul got back fifteen minutes later and declared 
that it was a Golden Eagle, that was a first for me at Plum. What a 
day! 

Other rarities include Broad-winged Hawks; I have only seen two 
there. Sure, in the western part of the state they appear in kettles, 
but only two flew over the Island. Some have had a Red-shouldered 
Hawk there, but not me...yet. For five years now, there’s been a pair I 
hear frequently around my house in New Hampshire, but I’ve only 
seen them once in a while. Two things I’ve noticed, their plumage 
is much darker than the birds in Florida, and there aren’t as many 
here. In the Sunshine State, you can’t go a day without seeing them, 
they are everywhere. Nice!

What I’m really getting at is, like all of you, I love raptors. In the 
words of a fellow hawk watcher, no name but she knows who she is: 
I like warblers too, especially in the talons of a hawk. 

Raptor Love
by Tom Graham, EMHW Member

 © Tom Graham
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As summer 2015 was winding down, I had managed to talk 
myself into spending a full week in September doing nothing 

but climbing rocks and counting hawks. At the encouragement of 
my EMHW friends, I had it in my mind to try and help re-establish 
Mount Watatic as a top hawkwatch site for the upcoming fall 
season. The challenge 
ahead seemed daunting 
but thrilling: could I 
apply a single season 
of hawkwatching 
experience, atop a 1,800 
foot mountain, for a full 
week? Eager and edgy, 
I set off on a cool fall 
morning to start my 
adventure.

The solitude and 
isolation of Mount 
Watatic is its main draw. 
Weekends might gather 
some small crowds of 
day-hikers with dogs 
in tow, but most of the 
time the mountain is 
quiet, serene, and uncomplicated. The shimmering lakes of the 
region glisten like sapphires from high above. Whether birds are 
moving or not, the summit offers pristine views and a refuge from 
the bustle below.  

The East Summit of Watatic is the best spot to see hawk traffic, as 
the sky opens up to reveal the stunning rolling green of eastern 
New England. The rocky interior of Massachusetts levels off east of 
Watatic, as the naked eye can view the distant Boston skyline some 
45 miles away. Twenty miles north is the looming peak of Pack 
Monadnock, while 15 miles due south lies Wachusett Mountain. 
With eyes at Watatic, these three sites form a tremendous gate 
for migrating Broadwings to pass through on their way down the 
Appalachians. 

There are two main routes to the summit with several different 
names, depending on who you ask - but to me there was only 
the long way, or the short way. The long way was a 30- to 
40-minute moderate hike, with varied terrain and some relaxing 
flat segments. The short way was closer to 25 minutes, but full of 
steep, rocky steps that demanded more sweat and stubbornness. 
Depending on your priorities, either route makes for easy access 
to the rewarding summit.

The climate at nearly 2,000 feet is never truly predictable. During 
my week, there were moments of oppressive heat, shrill winds, 
and impenetrable fog; but mostly it was a picture-perfect New 

England September. A day on Watatic requires a few simple 
staples: water, lunch, sunscreen, and some layers. 

Atop the mountain, I met the best hawkwatching guide one 
could ask for, in site coordinator Tom Pirro. Tom is a tremendous 

birder and all-around 
outdoorsman, and 
his enthusiasm and 
kindness in sharing 
techniques and trends 
made even the slowest 
hours a real treat. On 
the days when we were 
both on the lookout, I 
like to think our team 
caught nearly every 
raptor that passed by. 

When it came to birds, 
there was no shortage 
of action. My week 
started slow with a 
modest 90 birds on 
September 12th, but 
each day the numbers 

and excitement grew - 200, 500, then 800. On the morning of 
September 17th came the deluge of birds that I had seen in my 
daydreams. For the next 5 hours, 500 Broadwings came through 
each hour - in huge, swirling kettles and long, unbroken streams. 
At around 2pm, far off the east side of the mountain rose the 
largest assembly of hawks I had ever seen - nearly 300 Broadwings 
floating up from the horizon in a massive column of warm air. I 
had to balance my duties as the solo counter with my unabashed 
awe at the drama unfolding. The hawks held formation for several 
minutes before peeling off southwards. An unbelievable moment. 
I counted 2,500 birds that day, to my own disbelief.  

By the end of the fall 2015 season, over 100 hours were logged 
by EMHW at Watatic with a staggering 6,000 hawks counted. I 
didn’t glimpse a Golden or Goshawk, but there was no shortage 
of unique moments to be had. Dogfighting Merlins, Peregrines 
tussling with Ravens, Bald Eagles of all ages, and dozens of 
Accipiters to practice IDs on. 

I was thrilled to help contribute to Watatic’s best season since 
2010, and am looking forward to returning this coming fall. I 
encourage you to visit this unique and special site yourself. See 
you on the mountain! 

A Week at Watatic, September 2015
by Brian Rusnica, Mount Watatic Co-Coordinator and EMHW Member

 © Brian Rusnica
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I might have seen a few of the trailers, but I never saw the movie 
There’s Something About Mary from some years ago. To this day, 

I still don’t know what that “something” was. Taking a cue from 
the film’s title, I recently began to ponder what it is about hawks 
that makes me love them the way I do. If you invite me to do so 
by reading on, I’ll gladly share some of my thoughts on the matter 
with you, a presumed raptorphile like myself.

