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Please join us for this year’s Eastern Mass Hawk Watch Annual Business Meeting 
on Friday, September 8th, at the Woburn Elks Lodge in Woburn. Our Keynote 

Speaker this year is Kevin Karlson, an accomplished birder, professional tour leader, 
wildlife photographer and author. He will be presenting photos and sharing stories 
from his new book with Pete Dunne, Birds of Prey. Other highlights include the Annual 
Election for the Board of Directors, information on fall hawk watch sites, refreshments, 
raffle prizes, and invited vendors. We hope to see you there! Please see page 2 for more 
detailed information about the meeting and guest speaker, and page 9 for directions to 
the Woburn Elks Lodge. We hope to see you there!! 
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Let me introduce myself: I’m Ted Mara, your new President. I am honored to be serving 
EMHW in this position. I have served ten years on the Board of Directors, and look 
forward to the challenges of my new position. 
In my early twenties, I developed an interest in birds. It was in the mid-eighties that 
I attended my first hawk migration count and at that point Raptors became an avid 
interest of mine. It was the friendly and amicable nature of the EMHW group that drew 
me to volunteer my time with them. Attending these migrations counts provided me 
the opportunity to gain field experience from some of the best. I quickly realized on-site 
exposure was invaluable in learning raptor identification: kind of on-the-job training! 
Hawk watching can be a perilous hobby for me. While I don’t text while driving, I do 
look up while driving and this is equally as dangerous! Now in retirement, I am able to 
devote myself to both the spring and the fall migration counts. 
The joy I experience seeing a kettle of Broadwing Hawks (throw in an Osprey and some 
Sharpies, too) is second to none. The high point of my hawk watching experience was 
attending the fall migration in Costa Rica, where I witnessed 60,000 raptors migrating 
overhead in a single hour!
Our migration counts are very important and contribute data to the Hawk Migration 
of North America (HMANA). With these counts we are able to see the ever-changing 
dynamics of the hawk population. This fall our founder, Paul Roberts, will be updating 
the Raptor Population Index. You’ll be able to access this from the EMHW website.
Our club has thrived under the guidance of our past President Ursula Goodine. I want 
to take this time to thank her—as a member, a fellow birder, and as a friend. 
I also want to congratulate Don Manchester, who is the Lead Counter for the Cape Cod 
migrations. Don is entering his 20th season this year. 
I extend a special thanks to all those who contributed to our unique newsletter. We stay 
informed with the current trends and the idiosyncrasies of hawk watching with their 
articles.
I would highly encourage anyone who wants to learn to identify raptors to join us in 
the fall migration counts. The migration sites are listed on our website www.massbird.
org/emhw. I myself will be up on Wachusett Mountain at the beginning of September 
helping to record the migrants. I look forward to seeing you up there.

– Ted Mara

Message from the President

Annual Meeting
Friday, September 8, 2017

6:00 pm Social Hour & Refreshments
7:00-9:00 pm Meeting & Keynote

Eastern MA Hawk Watch 
P.O. Box 663

Newburyport, MA 01950

www.massbird.org/EMHW
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Date & Time: Friday, September 8, 2017 
 6:00 pm Social Hour & Refreshments
 7:00-9:00 pm Meeting & Keynote 

Location:  Woburn Elks Lodge 
 295 Washington Street, Woburn, MA  (directions on page 9)

Keynote Speaker: Kevin Karlson 
 Author, Wildlife Photographer and Professional Tour Leader

Keynote Topic: Birds of Prey: Hawks, Eagles, Falcons and Vultures of North America

Annual Meeting  Details and Description

Plus: Our annual business meeting including the vote for board members, 
information on fall sites, vendors, raffle prizes and refreshments!

Kevin Karlson is an accomplished 
birder, professional tour leader 
and wildlife photographer who has 
published many bird and nature 
related articles for magazines, books, 
and journals. He is a regular presence 
at Bird and Nature festivals in North 
America, where he gives keynote 
presentations and workshops on bird 
identification and appreciation, as well 
as photo instruction. His photos can be 
seen in numerous locations, including 
his website kevintkarlson.com. Kevin 
is a co-author of The Shorebird Guide, 
and the author/photographer of two 
photography books titled The Birds of 
Cape May and Visions: Earth’s Elements 
in Bird and Nature Photography. A 
recent book with wife and co-author 
Dale Rosselet, Birding by Impression: 
A Different Approach to Knowing and 
Identifying Birds was released in May 
2015, and his new book with Pete 
Dunne, Birds of Prey, was released in 
April 2017.

Kevin produced five photographic 
laminated foldout guides for Quick 
Reference Publishing of Florida: 
Raptors of Eastern and Western North 
America (2012), Waterfowl of North 
America (2013), Warblers of North 
America and Shorebirds of North 
America (2014). A former photo editor 
for North American Birds, he also wrote 
the Birder’s ID column and served as an 
Advisory Board member for Wild Bird 
Magazine from 1992 – 2012. 

Fundraising Item! 

EMHW Hot/Cold Cup — $10 
This handsome hot/cold cup is not only useful, but 
displays one of our EMHW logos designed especially 
for us by Jackie Boucher, member extraordinaire! The 
raptors depicted in a kettle are familiar to all hawk-
watchers, and remind us of our purpose. Besides having 
a leakproof cover, this 16oz cup can be used for hot or 
cold beverages. Its clear outside wall permits the user to 
see the contents inside a bright blue inner vessel, which 
presents a brilliant background for the design. 

Available at the Annual Meeting

This visually stunning program reflects the mood and content of a new book: 
Birds of Prey by Pete Dunne and Kevin Karlson (April 2017, Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt Publishers). Kevin begins 
by showing some special introductory 
raptor photos while explaining the 
concept of the book, and then shares 
amazing action and behavior photos of 
select raptor species. Interesting facts 
and personal stories of Kevin and Pete 
(second hand) further enhance the great 
images. Pete and Kevin share over 80 
collective years of experience viewing, 
studying and counting birds of prey, 
which results in an insider’s look at 
these magnificent birds of prey. Several 
musical interludes highlight some of 
the most spectacular raptor images ever 
assembled by 19 top North American 
photographers. Kevin will be available to 
sign copies of the book. 



3

Consider this —who do you bird with? Are you a solitary 
birder, out with your binoculars, your scope and maybe 

your list, all by yourself? If you are at a popular birding area, 
it’s unlikely that you are alone. Do you meet one of your friends 
at a favorite spot? Do you pick your friend up so you can ride 
together? Are there people that you meet and talk to at your 
birding locations? Is that the only time you ever see these people? 
Are they genuinely happy to see you, (as you are them), and do 
they generously share information with you?

Consider your first birding 
experiences. Were you taught 
by a parent to enjoy the 
outdoors and possibly birds? 
Were you a child in school 
who caught a teacher’s love 
of birds like a virus that never 
goes away? Did you become 
more and more interested 
in birds because you loved 
someone who loved birds and 
birding and you tagged along, 
eventually becoming a birder 
yourself? 

Were your first birding 
experiences, your birding 
“teachers”, generous, kind and 
helpful? Did they encourage you to find and identify new birds? 
Did someone share a view of a raptor in a spotting scope? If you 
were young did someone help you along? If you were older, did 
someone help you along? Did you look forward to getting out? 
Were you excited to go out and see more birds? 