For starters, I find the appearance of birds of prey powerfully 
striking. Their upright, alert posture typically reveals plumage 
that is subtly beautiful, often with elegant streaking or barring and 
occasionally a prominent patch (of white). They have no need of 
showy or flashy feathering to get my attention. And one doesn’t 
have to look very hard to see some of the physical features that 
define these awesome birds. From the killer beak, perhaps with 
a deadly hook, to the razor-taloned toes, a hawk’s look signals 
strength, competence and maybe even mastery of its world. To me, 
they look intense, serious and really, really sharp. 

And then there’s the way they fly. Picture a Cooper’s Hawk 
streaking through the trees or a Peregrine Falcon plummeting in a 
high-speed stoop. How about the slow, circling soar of a Swainson’s 
Hawk or the talon-locked tumble of mated Golden Eagles? These 
creatures know what they’re doing in the air, and it shows. I also 
must mention the spectacular mass migrations of some species, 
including our local favorite, the Broad-wing. These flights each fall 
and spring season are among the greatest shows on earth. 

Other things I admire about raptors are what I perceive as 
their personality and character. They form lifetime pair bonds, 
demonstrating their capacity for devotion and loyalty. Fierce 
protection of nestlings shows a deep drive and will to live on through 
their offspring. I also respect the self-reliance and independence 
hawks must possess to survive. Nature doesn’t provide them with 
the easy pickings of nuts and berries, plants and flowers. What they 
need to keep fed they are required to pursue and seize. Serious 
when necessary (i.e. hungry), these fascinating birds sometimes 
exhibit carefree, playful behaviors. Red-tails seem to soar high and 
dive steeply just for fun, and because they can. A Sharp-shin might 
swoop down to buzz or dart upward to strafe a potential rival or 
engage even an innocent passerby in aerial combat. This often 
appears to my eye as a game, especially to the smaller bird. 

Lastly, I find the overall demeanor and attitude of birds of prey 
appealing and captivating. They are tough when they take prey, yet 
tender when lining a nest with pine sprigs. They can be intense 
on the attack, but also serene and calm, sitting still for hours on a 
tree-limb overlook. The way they carry themselves exudes dignity, 
strength and power. Their stately presence and regal bearing have 
made these glorious animals worshipped by civilizations and 
treasured by royalty. I don’t pray to them, but I do highly value the 
part they play in my life, and I’m grateful every time I spot one. 

So, I may not ever know what it was about Mary, but I do know 
what it is about hawks. What’s not to love? 

Yes, But What Is It?
by Steve Anderson, EMHW Recording Secretary

A Notice for EMHW Member Photographers from Eric Smith 
Share your photos in our new web photo gallery!

We’re a adding a new element to the EMHW website - a photo gallery about raptors. We want to emphasize their beauty on our website, 
so that visitors can have an idea of what they might see at a hawk watch. There are some images posted at http://massbird.org/emhw, and 
those will be folded into our new gallery. They are examples similar to what we are looking for. This opportunity is available for members 
who want to share their interest in photographing raptors. 

Requirements:

• Pictures should be of raptors that we see in our geographical area. This may include  
a rarity that is seen and photographed at one of our hawk watching sites.

• Flight shots are encouraged as the primary goal, as they provide an accurate visual  
of what the viewer will experience. Perched birds may also be considered.

• Sending us an image does not guarantee that it will actually be posted on our website.
• The gallery will be open to members of EMHW only.
• Images should be no larger than 1024 pixels wide x 768 pixels high.
• The images will be used for nothing other than placing in our gallery.
• Please include watermarks on your photos.
• We do not retain any rights to the image, other than the right to post it on our website.

• No more that 10 pictures can be submitted.

Send photos or questions to esmithphoto@gmail.com.  © Eric Smith
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As in the human world, there is not always a “happily ever after”, 
and the same is true about the Lowell Peregrine Falcon family 

that my husband Dave and I monitor. In last year’s Newsletter, I 
described some unfortunate circumstances that had evolved, but 
happily resulted with the 
adults successfully raising 
four chicks during the 
2015 nesting season. One 
highlight that emerged 
from that brood was the 
identification of a female 
who had fledged on 
6/19/15. She possessed that 
Peregrine “wanderer” trait, 
being photographed and 
identified in Cape May, 
New Jersey on 10/08/15. 
This juvenile had flown 
over 370 miles, less than 
four months after taking 
her first flight!

That December, friends 
observed that the adult male had sustained a permanent injury 
to his right eye, the cause undetermined. This loss of vision didn’t 
seem to hamper his ability to function and hunt. It was also noted 
that an intruder had entered the territory, arriving in the evening, 
but disappearing during the day. Confrontations between the 
couple and the new male escalated as the spring season drew near, 
and on March 29th, the resident male disappeared. Ten days later, 
he was found grounded and emaciated at the Governor’s Academy 
in Newbury, and taken to Tufts Wildlife Clinic. There were three 
injuries on the right side of his body, obviously sustained due to 
ipsilateral blindness, rendering him incapable of protecting himself. 
Once stabilized, surgery was performed to suture the wounds, and 
examine the affected eye. The ocular damage wasn’t due to an avian 
assault as suspected, but to a human one, a shotgun pellet, which 
was far more disturbing! Unfortunately, this male did not recover.