It’s been said that we are known by the company that we keep. I 
propose that the “birding” company that we keep is how we are 
known in the birding world. I’ve had the great fortune to have 
been befriended by some of the area’s best birders. Each is kind, 
generous, and willing to share birding experiences with those 
around them. I so enjoy my time with them, enjoying birding 
experiences and sharing knowledge. Every time we are out 
together I see their generosity with me, and with others, people we 
don’t know, with new birders and even with visitors from far away. 

There is no place where the generosity and kindness of other 
birders is more evident than on a hawk watch platform. Many of 
us who watch at the same location develop relationships with our 
fellow hawk watchers. Sometimes we see them just once or twice 
a year. Other times we are together almost every day during 
migration. We come for the promise of a good flight. I suspect 
that we return in part because of the relationships that develop 
between the people on the platform. 

Think back again to your first 
hawk watching experiences...
were you greeted by the 
counters and others on the 
platform? Did someone point 
out the landmarks so you 
would know what on earth 
over “Joe English” meant? I’m 
reminded of when Lot 1 at 
Parker River was undergoing 
construction and the 
portable bathrooms became 
a landmark because they were 
in the flight path of some 
of the birds. Did the thrill 
of seeing migrating hawks 
translate into you becoming 
an avid hawk watcher like 
those on the platform?

I believe that we learn by example. We should follow the example 
of the generous and kind birders who brought us along and help 
people new to birding, young and old, develop that enthusiasm. 
I believe that we are judged by the company we keep and that 
there is no better company than the folks on a hawk watch 
platform. Engaging visitors, especially those new to hawk 
watching, especially when there’s a lull in the action, creates new 
hawk watchers. It’s been said many times that hawk watchers are 
a special breed of bird watchers. There is something to be said 
for showing up day after day expecting a good flight that doesn’t 
happen but still having a good day because of who you were 
with, not the numbers of birds that you saw. Yes, it really does 
matter who you bird with! 

Does It Matter Who You Bird With? (Spoiler alert—yes, it does!)
by Maryellen Stone, EMHW Board Member

Visit the EMHW website for details and directions to individual sites across 
Massachusetts. Also included on the website are a list of resources, field guides, and a 
printable copy of the HMANA Daily Report Form (DRF) you can take with you into 

the field so you can record your sightings. Whether you plan to spend a few hours, few days, or few weeks watching the movement of hawks 
at your favorite spot, it is important to record what you see. This information helps EMHW gather an understanding of raptor migration 
in our area. Send completed DRF’s to: Paul Roberts, 254 Arlington Street, Medford, MA 02155. 

Want to Go Hawk Watching?
Visit www.massbird.org/EMHW

Osprey with fish
Photo courtesy of Maryellen Stone
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2016-17 Hawk Watcher’s Notebook
by Brian Rusnica, EMHW Member and Mount Watatic Co-Coordinator

Massachusetts offers year-round intrigue for the hawk 
watcher. The end of 2016 and beginning of 2017 offered 

several unique stories in my travels around the state in pursuit 
of raptors.  

September 24th, 2016 - Goshawk on the Mountain!

On one of the final days of the Mount Watatic Hawk watch 
this season, a small group of us caught a glimpse of the rarest 
of breeding Massachusetts’s hawks, the Northern Goshawk. 
Tom Pirro first identified the large accipiter off the north side of 
Watatic’s summit. In terms of shape, the bird had a long, broad 
tail and tapered wings. A closer look revealed a pale, streaked 
breast, brown topside and bright-white eyebrow - all excellent 
field marks for a juvenile 
Goshawk. In almost 200 
hours at Watatic the last 
two seasons, this was my 
first encounter with one 
of these secretive raptors. 
Despite it being a local 
bird (non-migrant) - the 
sighting was truly a thrill 
to remember.  

November 5th, 2016 - 
State FOY Rough-legged 
Hawk

I was in one of my ‘happy 
places’ - the North Pool 
Overlook at Parker 
River National Wildlife 
Refuge, when I spotted 
a distant hawk in a true 
hover over the marsh. Not 
the buoyant, momentary mid-air hesitation of a Harrier, or the 
effortless kite of a Red-tail, and certainly not the rapid flicker of 
Kestrel wings. The wind was carrying the bird away from me, so 
I jumped in the car to try and get underneath it. Moments later, I 
found myself looking up at a pale-headed buteo with dark carpal 
patches. True excitement - it was indeed a Rough-legged Hawk 
(light morph) and my first of the year! According to records, it 
was also the first sighting in the entire state in the winter of 2016-
17. What an honor to welcome this spectacular species back to 
our region for the season.

March 4th, 2017 - Uncovering a Great Gray Owl in Massachusetts

In late February/early March of 2017, it was apparent that an 
irruption of Great Gray Owls was taking place in New England, 
with multiple birds sighted in Maine, New Hampshire and even 

upstate New York. On the first weekend of March, I joined dozens 
of birders in Newport, NH to pick up my lifer Great Gray Owl. 
The following day, I was birding in Western MA and browsing 
the Hampshire county eBird summary page on my mobile 
phone, looking for recent raptor sightings. I instinctively tapped 
on a checklist of a nearby Barred Owl sighting with a photograph 
from the previous week. To my shock, the photo depicted not a 
Barred Owl, but a different Strix altogether. A massive facial disc 
and two bright yellow eyes - surely the image showed a Great Gray 
Owl! The eBird report, from just outside Williamsburg, MA, was 
already a week-and-a-half old, but I immediately reached out to 
the Western Mass Birders online group for backup. Within hours, 

we were able to confirm 
with the original spotter 
that it was indeed a case 
of mistaken identity! 
Unfortunately, efforts to 
relocate the bird failed, 
so I never saw this owl 
in person. The happy 
ending though (if the 
state records committee 
accepts the sighting) is 
that this would be the 
first Great Gray Owl in 
Massachusetts in over 
20 years! Had I not 
stumbled across that 
checklist, perhaps this 
rare sighting would’ve 
been lost altogether.

April 23rd, 2017 - Spring migrant surprise: Short-eared Owl 

As a weekend-only hawk watcher in spring, I have to take 
what opportunities I can get. Weather conditions don’t always 
cooperate, and that Sunday was a prime example. A small group 
of us saw just 17 migrants that morning—but a most unexpected 
one was a Short-eared Owl! The bird first appeared around 
11:30am in the marsh west of the platform, initially flying low 
in the “heat shimmer”. It became apparent that the flight style—
deep, floppy wing beats—were slightly different than the Harriers 
we had seen all month. And sure enough, the owl gave us a long 
look and plenty of opportunities to identify its bright, buffy 
primary patches above the wing and dark carpal marks below. 
This sighting ended up being one of the latest in the state for the 
spring of 2017 and the first at the PI Hawk Watch in at least 10 
years. Outstanding! 