Meanwhile, with her mate missing, the fourteen-year-old resident 
female began to accept the invader’s wooing advances. Upon 
closer inspection, it was discovered that this male was banded by 
Norman Smith at the Christian Science Church Administration 
Building on 6/09/14. He was also photographed in the Bronx, NY 
in August of that year. This new liaison would result in the tutoring 

of this two-year-old suitor in the responsibilities of fatherhood. His 
inexperience was evident on the nest box cam, as he was skittish 
of his intended partner, flying away when she would approach 
him. This timidity was soon lost as he gained confidence while 

in her presence. Once the 
eggs began arriving, it was 
comical to see how clueless 
he was about incubation, 
when the female needed 
relief to feed. Gradually, he 
got the gist and became an 
ardent brooder, sometimes 
sitting on the eggs for 
longer periods of time than 
she did. In mid-May, three 
of the four eggs hatched, so 
the next phase of paternal 
duty began. Bringing food 
for the hatchlings came 
naturally, and he proved 
to be a good provider. 
Everything seemed to be 
progressing well, until a 

friend and observer noticed that he was hopping about abnormally. 
Upon closer inspection, the reason for this behavior was that he 
was actually missing his right tarsus! How did this devastating 
amputation occur? Since it was not witnessed, we did not know. We 
waited anxiously to see if there would be an infection that would 
further jeopardize his health, but luckily this didn’t happen. Even 
though this disability was thought to be incapacitating, this stalwart 
sire persevered and was able to hunt. At one point, we could see him 
feeding his chicks on the cam, trying to balance himself with his 
stump and wings. It was heart wrenching to watch, but he seemed 
to be compensating rather well under the circumstances. His mate 
recognized that something was amiss, and began to assume the 
role of principal hunter. Now that the chicks have grown into the 
fledgling stage of their development, providing nourishment for 
them has become more of a challenge for these parents.  

All who take notice of this pair have become ardent admirers 
of the male’s ability to overcome such an impairment. He is the 
matriarch’s third soul mate, all of which have had tragic events 
transform their lives. Despite these calamities, her spirit has been 
emboldened as she persists in overcoming the hardships she faces. 
These are lessons that we humans can well learn. 

From Tragedy to Triumph, Part Two
by Ursula Goodine, EMHW President

 © Shawn Carey

Visit the EMHW website for details and directions to individual sites across 
Massachusetts. Also included on the website are a list of resources, field guides, and a 
printable copy of the HMANA Daily Report Form (DRF) you can take with you into 

the field so you can record your sightings. Whether you plan to spend a few hours, few days, or few weeks watching the movement of hawks 
at your favorite spot, it is important to record what you see. This information helps EMHW gather an understanding of raptor migration 
in our area. Send completed DRF’s to: Paul Roberts, 254 Arlington Street, Medford, MA 02155. 

Want to Go Hawk Watching?
Visit www.massbird.org/EMHW
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 Beginning Balance (7/1/15) $ 10,392.06, 178 paid memberships

Income Expenses
Memberships 3,300.00 Annual Meeting Speaker Airfare -500.00

Donations 106.00 Speaker Hotel -265.84
Raffle 700.00 Speaker Fee -500.00

Silhouette Guide Sales 71.00 Hall Rental -600.00
Car Magnet Sales 175.00 Refreshments -236.00

Souvenir Mug Sales 140.00 Annual Meeting Total (2,101.84)
Newsletters Production -200.00

Printing -318.75
Postage -241.20

 Newsletters Total (759.95)
Conferences Eagle Festival -50.00

Birders’ Meeting -97.00
Conferences Total (147.00)

Funding HMANA -1,000.00
Northeast Hawk Watch -30.00

Tom Sayer -500.00
 Funding Total (1,530.00)

P.O. Box Rental -106.00
Postage -116.40

Office Supplies -141.42
Souvenir Mugs -223.50

Total Income 4,492.00 Total Expenses -5,126.11

 Ending Balance (6/30/16) $ 9,757.95, 176 paid memberships 

2016 Treasurer’s Report
by Lynette Leka, EMHW Treasurer

EMHW members can be very proud of our commitment to help fund Tom Sayers’ Northeast Connecticut Kestrel Project. Since 
2008, Tom has taken the plight of the American Kestrel seriously and has been at the forefront in establishing nest boxes for this 

species at his personal expense. In 2013, our Board of Directors 
recognized the need to provide Tom some financial assistance with 
this endeavor, and we have continued to do so on a yearly basis. 

According to Tom, the 2016 nesting season has exceeded all 
expectations. His tallies are below:

 Number of nest boxes:  70
 Occupied boxes with eggs 44
 Number of chicks banded 184
 Number of adults banded 29
 Number of recaptures 30

In 2012, Tom was only able to band 13 chicks, but this year, an 
astounding 184 young were tagged! This dedication is exemplary, 
and Tom deserves our praise and continued support. 