Rough-legged Hawk
Photo courtesy of Brian Rusnica
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King and Queen of the Aerial Kingdom
by Ursula Goodine, EMHW Board Member

Although this Peregrine Falcon pair has been reigning for 
many years, they rule over different realms, and bear a 

distinction that is not common with other nesting couples. 
What makes their stories unusual is that His Majesty is now 16 
years of age and Her Majesty is 15 years young. One may think 
that these facts are unremarkable, but in the world of Peregrine 
Falcons, they are noteworthy. Both have continued to reign in 
their respective territories, uninterrupted by other challengers, 
accidents and injuries that would otherwise compromise their 
ability to dominate their empires.

Both had humble beginnings. His Highness was hatched from a 
nest box at the Brady 
Sullivan Tower in 
Manchester, N.H., 
and was banded 
in 2001 by Chris 
Martin, Senior New 
Hampshire Audubon 
Biologist. Being the 
runt of four chicks 
that year, he had to 
struggle to snatch 
his food share, but 
this competition 
strengthened him. 
Fledging did not 
come easily, as my 
husband Dave and 
I witnessed his feeble attempts at flight. Landing was 
the most difficult task, as he crashed many times 
before getting it right. Of four siblings, he was the only 
survivor. By 2003, he ventured south, found a mate, 
and settled down to raise young. To date, he has sired 
42 chicks! In acknowledging this achievement, Chris 
Martin said: “Don’t count the little guy out.” He and his 
original partner thrived for 12 years, until her death 
in 2015. “Peregrines mate for life, but don’t mourn”: 
a quotation from Tom French of MA Fisheries and 
Wildlife, regarding the instinct of survival. This monarch then 
courted an un-banded female and won her favor. His castle was a 
nest box provided by Tom, but the new female wanted no part of 
this palace. It was a foreign edifice that looked more like a prison 
than a nursery. Via cam, this sovereign could be seen trying to 
entice his lady to enter, but to no avail. Food tempting was the 
next strategy. Tugs of war involving prey was amusing to watch, 
as she would rush inside the box, grab the morsel, and fly out in 
a flash. Ultimately, that scheme worked, and together they have 
produced 11 chicks during the last three breeding seasons.

As for the Queen from an adjacent dominion, Her Highness 
was reared in the Custom House Tower box and banded by 

Tom French in 2002. Of the three eggs that hatched, only she 
and her sister fledged. Little was known about her whereabouts 
until Tom was notified that she was nesting in a rehab building 
in 2005, with her mate from Fall River, tagged by Tom in 2000. 
This was their first known productive year, but unfortunately, 
they went missing in 2006. Luckily, we found them in 2007 on 
an 18-story building, which became a permanent home. It was 
a rocky beginning, as she laid eggs on the stone covered roof 
floor; because that spring had been terribly cold and snowy, her 
eggs never hatched. The following year, a box was installed, but 
the wrong type of gravel perforated the eggs: another failure! 
Coincidentally, there was a nearby nest whose runt was in grave 

danger of starving, so it was decided to transfer this 
doomed male to the chick-less nest. Instant baby! 
The gravel was changed and the following years 
were fruitful.

Her faithful spouse provided for his family until 
2014, when he was killed in a building collision 
while chasing prey. His successor was a 4-year-old 
Lawrence bird, who lasted for two years, until he was 
wounded in an altercation with a challenger from 

the Christian 
Scientist Church. 
This invader had 
s u b s e q u e n t l y 
sustained an 
u n o b s e r v e d 
traumatic tarsus 
amputation, and 
would last only 
one year after 
being routed by 
a strong rival. 
The un-banded 
champion is 
now the current 
resident male, 
whose origin is 

unknown. Having survived four mates, this Queen has produced 
28 chicks that we know of, and she may have had more from her 
early days. Despite many tragedies that threatened her consorts 
and heirs, this monarch has endured life’s calamities brilliantly.

To say that these Royals have been exemplary is an 
understatement. Having flourished despite adversity, they are 
in the winter of their years, and we don’t know how long they 
will reign. While other challengers may seek battle to claim their 
kingdoms, we can admire their kindred spirits, while they seek to 
perpetuate their species as Mother Nature has intended. LONG 
MAY THEY LIVE! 

“The King”
Photo courtesy of Judd Nathan

“The Queen”
Photo courtesy of David Goodine
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Looking Earthward
by Steve Anderson, EMHW Recording Secretary

It’s getting to be that time of year again here in New England. 
As one season winds down, another awaits, poised for its turn 

in the eternal cycle of change. Shorter days and a chilly nip in 
the night air signal autumn’s approach. Heavy morning dew 
and the tell-tale tinge of red on the swamp maples foreshadow 
fall’s coming events. In migratory creatures of every kind, the 
drive to move begins to 
stir. Soon this powerful 
instinct will prevail, and I 
will set off on my annual 
journey south. You see, I’ve 
become a bird. Not just any 
ordinary, everyday bird—
but a bird of prey. Not some 
random raptor, either. To 
be specific, I am an adult 
male Buteo platypterus, or 
Broad-winged Hawk.

The day has come. From 
low altitude I circle and 
scan, recording an image 
of my breeding grounds. 
In this expanse of mixed 
hardwood forest stands the 
yellow birch that cradled 
and concealed the nest from which two chicks fledged this year. 
They are off on their own now, and have already begun their 
trek. The trip will be a stern test of their newly acquired strength,  
skill and savvy; not every traveler will make it to the end. But I 
digress. I survey the treetops, clearings and ponds below with a 
sense that nature’s course may carry me back to these very same 
woods in the spring. I catch a little lift and gain some altitude. 
After one last, long look, I put my summer home in central 
Maine behind me.

The morning weather and travel conditions are ideal: cool and 
clearing overnight after yesterday’s evening rain, and full sun 
with a breeze picking up out of the northwest. I find a thermal 
and instantly start to soar, rising at a quick and steady rate. 
Within minutes I am in the midst of a swirling mass of raptors: 
hundreds of hawks in a spinning swarm! We’re almost exclusively 
Broad-wings, but small numbers of other species regularly join 
our aerial convoy. At any moment I could be strafed by a Sharp-
shin or overshadowed by the large form of a Bald Eagle. The 
occasional lone Harrier, Osprey, or Falcon may also join the 
ranks of this incredible flock.

We all know the drill, and have assumed full soar posture. 
With tail feathers fanned and wings spread and stretched to the 
limit, we gain maximum lift and continue to climb. When our 
column of air has lost its strength and can take us no higher, 

we morph into glide shape—tail tightly folded and wings slightly 
bent and tucked in toward the body. And now we sail, streaming 
downward for miles. In the distance ahead I see a huge spinning 
tower of birds aloft and many more entering from lower down. 
That will be my next kettle. I arrive at its base, reset to soar mode 
and start another upward spiral. This two-step method of motion 

could hardly be simpler or 
more energy efficient; it 
propels me great distances, 
with only a few wingbeats 
required. This is vital, since 
I don’t know where, when, 
or what my next meal may 
be. Heated air carries me 
up, and gravity eases me 
down. Again and again, 
until by mid-October the 
countless repetitions have 
conveyed me to the tree-
covered mountain slopes 
of Peru. I will spend winter 
there. With a push from 
my primal inner urge to 
go, I’ll start my return 

to the north sometime in 
March.

All right, that’s enough for one day. By late afternoon the 
thermals are spent, and the dying wind offers only weak 
updrafts. So today’s flight shuts down, having covered the better 
part of 150 miles. En masse, the avian throng descends into the 
trees, perching to rest for the night in a cramped and curious 
communal roost. Tomorrow we’ll pick up from here.

I fly over and take in the sights before I land. My keen eyesight and 
lofty vantage point combine to give a stunning and spectacular 
view. The world that I share with all other living things is spread 
out right before me. Vast flat lands sweep toward rolling hills at 
the foot of bare, ragged peaks. Lakes and ponds of every size and 
shape sparkle with reflected light. Rivers trace glistening paths to 
the sea. The beauty of it all is beyond words. I make a few extra 
spins around, wheeling from horizon to horizon to capture the 
power and splendor of the scene.

This panorama is, of course, unmistakably marked with the clear 
imprint of human presence and activity. Busy sprawling cities 
jut starkly into the sky, and serene villages lie quietly in verdant 
valleys. Highways and train tracks crisscross the scene; wide 
open checkerboard farm fields abound, juxtaposed against dense 
urban areas. The sight of an airport reminds me that man has 
now too accessed the freedom of flight.

continued on next page →

My View from Above
Photo courtesy of Shawn Carey
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Blue Sunshine
by Tom Graham, EMHW Member and Proud Plum Island Hawk Watcher

It’s a cold January morning, not the kind of day you want to 
leave the house. You are watching your feeders, hoping against 

hope that something out of the ordinary will find a way to the 
seed and brighten up your day. Out of the corner of your eye 
you see her in a flash of wings and feathers. A Cooper’s Hawk 
smashes in and impales a Mourning Dove to the frozen snow 
below the feeders. It all 
happens in an instant, but 
you replay it over and over 
in your mind. Wow...a blue 
streak, a blur really, and the 
dove never saw it coming. I 
feel for the dove, but in the 
natural order of things, I 
marvel at the hawk. Everyone 
reading this, who feeds the 
birds in winter, has had some 
sort of experience with the 
life and death struggle of 
hawk versus prey. If you are 
a hawk lover, then you are 
rooting for the hawk. Sorry, 
but that’s how we feel. Like I 
said, “blue sunshine”, because 
this little bit of drama playing 
out in my yard brought in a 
ray of light on this gloomy day. Not the bright yellow sun, but a 
kind of blue-reddish streaked sun.

All raptors have their own special ways they hunt. Accipiters, my 
favorite, use cover most times and stalk their prey from bush to 
tree to hedgerow. Then in a quick burst, this bird of prey will 
fly directly onto an unsuspecting subject: bird or mammal. 
But I have also seen a Cooper’s Hawk chasing and catching a 
Mourning Dove in a 50-yard dash, following every move the 
target made, like a mirror image, before reaching out one of her 
extra long legs and snatching the Dove. Again, “wow” is the only 
thing I can say.

I have seen all types of hawks hunting, catching and, in most 
cases, missing prey. These failures are common, but persistence 
eventually wins out. My most memorable spotting was a 
Peregrine Falcon flying low, near the Wardens garage on Plum 
Island. I was in the North Pool Overlook parking lot looking 
at a Green-winged Teal. The Falcon flew past the Wardens to 

the field, just 2 feet off the 
ground. Upon getting to 
the dike, she gained speed 
swerving upward, as all the 
ducks that did not have heart 
attacks exploded into the air. 
This female chose one to her 
liking and set the chase that 
did not last for more than 
20 seconds. She plucked the 
Teal out of mid-air and rode 
it into the field where she 
enjoyed dining el fresco. This 
could not have been the first 
time she had hunted this way, 
and like the Cooper’s Hawk, 
she was using cover to her 
advantage. It was an amazing 

sight.

Now for some musings: a Cooper’s Hawk and a Goshawk, both 
female, leave the falconers’ glove at the same time chasing after a 
Teal. Who jumps out in front, and which one catches the duck? 
Well, the Coop takes the early lead for 50 yards, but then the Gos 
blows by and secures the prey. True story, I swear. A Peregrine 
and Cooper’s flying off the falconers’ gloves pursue a Pigeon. The 
Cooper’s Hawk actually caught the bird following every move 
the Pigeon made. The Falcon lost this contest, and again, true 
story. When it comes right down to it, birds of prey are all great, 
but we do have our favorites. 

Cooper’s Hawk
Photo courtesy of Tom Graham

If I fix my gaze straight downward and fine-tune my focus, I see the real reason for this flight of fancy exercise. It’s the people down 
below, looking back up at me. The glint of their polished optics reveals their lookout posts. From Clarry Hill, Mount Watatic, and 
Hawk Mountain all the way to Corpus Christi, Veracruz and beyond, they gather to witness the extraordinary aerial display of 
nature’s majesty and grandeur. In groups large and small, on ridges and observation decks, in parks or even parking lots, they come 
together to watch the birds.

Head out to a hawk watch site this fall. Expect to encounter humanity on its best behavior. Kindred spirits of every age, gender, 
ethnicity and station in life are connected. They are united; bonded to each other, to the birds, to the air they both breathe, to the 
ground under their feet. The shared experience creates a sense of community and purpose. It promotes the causes of harmony and 
balance. Here we are—awake, alert, alive, appreciative and equally awed by the promise of how things could be. To me this hope is 
the essence of life, whether I’m a Buteo platypterus or my normal Homo sapiens self. Bird in peace. 

Looking Earthward (continued from previous page)
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New Books on Hawks
by Paul M. Roberts, EMHW Founder & Member

1 - Clark, William S., and N. John Schmitt, Raptors of Mexico and Central America, Princeton 
University Press, 2016. (304 pp.)

2 - Forsman, Dick, Flight Identification of Raptors of Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East, 
Bloomsbury (Christopher Helm Guides), 2016. (544 pp) 

3 - Dunne, Pete and Kevin T. Karlson, Birds of Prey: Hawks, Eagles, Falcons, and Vultures of 
North America, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016. (305 pp)

In the past eighteen months at least three significant books of general interest on hawks have been 
published. This is an introduction to  (not a review of) them. One feature they have in common 

is that they have dramatically elevated the quality of photography in such books. The technological 
revolution in photography is enabling photographers to take “closer,” sharper, more dynamic photos 
than ever before, often of birds in action, and in habitat, not isolated and silhouetted in flight. You KNOW when looking at Dunne’s 
Birds of Prey that you’ve never seen these photos before because they are so distinctive. Second, these books have many half- or full-
page photos that are much more attractive and helpful than those 2” x 2.5” or smaller photos you’re familiar with. 

Bill Clark and John Schmitt’s Raptors of Mexico and Central America includes 69 species of raptors in 32 color plates by Schmitt 
and 213 color photos, along with range maps for each species. Schmitt’s plates are stunning and the 
color photographs generally magnificent. About 15 of the 69 species presented are regular migrants 
through the Commonwealth, but the guide includes spectacular photos of 54 that are not, including 
the White Hawk, the Barred Hawk, and the Gray-headed Kite. If you are heading south of the border 
down Mexico way, you HAVE to have this book. Even if you’re not heading south, this book will 
introduce you to some of the world’s most beautiful raptors and perhaps alter your plans.