American Kestrel Success Story
by Ursula Goodine, EMHW President

 © Shawn Carey
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BARRE FALLS DAM HAWK WATCH
Fall 2015 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 53
Total Number of Hours 234.8

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 94

Osprey 62

Bald Eagle 48

Northern Harrier 20

Sharp-shinned Hawk 273

Cooper’s Hawk 55

Northern Goshawk 3

Red-shouldered Hawk 4

Broad-winged Hawk 3,131

Red-tailed Hawk 113

Rough-legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 3

American Kestrel 38

Merlin 11

Peregrine Falcon 9

Unidentified Raptors 23

Total 3,887

Barre Falls Dam - Fall 2015
by Donna Schilling, Contributor and Counter

With anticipation running high, Barre Falls observers Dave Grant, Donna 
Schilling, Bill Lafleche, and Don Gardella, along with several Central 

Massachusetts hawk enthusiasts, gathered for the 2015 season. We soon realized 
this was not a typical New England September. Throughout the peak Broad-
winged season, skies were unrelentingly blue, temperatures felt like mid-July, 
and winds achieved the desired Northwest direction on only one day (9/16). 
Nevertheless, we detected a total of 2,420 Broad-wings from September 15-24.

While Central New England mountaintop sites enjoyed an excellent flight on 
September 17, hawk watchers at lower elevations – under the “blue sky of death” 
– settled for much less. A remnant of the September 17 flight passed Barre Falls 
during the morning of September 18, with 338 Broad-wings recorded.

Maine’s Clarry Hill reported 5,341 Broad-wings on September 25, putting 
Central Mass sites on high alert the following morning. Despite all eyes on 
the sky, we recorded only a trickle of raptors before noon. But, at 12:55pm, 
Bill shouted “Kettle!” and 600 Broad-wings appeared in our northern view as 
if by magic, anchored by a single Osprey. In just 3 minutes, they were gone. 
Forming the perfect coda to this astonishing spectacle was a magnificent adult 
Bald Eagle. A similar, but much less dramatic, event occurred Sunday morning 
(9/27) when a kettle of 65 Broad-wings materialized in the blue sky to the 
delight of Mark Lynch’s Mass Audubon class. On both days only a handful of 
additional Broad-winged Hawks were observed. 

October began with seven days of persistent Northeast winds, worrying 
observers that these conditions would drive “our” hawks westward. For the 
third consecutive October, the number of hawks recorded at Barre Falls was 
well below the average of the previous ten years. Clear skies on twelve out of 
twenty-four observation days didn’t help, and we relied on great teamwork 
instead of clouds. On October 12, we teased out 24 hawks from an impossibly 
blue sky, yielding our first three-falcon day of the season. A handsome Northern 
Goshawk, two Peregrine Falcons, three Bald Eagles, and 52 Turkey Vultures 
rounded out a very satisfying day on October 22, our second three-falcon day.

Above-normal temperatures continued into November and so did blue skies. 
In eleven days of observation, numbers of Bald Eagles (7), Northern Harriers 
(6), Cooper’s Hawks (5), and Northern Goshawks (2) were average for the last 
ten years, but Red-tailed Hawks (39) were again well below average. Our third 
Golden Eagle of the season was the lone raptor on November 15, a glorious 
conclusion to the 2015 migration. 

 © Shawn Carey
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Wachusett Mountain - Fall 2015
by Steve Olson, Wachusett Mountain Site  
Co-Coordinator and EMHW Board Member

After a historic Fall Migration in 2013, the 2015 migration of raptors was 
6,000 lower than the previous year of 2014. The count was a total of 12,489 

raptors flying by the summit. From August 20th through November 15th, 
there were observers on the summit for a total of 35 days with a total number 
of 318.75 hours for the migration period. Along with Rod Chase, Wachusett 
Mountain Site Co-coordinator, the coverage was good, but the birds just didn’t 
come by in 2015. The bulk of the Broad-winged hawk migration occurred in 
a one week period from September 15 to the 22, when over 11,000 birds flew 
by the Mountain headed for South America. For some unknown reason, other 
species also declined in the number of migrating raptors. Still, there was a 
higher count of migrating Golden Eagles in 2015 with a count of 5 passing by 
the summit. 

This was the fourth year that the fire tower platform was extremely helpful in 
following the migrating raptors. In particular, September proved to be great 
time for observation. A few days were lost to observing birds because of foggy 
conditions and rain. The ideal wind direction is from the Northeast which was 
lacking for a part of September.

While Wachusett Mountain is a major observation spot for the Fall Migration 
of Hawks, each year varies in numbers of birds passing by the summit. The 
2014 and 2015 seasons have shown a decrease in migrating raptors. Around 
August 20th, Eastern Mass Hawk Watch will start the 2016 fall count. We look 
forward to seeing a lot of people join us this coming fall, which will be here 
shortly. 