Dick Forsman’s The Raptors of Europe and the Middle East; A Handbook of Field Identification, 
(589 pp), published in 1999, is one of the most beautiful, well written, informative raptor ID books 
I’ve ever seen. Forsman elevated the category to a new level 17 years ago, with hundreds of superb 
photographs and many line drawings supplementing clear, precise text on the field identification 
of European raptors. In 2016, Forsman published Flight Identification of Raptors of Europe, North 
Africa and the Middle East as a supplement, not a successor, to the 1999 guide, adding twenty 
species not covered in the first. Using entirely new digital photos (the 1999 book was based on 
film), the book’s pages typically have 2 to 4 excellent photos of raptors in flight. The text is clear, 
thorough, and precise. Each species account typically includes sections on Variation, Distribution, 
Behavior, Species Identification, Moult, Plumages (including Juvenile, First adult plumages, etc.), Sexing, Confusion Risks, Notes, 
and References, and there are special sections on species known or believed to be hybridizing. Typically, there are excellent multiple 
annotated photographs of each age class, especially of the larger species such as Eastern Imperial Eagle. (The 1999 volume [used] is 
currently available online at ABEbooks.com for around $25.) 

Pete Dunne writes with a dramatic yet fine verbal paintbrush, so you “see” what he describes, and 
his command of the language is second to none in the world of raptor literature. He knows how to 
“nuance,” qualify, and clarify. Pete’s new Birds of Prey, done with Kevin Karlson, speaker at our annual 
meeting, is not an update of Hawks in Flight but an overview of the natural history of 34 species. 
Each species is described according to: Etymology, Profile, Description, Measurements, Systematics/
Subspecies, Vocalizations, Distribution, Migration, Habitat, Breeding, Behavior/Hunting, Prey, and 
Status. That’s roughly eight pages per species. Karlson was photo editor, gathering and selecting 
hundreds of exquisite photos. Notably, the book is annotated, a distinct benefit for the reader! No 
matter your level of knowledge and experience, everyone should enjoy reading this book and gain 
new insights into many of our species.

All three books are available at Drumlin Farm’s Gift Shop, and online at Buteobooks.com, ABEbooks.
com, and Amazon, as well as some other select booksellers. 

1

2

3
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Woburn Elks Lodge
295 Washington Street

Woburn, MA  01801

Directions to the Annual Meeting

 From the North:  Take I-95 South (MA- 128 South) towards Waltham 
to exit 36 for Washington Street Woburn. Merge right 
onto Mishawum Road then turn right on Washington 
Street.  The Elks Lodge is 0.7 mi on the left at #295 
(just after Sal’s Pizza).

 From the South: Travel I-93 North (Boston) and take exit 36 (Stoneham/Woburn). Turn left onto Montvale Avenue, then right 
at the Speedway gas station to Washington Street. The Elks Lodge is 1.1 miles on the right at # 295 (next to 
Sal’s Pizza).

 From the West: Take I-95 North (MA-128 North) toward Peabody. Take exit 36 toward Woburn/Winchester. After traffic 
light, turn right onto Washington Street (south). The Elks Lodge is 0.8 mi on the left at #295 (just after Sal’s 
Pizza).

There is plenty of free parking behind the Elks Lodge.  
Additional free parking is available behind Sal’s Pizza in the mall next door (north).

 Beginning Balance (7/1/16) $ 9,757.95   -  176 paid memberships

Income Expenses
Memberships 3,529.00 Annual Meeting Speaker Fee -1,000.00

Donations 123.00 Hall Rental -600.00
Raffle 720.00 Refreshments -501.96

Silhouette Guide Sales 25.00 Annual Meeting Total (2,101.96)
Car Magnet Sales 55.00 Newsletters Production -200.00

Souvenir Mug Sales 230.00 Printing -330.00
Postage -194.35

 Newsletters Total (724.35)
Conferences Eagle Festival -50.00

Birders’ Meeting -92.00
Conferences Total (142.00)

Funding Tom Sayer -1,000.00
HMANA -250.00

 Funding Total (1,250.00)
Miscellaneous Paul, Julie award -122.00

P.O. Box Rental -108.00
Postage -94.00

Office Supplies -87.25
Printing Expense -121.04

Advertising -55.00
Total Income 4,682.00 Total Expenses -4,805.60

 Ending Balance (6/30/17) $ 9,634.35   -  178 paid memberships

2017 Treasurer’s Report
by Lynette Leka, EMHW Treasurer
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Barre Falls Dam - Fall 2016
by Donna Schilling, EMHW Contributor

Brilliant blue, endless blue, cerulean blue -- all describe the sky 
over Barre Falls on far too many days in 2016. From September 

10 through November 19, thirty-three of our fifty-seven observation 
days were reported as “clear” by the National Weather Service. That’s 
58%. Did this abundance of blue sky days detract from finding 
hawks? Yes, of course—especially those high-flying Broad-wings! 
Nevertheless, observers Dave Grant, Bill Lafleche, Donna Schilling, 
and Jim Emerton enthusiastically accepted the challenge.

Mid-September was warmer than normal and west winds 
predominated. The peak days passed without a significant flight, 
although other New England sites enjoyed a traditional Big Day on 
September 15. More Merlins (5) than Broad-wings (2) passed Barre 
Falls on September 17, a dubious honor. Following a frontal passage 
on September 20, Broad-wing numbers picked up throughout the 
region. During the last ten days of the month, Barre Falls recorded 
856 Broad-wings, 75% of our season’s total.

Mild days with light winds and sunny skies prevailed during the first 
three weeks of October. Conditions were not optimal for migration; 
nevertheless, a seasonal change could be detected by the increasing 
numbers of migrating Turkey Vultures, Northern Harriers, Red-
tailed Hawks, and that most reliable sign of autumn, Canada Geese. 
Barre Falls observers eagerly await the special October days when we 
record all three falcon species. In 2016, we hit the mark on October 4 
and October 8. At least one, and up to seven, three-falcon days have 
occurred every year from 2001 to the present. Late October featured 
cooler temperatures, partly cloudy skies, and favorable northwest 
winds. On October 26, we recorded five Red-shouldered Hawks, our 
highest daily count since 2014.

From November 1 through November 19, temperatures were above 
average and winds were generally northwest. We recorded an all-time 
November high of Bald Eagles (11), and our observation hours (51.5) 
were the most since 2009. However, among the observed species, only 
Red-tailed Hawk numbers (59) increased compared to 2015. Sunny 
skies, mild temperatures, a magnificent Bald Eagle, a brave Clouded 
Sulphur butterfly, and a “kettle” of good friends brought the season to 
a splendid close on November 19. 