WACHUSETT MTN. HAWK WATCH
Fall 2015 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 35
Total Number of Hours 318.75

Black Vulture 2

Turkey Vulture 62

Osprey 205

Bald Eagle 159

Northern Harrier 23

Sharp-shinned Hawk 406

Cooper’s Hawk 86

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-shouldered Hawk 18

Broad-winged Hawk 11,205

Red-tailed Hawk 52

Rough-legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 5

American Kestrel 121

Merlin 30

Peregrine Falcon 34

Unidentified Accipiters 11

Unidentified Buteos 7

Unidentified Falcons 5

Unidentified Eagles 1

Unidentified Raptors 57

Total 12,489

 © Shawn Carey
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MOUNT WATATIC HAWK WATCH
Fall 2015 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 16
Total Number of Hours 106.5

Turkey Vulture 11

Osprey 72

Bald Eagle 60

Northern Harrier 8

Sharp-shinned Hawk 282

Cooper’s Hawk 79

Red-shouldered Hawk 2

Broad-winged Hawk 5,723

Red-tailed Hawk 4

American Kestrel 38

Merlin 45

Peregrine Falcon 8

Unidentified Falcons 1

Unidentified Raptors 27

Total 6,360

Mount Watatic - Fall 2015
by Tom Pirro, Mount Watatic Site Co-Coordinator  
and EMHW Member

The 2015 season had its first season that exceeded 100 hours of coverage 
since 2008, with a total of 106.5 hours over 16 dates. The 6360 migrant 

raptors tallied were the highest since the autumn of 2010. The 60 Bald Eagles, 
tallied from August 29th to December 12th represented an all time season high. 
Watatic had a new co-leader for 2015; Brian Rusnica transferred his dedication 
and skills from Wachusett Mountain to Mt. Watatic, his hard work, sharp eyes 
and enthusiasm made the bulk of the 2015 effort. 

A trickle of migrants were recorded during late August and early September, 
but the first decent push of broad-wings through Central Massachusetts did 
not occur until the 15th. The Sept. 15th, 16th and 17th three-day total of BW’s 
was just over 3600 birds, and the 2475 recorded on the 17th represented a 
season high for Watatic. It must be noted that on the 17th Brian was working 
solo with clear blue skies and no scope. Any experienced observer knows that 
is no easy task, well done Brian! 

The 17th aside, it appeared the larger numbers of migrants passed either to 
the north or south. Pack Monadnock, to the north, had big days on Sept. 16th 
(3388) 17th (3959) and 21st (3471); while Wachusett Mountain’s peak days, 
to the south, were the 15th (2027). 16th (1537) and 17th (5433). Just when we 
thought the Broad-wing migration was nearly over came Thom MCoullugh’s 
report, from Clarry Hill Maine, of 5300 BW’s passing on the 25th. Brian and I 
“hit the hill” with high hopes on the morning of the 26th and while the flight 
was not huge we enjoyed a nice flight of 870 raptors for the day. The 26th was 
essentially the end of regular coverage with the exception of a single day in 
October and December.

It was a pleasure to see friends old and new on Watatic during the watch, thank 
you to the following people who helped out during 2015: Mark Archanbault, 
Nancy Askin, Jim Daley, Dan Friend, Craig Jackson, Tom Murray, Jack Miano, 
Eric Richard, Gary Sirois, Wendy Sisson, John Sisson, Laurie Ulman and 
members of the Massachusetts Audubon Society, Paskamansett Bird Club, The 
Nashua River Watershed Association and The Forbush Bird Club. 

Mount Watatic - Fall 2015 Addendum
by Brian Rusnica, Mount Watatic Co-Coordinator and EMHW Member

It is a pleasure to report that this past season at Mount Watatic was the best in the last several years. The birds did not disappoint, 
as watchers were rewarded with great views and encounters with over 6,300 migrant raptors.

On species observations, it was an excellent year for Merlins - nearly every afternoon was good for a handful of the belligerent 
falcons, and our season total of 45 was the highest in well over fourteen years. On the other side of the scale were the American 
Kestrel numbers - a disappointing 38 birds, failing to outnumber even the Merlins. Hopefully 2016 will bring better news for these 
tiniest of New England raptors.

Cooper’s Hawks, Peregrine Falcons, and Bald Eagles all seemed to have solid years at Watatic, fitting in with regional trends of 
those species and their ability to adapt to life in the 21st century.

In terms of Broad-winged Hawks, the best days were quite outstanding - with big kettles forming out off the east side of the 
mountain, and long, unbroken streams gliding overhead. September 17th’s flight of 2,475 Broadwings was the season high, 
followed by 700+ days on September 16th and 26th. The 26th had the season’s biggest kettle, at a stunning 325 Broadwings.

All in all, it was a pleasure to work with Tom Pirro and the dozens of visitors who lent their eyes to our cause. The teams at 
Wachusett, Pack Monadnock and Clarry Hill also kept us motivated with their exciting reports and impressive numbers. Every 
hour of coverage was truly appreciated, and fingers are crossed for another high-coverage campaign in 2016. 
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Pinnacle Rock - Fall 2015
by Craig Jackson, Pinnacle Rock Site Coordinator  
and EMHW Board Member

Like much of the east coast, the numbers of hawks seen migrating this fall at 
Pinnacle Rock was very low. During October (traditionally the best month 

at this site) winds on weekends were mostly poor, and even when they seemed 
good the numbers of migrating hawks was abysmally low. As a result there 
were only three days with double digits, the largest of which was only 33 birds.

Furthermore, it was only because Lorene Melvin provided daytime coverage 
in September that we had 14 Broad-winged Hawks. Without those birds we 
would have approached our all-time low in terms of the numbers of birds seen.