BARRE FALLS DAM HAWK WATCH
Fall 2016 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 57
Total Number of Hours 243

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 290

Osprey 45

Bald Eagle 43

Northern Harrier 27

Sharp-shinned Hawk 267

Cooper’s Hawk 60

Northern Goshawk 1

Red-shouldered Hawk 10

Broad-winged Hawk 1,123

Red-tailed Hawk 145

Rough-legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 36

Merlin 22

Peregrine Falcon 8

Unidentified Raptors 49

Total 2,126
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Wachusett Mountain - Fall 2016

The fall of 2016 brought a slightly less than average flight (8,465 
migrating raptors) due, mostly, to a few periods of inclement 

weather in September. Seven days saw no coverage and several more had 
reduced hours of coverage for the same rainy reason. Then, the “weather 
gods” pitched us strong east-to-west winds thru and beyond the end of 
the month. Reports of good flights to our north (especially Clarry Hill 
in Maine) had little effect on our counts as the birds, apparently, were 
spirited straight thru New Hampshire and Vermont before finding an 
‘avenue’ running south. (Pack Monadnock in NH had 12,066 raptors by 
the end of September and 13,400 for the season.)

Now for some good news?! An unofficial estimate of observers is that 
we had a significant increase in new visitors to our watch. We had first-
timers nearly every day in September, many returning several times. My 
favorite pair is the couple who met last year – each on their first visit – 
and have been great friends ever since. Both are enthusiastic about what I 
call my “September family” and they helped out on several visits in 2016!

My bird of the year might have been the ‘Gray Ghost’ who passed by on 
9/15; it was the first male Northern Harrier I’ve seen pass by Wachusett! 
However, I switched the bird-of-year honors on 9/20 to the immature, 
dark-morph Swainson’s Hawk who gave us a lengthy view – first from 
above as it appeared low on the east side of the hill, then from below as 
it rose on a weak thermal to the south. I had ruled out a dozen or more 
species when visitors Kirk Moulton and his wife Lois started explaining, 
feature by feature, why it had to be a Swainson’s. They are familiar with 
the species due to numerous trips to the west coast (its normal range). 
We were blessed to have them visit for several days last fall – especially on 
the 20th! They shared wonderful tales of birding around the world during 
lulls in the activity at our site.

We also had a good view of a dark-morph immature Broadwing on 
September 22, spotted and identified by Paul Roberts. I hadn’t seen one, 
personally, since my week at Hawk Mountain (Kempton, Pennsylvania) 
in 2010.

Bottom line: even below-average years can be a blast! Surely, I hope 2017’s 
weather will bring the larger numbers of migrating hawks back our way; 
but yea or nay, I’m always looking forward to the next fall on ‘our’ hill!

Finally, many thanks to Bill Rasku and Ted Mara, along with visits by 
Chris Fisher and Marty McNamara, who kept the count going thru the 
last days of October and into November! 

WACHUSETT MTN. HAWK WATCH
Fall 2016 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 42
Total Number of Hours 260.75

Black Vulture 3

Turkey Vulture 215

Osprey 166

Bald Eagle 163

Northern Harrier 17

Sharp-shinned Hawk 451

Cooper’s Hawk 106

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-shouldered Hawk 18

Broad-winged Hawk 6,962

Swainson’s Hawk 1

Red-tailed Hawk 64

Rough-legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 107

Merlin 32

Peregrine Falcon 35

Unidentified Accipiters 33

Unidentified Buteos 19

Unidentified Falcons 0

Unidentified Eagles 0

Unidentified Raptors 73

Total 8,465

by Rod Chase, Wachusett Mountain Site Co-Coordinator 
(with Steve Olson), EMHW Board Members
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MOUNT WATATIC HAWK WATCH
Fall 2016 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 14
Total Number of Hours 91.75

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 168

Osprey 75

Bald Eagle 51

Northern Harrier 7

Sharp-shinned Hawk 157

Cooper’s Hawk 24

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-shouldered Hawk 1

Broad-winged Hawk 3,040

Red-tailed Hawk 2

Rough-legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 30

Merlin 6

Peregrine Falcon 2

Unidentified Accipiters 1

Unidentified Buteos 1

Unidentified Eagles 1

Unidentified Raptors 27

Total 3,593

Mount Watatic - Fall 2016
by Brian Rusnica, Mount Watatic Site Co-Coordinator  
and EMHW Member

The 2016 Fall Season at Mount Watatic’s hawk watch was a respectable, 
if ultimately disappointing one, as our counters recorded a total of 
3,593 migrants. The total number of birds, anchored by over 3,000 
Broad-winged Hawks, were just over half of 2015’s total of 6,360. 

92 hours covered over 14 days nearly matched last year’s coverage 
(106.5 hours), however much of that was accompanied by empty skies 
this past September. Looking at our neighboring sites of Wachusett 
Mountain and Pack Monadnock, we clearly missed some big potential 
migration days between September 20th and 23rd, which would 
account for some of the generally disappointing Broad-winged Hawk 
totals. More eyes are always appreciated on Watatic - so please reach 
out if you’d like to join us this coming season! 

Trends continued to be positive for some species, including Bald 
Eagles (51) and Ospreys (75). The 51 Bald Eagles represents the 2nd 
highest recorded total on Watatic, topped only by last year’s count 
of 60. A massive flight of Turkey Vultures recorded by Tom Pirro on 
October 15th made that species total (168) the highest figure since 
2001, and the 3rd highest ever. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk numbers were down this year, with just 157 
counted through the fall, again just under half of last-year’s total. 
American Kestrel numbers continued a disappointing trend, with 
only 30 sighted from the summit. Both Merlin and Peregrine Falcon 
totals were well below last year’s pace. 

The season’s best day was Thursday, September 15th, when 1,700 
Broadwings rolled through on a day of light N/NE winds and a helpful 
cloud cover. Our only “4-digit” day in 2016 featured multiple streams 
of 300+ birds passing through the high cumulus clouds on their way 
southward.

An extremely memorable highlight from 2016 was a long and 
satisfying look at a juvenile Northern Goshawk on September 24th. 
We deemed the massive accipiter to be a “local” bird, not showing 
strong migratory behavior, but its presence led to many high-fives 
among the crew. 

It is difficult to form much strong analysis from this down year, so 
watchers should be optimistic for a bounce back year in 2017. See you 
on the mountain! 
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Pinnacle Rock - Fall 2016
Submitted by Ted Mara, EMHW President

Site coordinator: Craig Jackson 
Observers: Lorene Melvin and Zoheil Zendeh PINNACLE ROCK HAWK WATCH

Fall 2016 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 18
Total Number of Hours 71.5

Turkey Vulture 6 

Osprey 0

Bald Eagle 10

Northern Harrier 5

Sharp-shinned Hawk 103

Cooper’s Hawk 42

Red-shouldered Hawk 1

Broad-winged Hawk 9

American Kestrel 6

Merlin 6

Peregrine Falcon 1

Unidentified Accipiter 1

Unidentified Raptors 9

Total 205

Whatever your skill or interest...

EMHW is your organization: help us make it a successful one!

• Hawk Counts: Would you be interested in helping with this 
year’s counts at any of the sites? Consider volunteering as a 
counter or assistant to one of the lead counters. Even one 
day’s commitment can be very helpful.

• Annual Meeting: Would you be able to help at the annual 
meeting? We’re always looking for assistance with any 
number of tasks at the meeting. Do you have an idea for a 
guest speaker for next year’s meeting?