What made the season not seem like a total washout was the sighting of an 
immature Golden Eagle that was extremely close (about 20 yards) which flew 
low over the trees in front of me. Though I had sighted Golden Eagles several 
times before (this was my third), they had been “scope birds,” followed through 
a telescope at great distances. To have one fly so close over Metropolitan Boston 
was indeed a rarity. Below, I have included a photo I took of the bird and also 
the notes I made shortly after I saw the eagle.

“November 14, 2015 - This morning while hawk watching on Pinnacle Rock 
in Malden (part of Middlesex Reservation) an immature Golden Eagle passed 
over the Rock about twenty yards in front of me and headed southwest toward 
Arlington. I had first picked up this bird in binoculars coming in over Lynn 
Woods, and located it in my scope when I realized it was an eagle and seemed 
to have a definite tail band on an otherwise white tail. It also did not have the 
flat winged look of a Bald Eagle but was flying in a slight dihedral. 

I lost the bird when it dropped down near Pine Banks before again rising up and 
flying very low toward me. As it passed in front I took many photos, and it then 
flew directly toward the southeast. Both the tail band and the white patches on 
the wings were clearly visible, so my initial identification was confirmed. I first 
noted the bird about 9:50 AM; it passed over the Rock around 10:00 AM; and 
disappeared from my view about 10:05 AM.” 

PINNACLE ROCK HAWK WATCH
Fall 2015 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 14
Total Number of Hours 41.25

Turkey Vulture 5 

Osprey 4

Bald Eagle 1

Northern Harrier 1

Sharp-shinned Hawk 40

Cooper’s Hawk 10

Red-shouldered Hawk 0

Broad-winged Hawk 14

Red-tailed Hawk 9

Golden Eagle (immature) 1

American Kestrel 3

Merlin 3

Peregrine Falcon 0

Unidentified Raptors 2

Total 93

 © Craig Jackson
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BARRE FALLS DAM HAWK WATCH
Spring 2016 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 18
Total Number of Hours 76.0

Turkey Vulture 11

Osprey 22

Bald Eagle 8

Northern Harrier 4

Sharp-shinned Hawk 23

Cooper’s Hawk 4

Red-shouldered Hawk 3

Broad-winged Hawk 197

Red-tailed Hawk 19

American Kestrel 15

Merlin 1

Peregrine Falcon 1

Unidentified Raptors 11

Total 319

Barre Falls Dam - Spring 2016

Pilgrim Heights - Spring 2016

Observation hours increased this spring compared to the last three years, 
but our effort was hampered by unfavorable migration conditions. Clear 

skies and Northeast winds dominated from April 13-19. Numbers for all 
species were below average even for years with comparable coverage.

Broad-wings arrived on April 17, much later than our average date of April 
11.

Eighty-four Broad-winged Hawks were recorded on April 25, accompanied 
by a pair of sub-adult Bald Eagles, one Osprey and four Sharp-shinned 
Hawks. A beautiful male Northern Harrier passed low over the field on April 
22, certainly the highlight of a less-than-stellar season.

Spring hawk watching in Central Massachusetts is a chancy endeavor; 
nevertheless, the promise of Spring borne on the wings of the year’s first 
Osprey compels us to return. 

This year has been the second lowest count since the Pilgrim Heights 
Hawk Watch begin in 1998. As of June 22nd,  the season’s total is 877 total 

migrants counted. Again this year wind direction and speed is responsible for 
the low number. Raptors will not fly to the Outer Cape with strong northeast 
winds, day after day.

The few bright spots this season are four Mississippi Kites, 1 Black Vulture, 
and the regular fly-by of a pair of Common Ravens.

We will still be observing at the site through late June as we often see pulses 
of Turkey Vultures, Broad-winged Hawks, and Ospreys if southwest winds 
allow. 

by Donna Schilling, Contributor and Counter

by Don Manchester, Pilgrim Heights Site Leader 
and EMHW Member

PILGRIM HEIGHTS HAWK WATCH
Spring 2016 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 29
Total Number of Hours 121.5

Black Vulture 1

Turkey Vulture 317

Osprey 90

Bald Eagle 2

Mississippi Kite 4

Northern Harrier 7

Sharp-shinned Hawk 140

Cooper’s Hawk 12

Red-shouldered Hawk 2

Broad-winged Hawk 200

Red-tailed Hawk 38

American Kestrel 35

Merlin 23

Peregrine Falcon 6

Total 877
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Plum Island - Spring 2016

The Spring 2016 Plum Island Hawk Watch was one of contrasts. This year 
set records for number of days reporting (29), and hours covered (167.25). 

However, our total hawk count, 1066, was our 6th lowest though much better than 
last year. This was our 11th year since the Plum Island Hawk Watch, started in 1977 
but discontinued in the 1990s, was re-established in 2006.

Record seasonal totals were seen for Bald Eagle (8, tied with 2013), Sharp-shinned 
Hawk (301, surpassing 237 in 2014), Cooper’s Hawk (51, vs 25 in 2011), Northern 
Goshawk (1, tied with 2015), and Red-tailed Hawk (21, vs 11 in 2012). Bald Eagle 
and Red-tailed Hawk are always difficult to separate migrants from local birds, 
though the watch counts only birds that are seen passing north and not seen 
returning. Northern Goshawk (1) tied a record, but this bird was not described as 
to age, was quite distant when seen, and was seen in May, more likely a local bird 
than a migrant at that time of year, but it passed north and was not seen again.  