• Website: Do you have photos of hawks or of people at any 
of the sites EMHW covers? Do you have suggestions for 
additional content or materials that could be added to the 
website? 

• Newsletter: Do you have an idea or article that could go in 
our newsletter? We welcome any submissions you may have 
for next year’s newsletter.

Contact Lynette Leka (lynette.leka@yahoo.com) for more 
information about any of these activities.

Get Involved in EMHW!

 © Shawn Carey
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BARRE FALLS DAM HAWK WATCH
Spring 2017 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 18
Total Number of Hours 60.3

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 10

Osprey 21

Bald Eagle 10

Northern Harrier 0

Sharp-shinned Hawk 17

Cooper’s Hawk 7

Northern Goshawk 1

Red-shouldered Hawk 2

Broad-winged Hawk 263

Red-tailed Hawk 37

Rough-legged Hawk 0

Golden Eagle 1

American Kestrel 4

Merlin 0

Peregrine Falcon 0

Unidentified Raptors 5

Total 378

Barre Falls Dam - Spring 2017

Barre Falls Dam is the only inland Central New England site reporting 
the spring hawk migration. From April 2 to May 3, eleven species of 
raptors were recorded, with a total count of 378. Numbers of Broad-
winged Hawks (263), Red-tailed Hawks (37), and Cooper’s Hawks (7) 
were above average compared to the last three years. Observations 
of Sharp-shinned Hawks and American Kestrels were considerably 
below average, while Osprey (21), Bald Eagle (10), and Red-shouldered 
Hawk (2) remained consistent with recent Spring counts. 

Light northwest wind and scattered clouds greeted observers Dave 
Grant, Jim Emerton, and Donna Schilling on April 2 when we 
recorded first-of-the-season Osprey and American Kestrels. Favorable 
weather continued throughout April with above normal temperatures 
and predominantly southwest to northwest winds. Nineteen Broad-
wings were recorded on the relatively early date of April 10, and the 
peak flight of 114 also occurred early, on April 17.

A fourth-year Golden Eagle was observed on April 9, and an adult 
Cattle Egret spent the day hunting the field adjacent to the watch site 
on April 17. 

by Donna Schilling, EMHW Contributor

 © Brian Rusnica
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Pilgrim Heights - Spring 2017
by Donald Manchester, Pilgrim Heights Site Leader 
and EMHW Member

The 20th season of the Pilgrim Heights Hawk Watch just concluded 
and it was a better year than the previous four years. The weather 

was a little more cooperative with the results being more observation 
hours and more raptors. It was not a significant increase, but enough 
to allow a total of fifteen species to be recorded.

This season was only the second time in the twenty years of coverage 
that two Kite species were recorded at Pilgrim Heights as part of 
the official count. A Swallow-tailed Kite was seen on May 3rd and a 
Mississippi Kite on May 19th. And on June 1st a single Black Vulture 
was also recorded. 

Non-raptor observations over the season included lots of common 
Raven sightings this year. And on three of the days there were three 
Corvid species recorded: Common Raven, Fish Crow, and American 
Crow. A fly-by of ten glossy Ibises was both memorable and unusual 
for the site. The whale show off-shore during the month of May was 
spectacular with finback, humpback, and right whales on the surface, 
spanning horizon-to-horizon, almost every day. Visitors to the site 
were awed by the continuous activity. 

Until next season, as the late Vernon Laux would say, “keep your eyes 
to the sky.” 

Special: 1998-2017 Pilgrim Heights  
spring migration summary on next page →

PILGRIM HEIGHTS HAWK WATCH
Spring 2017 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 41
Total Number of Hours 164

Black Vulture 1

Turkey Vulture 610

Osprey 90

Bald Eagle 8

Mississippi Kite 1

Swallow-tailed Kite 1

Northern Harrier 7

Sharp-shinned Hawk 80

Cooper’s Hawk 13

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-shouldered Hawk 4

Broad-winged Hawk 128

Red-tailed Hawk 58

Rough-legged Hawk 0

American Kestrel 130

Merlin 24

Peregrine Falcon 11

Unidentified Raptor 5

Total 1,171

 © Shawn Carey
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PLUM ISLAND HAWK WATCH
Spring 2017 Season Totals

Total Number of Days 30
Total Number of Hours 181.75

Black Vulture 0

Turkey Vulture 139

Osprey 45

Bald Eagle 8

Northern Harrier 131

Sharp-shinned Hawk 118

Cooper’s Hawk 15

Northern Goshawk 0

Red-shouldered Hawk 0

Broad-winged Hawk 2

Red-tailed Hawk 18

Rough-legged Hawk 3

Golden Eagle 0

American Kestrel 554

Merlin 67

Peregrine Falcon 15

Total 1,129

Plum Island - Spring 2017

The Spring 2017 hawk migration at Plum Island was surprisingly 
average, especially considering the weird weather this year. 

Comparing with our coverage on Plum since it resumed in 2006, we 
set an all-time record 181.75 hours of coverage in 2017 on a record 
30 days. We set an all-time record for Rough-legged Hawk (3), Short-
eared Owl (1), and tied the annual high total for migratory Bald Eagle 
(8), so despite a record number of hours and days, it required only 12 
birds of three species to set our only records.

Turkey Vultures (139) were well above average (55), but that needs to 
be taken with a more than a grain of salt because we changed criteria 
for counting TVs beginning in 2015, and it is very difficult to accurately 
separate migrant from local TVs. Ospreys at 45 were above average 
(35), and Northern Harriers (131) were well above average (98). 
Sharp-shined Hawks (118) were below average (138) and Cooper’s 
Hawk (15) about average, (16). Broad-winged Hawks (2) were above 
average (1), but those two were seen migrating seemingly closer to 
Rte. 95 than to Sunset Boulevard. Red-tailed Hawks (18) were above 
average (7), but again it is very difficult to separate migrants from 
locals. Our superstar, the American Kestrel (554), was above average 
(522). Merlins (67) were also technically above average (63), but that 
is significantly affected by a very low count in 2006 (5) due to relatively 
few hours and the timing of the coverage. Peregrine Falcons (15) were 
above average (8). Overall, we saw 1,129 hawks, which was above our 
average of 959. However, looking at the average of hawks per hundred 
hours of coverage (HPHH), we had 621 hawks per hundred hours in 
2017, below our average of 735. In other words, we really were about 
average, though at times it didn’t seem that good because we saw fewer 
birds per hour. 

However, there were above average experiences at Plum. We enjoyed 
four (slightly above average) three-digit flights (4/9 100; 4/16 202; 4/29 
150; and 5/3 124). We also enjoyed an incredible flight of 72 hawks on 
4/13 that in my mind surpassed many a three-digit day. 