Turkey Vultures were well above average (due to the intrepid focus of Ted Mara), 
along with Sharp-shinned Hawk (301 vs 140), Cooper’s Hawk (51 vs 16), Merlin 
(81 vs 63), and Peregrine (10 vs 7). 

The most disappointing species this year was American Kestrel, which totaled only 
274, our fourth lowest count ever and barely half of our average of 519. This low 
count was likely due to weather systems, as Bradbury Mountain, in Pownal, Maine, 
had 429 kestrels, their third best flight in thirteen years. Bradbury averages 286 
kestrels a year. They had their second best kestrel day ever with 186 on April 21, 
while Plum “enjoyed” 8!

We had only one three-digit flight, and very late at that. May 9th saw 333 total 
hawks, highlighted by 224 Sharpies, 32 kestrels, 25 Merlins and 20 Cooper’s Hawks. 
Normally, we can hope for at least two or three three-digit flights, primarily of 
kestrels. In 2016 we had only 3 flights of more than 50 birds in one day. We had 
85 hawks early on April 8, with 44 kestrels, our best kestrel day of the season! Our 
third best flight was 70 hawks on May 10, highlighted by 47 sharpies. Thus, we 
went virtually a month without a flight of more than 50 hawks despite extensive 
coverage. 

This was not one of those rainy, foggy springs, with little movement for a week 
or more, punctuated by intense surges of hawks between persistent low-pressure 
systems. We suffered from a major omega block with stationery highs centered 
well north of us, generating strong westerly winds, while different weather systems 
prevailed to the south, from whence our birds come. (The weather would have 
been great for fall migration!) The frustration came to a joyous end with the 
explosion on May 9th, our latest large flight ever, with a modern record flight of 
Sharp-shinned Hawks (224) and Cooper’s Hawk (20), and our third best Merlin 

flight (25). (We had 289 sharpies on May 2, 1987, our all-time record.) The 
views were incredible, and we had a decent “echo flight” on the 10th with 47 
sharpies and 7 Merlins. 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped achieve record coverage. Core 
observers were Bob Secatore, Dave Goodine, Judd Nathan, Mark Schoene, 
John Cannizzo, Maryellen Stone, Ted Mara, Paul Roberts, and Ursula 
Goodine. Other observers contributing greatly were Brian Rusnica, Craig 
Jackson, Jack Miano, Kathryn Chihowski, Megan MCGrath, Pete Duffy, 
Rod Chase, Tom Graham, and Tom Wetmore. Others helping included Bill 
Clifford, Bob Murphy, Donna Blasko, Doug Chickering, Eric Smith, John 
Hazel, Mardi,Chalmers, Mary Margaret Halsey, Paul Sullivan, Phil Brown, 
Sam Miller, and Scott Edwards and his Harvard Bird class. 

by Ted Mara, Plum Island Site Coordinator and EMHW Board 
Member &  Paul Roberts, EMHW Founder and Board Member 

PLUM ISLAND HAWK WATCH
Spring 2016 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 29
Total Number of Hours 167.25

Black Vulture 2

Turkey Vulture 137

Osprey 37

Bald Eagle 8

Northern Harrier 115

Sharp-shinned Hawk 301

Cooper’s Hawk 51

Northern Goshawk 1

Red-shouldered Hawk 0

Broad-winged Hawk 1

Red-tailed Hawk 21

Rough-legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 274

Merlin 81

Peregrine Falcon 10

Unidentified Accipiters 10

Unidentified Buteos 0

Unidentified Falcons 6

Unidentified Raptors 11

Total 1,066

Plum Island Big Day, May 09, 2016
Photo courtesy of Judd Nathan▶
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Board of Directors Candidate Biographies
Steve Anderson: Steve works as a self-employed carpenter and has been an avid hawk watcher and member of EMHW 
for many years. He is a member of the Board of Directors, and currently serves as Recording Secretary. In his spare time, 
Steve enjoys wilderness canoe camping, strumming his vintage Gibson, and doing pretty much anything with his 
incredible 12-year-old grandson.

Shawn Carey: Shawn moved to the Boston area in 1986 and now lives in Braintree. He has been a member of EMHW 
for about 22 years and on the Board of Directors for 12 years now. His full time job is Operations Manager for an event 
staging company (AVFX) in Brighton. He has taught wildlife photography for Mass Audubon during the past 17 years, 
and also serves on their Advisory Council.

Rod Chase: Three decades ago: a serendipitous drive up to the old gravel parking lot at Wachusett Mountain left me 
standing, frozen in awe, under a peel of hawks above and around me that lasted for 15 minutes. When it subsided, a 
small group of people up on “the rocks” started applauding. I wandered over and exclaimed: “That was so cool, what’s 
happening here?” It was Elliot Taylor who immediately offered “Welcome to the fall hawkwatch” and then proceeded to 
fill me in. I was hooked! Now I cherish my ‘September family’ and strive to match the spirit of the friendliest “hawking 
school” that I’ve ever found. Second to seeing hawks, is my love of helping to excite new folks about the world of ‘raptor 
rapture’.

Ursula Goodine: Ursula is a longtime EMHW member, and has been an ardent participant at the Plum Island and 
Wachusett Mountain hawk watch sites. She has represented EMHW at the Joppa Flats Eagle Festivals and the Mass 
Audubon Birder’s Meetings. Ursula joined the Board in 2009, was elected President of EMHW in November 2011, and will 
be completing five years of service in that role this fall.

Steve Olson: Steve is a board member since 2007, has served as President from 2008 to 2011. He is also the Site 
Coordinator for the Fall Hawk Migration Count at Wachusett Mountain in Princeton, MA. Steve and his wife Kathy are 
avid birders (and members of the Loon Preservation Committee in NH) and can be frequently found birding throughout 
the Southern New England area.

Eric Smith: Eric grew up behind an Audubon Sanctuary, where he regularly visited the owls & hawks that were on 
display. He developed an interest in hawk watching and photographing all birds of prey. He loves to visit Plum Island 
and Wachusett Mountain during migration, or going north for eagles and osprey in Maine. Eric thoroughly enjoys 
helping with the good work that EMHW does, and has served on the Board for eight years.

 From the North:  Take I-95 South (MA- 128 South) towards Waltham to exit 36 for Washington Street Woburn. Merge right onto 
Mishawum Road then turn right on Washington Street.  The Elks Lodge is 0.7 mi on the left at #295 (just after 
Sal’s Pizza).

 From the South: Travel I-93 North (Boston) and take exit 36 (Stoneham/Woburn). Turn left onto Montvale Avenue, then right 
at the Speedway gas station to Washington Street. The Elks Lodge is 1.1 miles on the right at # 295 (next to Sal’s 
Pizza).

 From the West: Take I-95 North (MA-128 North) toward Peabody. Take exit 36 toward Woburn/Winchester. After traffic light, 
turn right onto Washington Street (south). The Elks Lodge is 0.8 mi on the left at #295 (just after Sal’s Pizza).

There is plenty of free parking behind the Elks Lodge.  
Additional free parking is available behind Sal’s Pizza in the mall next door (north).

Woburn Elks Lodge
295 Washington Street

Woburn, MA  01801

Directions to the Annual Meeting
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Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone #: E-mail:

☐ I am a new member. ☐ I am renewing my membership.

☐ Contact me about helping at hawk watch sites.

Membership Dues:
Dues are for fiscal year September 1 through August 31 of the following year. Dues and gifts are NOT tax-deductible.

☐ Supporting $40

☐ Contributing $25

☐ Individual $10

☐ Additional Gift to EMHW $                          

Total Amount Enclosed: $                          

Please make checks payable to “EMHW” and mail with this form to: 
Eastern Mass Hawk Watch, PO Box 663, Newburyport, MA 01950 or bring with you to the Annual Meeting.

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

Membership Form
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EMHW Board Member Ballot

Please vote for only THREE (3) of the six nominees to appoint them to serve on the Board as “Elected  
Directors” for a 2-year term. See the previous page for information about each candidate.

 ☐ Steve Anderson ☐ Ursula Goodine

 ☐ Shawn Carey ☐ Steve Olson

 ☐ Rod Chase ☐ Eric Smith

According to the EMHW bylaws, the Board consists of nine directors. There are six nominees on the ballot this 
year, with their biographies posted on the previous page. Paul Roberts, Ted Mara and Maryellen Stone were 
elected in 2015 for a two year term, so their names are not on the ballot. The members are to vote for three 
nominees only, and those elected will serve a two year term. After the election, the six elected Directors will 
appoint three “Nominated Directors” to serve a one year term. 

Annual Election for Board of Directors



Thanks 
Our sincere thanks to Steve Anderson, Jackie Boucher, 
Shawn Carey, Melissa Lowe Cestaro, Rod Chase, Mark 
Faherty, Ursula Goodine, Sabina Grady, Tom Graham, 
Craig Jackson, Lynette Leka, David Lynch, Don 
Manchester, Ted Mara, Judd Nathan, Steve Olson, Tom 
Pirro, Paul Roberts, Brian Rusnica, Donna Schilling, Eric 
Smith, and Maryellen Stone for their contributions to 
this Newsletter.

Newsletter Designer & Editor: Sabina Grady,  
Grady Creative Services, www.gradycreative.com

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

Founded in 1976, Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch is an 
all-volunteer, member based organization whose mission is to 
promote the study, conservation, and preservation of hawks 
locally and on a continental scale by monitoring migration 
in Massachusetts; to share data for research and conservation 
purposes; to promote education and awareness of the 
identification of hawks and the issues related to migrating 
hawks; and to instill an appreciation for hawks in general.

Current Officers:
President: Ursula Goodine
Vice President: Shawn Carey
Treasurer and Membership Secretary: Lynette Leka
Recording Secretary: Steve Anderson

Not a Member? Membership Lapsed? 
Our annual dues are only $10 and provide you with an annual newsletter which includes spring and fall hawk watch data. 
Additionally, the annual meeting alone is worth the value for we always provide exciting and educational speakers. We also host free 

identification workshops and other educational programs.

To renew or to become a member, fill out the form on page 19 and send a check made payable to Eastern Mass Hawk Watch,  
P.O Box 663, Newburyport, MA 01950. Thanks!

Please Note Change  
in 40th Anniversary  

Annual Meeting Day:

FRIDAY

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

P.O. Box 663
Newburyport, MA 01950