April 13 was truly spectacular considering we had “only” 72 hawks and 
no rarities. Kestrels “owned” the day, entertaining hawk watchers with 
frequent feeding frenzies, hovering and perching every possible place, 
including close to us. We saw male and female kestrels hovering in the 
same “column,” providing excellent lessons on sexual dimorphism in 
kestrels. Three kestrels hovering, rotating places in the sequence time 
and again. Kestrels catching bugs and sitting down eating them in full 
view. Three female kestrels hunting cooperatively, pursuing a very 
small passerine (kinglet?) higher and higher while each kestrel made 
a swift pass at the passerine, succeeded by each of the other kestrels 
in a repeated “machine-gun-style” tail chase. The small bird escaped...
barely. Then there was the immature Peregrine Falcon that stooped 
on a female kestrel time and again—steep, fast stoops—“missing” 
each time. The Peregrine then “sauntered” past us in incredible light, 
revealing an immature bird with a bulging crop, so it was just jerking 
the little kestrel around. If that wasn’t enough, one imm. Cooper’s 

by Ted Mara, Plum Island Site Coordinator and  
Paul Roberts, EMHW Founder and Board Member 

continued on next page →
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Annual Election for Board of Directors
According to the EMHW bylaws, the Board consists of nine directors. There are six nominees on the ballot this year, with their 
biographies posted below. The members are to vote for THREE nominees only and those elected will serve a two year term. After the 
election, the six elected Directors will appoint three “Nominated Directors” to serve a one year term. The ballot is at the bottom of 
the membership form on the facing page.

Steve Anderson: Steve got hooked on hawks during his first fall visit to Mount Watatic in the early 80’s,and is still looking 
up. An appointed EMHW board member for a number of years, he currently serves as Recording Secretary. A semiretired 
carpenter/woodworker, Steve unwinds on wilderness canoe camping trips, has fun strumming his vintage Gibson, and 
greatly enjoys tending his square-foot garden.

Rod Chase: Three decades ago: a serendipitous drive up to the old gravel parking lot at Wachusett Mountain left me 
standing, frozen in awe, under a peel of hawks above and around me that lasted for 15 minutes. When it subsided, a 
small group of people up on “the rocks” started applauding. I wandered over and exclaimed: “That was so cool, what’s 
happening here?” It was Elliot Taylor who immediately offered “Welcome to the fall hawk watch” and then proceeded to 
fill me in. I was hooked! Now I cherish my ‘September family’ and strive to match the spirit of the friendliest “hawking 
school” that I’ve ever found. Second to seeing hawks, is my love of helping to excite new folks about the world of ‘raptor 
rapture’.

Ted Mara: Ted is, by his own admission, a hawk junkie. Active as a spotter on Wachusett Mountain in the fall and Site 
Coordinator at Plum Island during the spring, Ted has served on the Board for 10 years and is currently President. He is 
also a generally out of control walking enthusiast. Other interests include history, genealogy, and Patriots football.

Paul Roberts: Paul founded the Eastern Mass Hawk Watch in 1976, and has been a director for 41 years. He chaired 
the Hawk Migration Association of North America 1980-84, and served on the Board again from 2003-2011. Paul has 
been President of the NorthEast Hawk Watch since 1994. His leadership has led to the establishment of hawk watches at 
Wachusett Mountain, Mount Watatic and Plum Island.

Eric Smith: Eric grew up behind an Audubon Sanctuary, where he regularly visited the owls & hawks that were on 
display. He developed an interest in hawk watching and photographing all birds of prey. He loves to visit Plum Island and 
Wachusett Mountain during migration, or going north for eagles and osprey in Maine. Eric thoroughly enjoys helping 
with the good work that EMHW does, and has served on the Board for eight years.

Maryellen Stone: Maryellen started hawk watching in the 80’s after attending one of Paul Roberts’ Hawk Identification 
Workshops, and hasn’t stopped since. She was elected to the EMHW Board in 2013. Maryellen’s favorite Spring hawk 
watch sites are Pilgrim Heights in Truro and Plum Island in Newburyport. She volunteers at the Joppa Flats Education 
Center’s Bird Banding Station, located on the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge. Since retiring, Maryellen enjoys 
Fall hawk watching on Wachusett Mountain, and exploring creative ideas in photography.

Plum Island Report (continued from previous page)

Hawk rocketed past the platform about 6 inches off the ground, and seemingly as fast as a Merlin. A second Coop made up for that. 
It was as obliging a Cooper’s as I’ve ever seen, soaring leisurely out in front of us, passing slowly in circles low over us with excellent 
dorsal and ventral views. The photos by Judd Nathan were wonderful. What a day, though we saw fewer migrants than we expected 
considering the weather conditions. 

The non-raptor highlight April 13 was 8 Rusty Blackbirds, the “swinging doors” calling as they passed the platform. The second 
highlight was a lone male Purple Martin, a scout, arriving and exploring almost every gourd on the Martin pole. He sallied back and 
forth, trying gourd after gourd unsuccessfully, as the doors had been blocked to keep out House Sparrows.

We had a number of wonderful visitors to the platform this year, including several that returned multiple times. There is a special 
atmosphere on the platform at Plum, a great spirit of camaraderie that makes it an even better place to hawk watch, especially when 
there aren’t as many birds flying as you’d hoped for. Recently elected EMHW President Ted Mara officially succeeded Craig Jackson 
as the Plum Island site coordinator this year. 
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EMHW Board Member Ballot

Please vote for only three (3) of the six nominees to appoint them to serve on the Board as “Elected  
Directors” for a 2-year term. See the previous page for information about each candidate.

 ☐ Steve Anderson ☐ Paul Roberts

 ☐ Rod Chase ☐ Eric Smith

 ☐ Ted Mara ☐ Maryellen Stone

According to the EMHW bylaws, the Board consists of nine directors. There are six nominees on the ballot this 
year, with their biographies posted on the previous page. Shawn Carey, Ursula Goodine and Steve Olson were 
elected in 2016 for a two year term, so their names are not on the ballot. The members are to vote for three 
nominees only, and those elected will serve a two year term. After the election, the six elected Directors will 
appoint three “Nominated Directors” to serve a one year term. 

Annual Election for Board of Directors

Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone #: E-mail:

☐ I am a new member. ☐ I am renewing my membership.

☐ Contact me about helping at hawk watch sites.

Membership Dues:
Dues are for fiscal year September 1 through August 31 of the following year. Dues and gifts are NOT tax-deductible.

☐ Supporting $40

☐ Contributing $25

☐ Individual $10

☐ Additional Gift to EMHW $                          

Total Amount Enclosed: $                          

Please make checks payable to “EMHW” and mail with this form to: 
Eastern Mass Hawk Watch, PO Box 663, Newburyport, MA 01950 or bring with you to the Annual Meeting.
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Not a Member? Membership Lapsed? 
Our annual dues are only $10 and provide you with an annual newsletter which includes spring and fall hawk watch data. 
Additionally, the annual meeting alone is worth the value for we always provide exciting and educational speakers. We also host 

free identification workshops and other educational programs.

To renew or to become a member, fill out the form on page 19 and send a check made payable to Eastern Mass Hawk Watch,  
P.O. Box 663, Newburyport, MA 01950. Thanks!

Thanks 
Our sincere thanks to Steve Anderson, Shawn Carey, 
Rod Chase, Sabina Grady, Tom Graham, David 
and Ursula Goodine, Lynette Leka, Ted Mara, Don 
Manchester, Judd Nathan, Steve Olson, Paul Roberts, 
Brian Rusnica, Donna Schilling and Maryellen Stone for 
their contributions to this Newsletter.

Newsletter Designer & Editor: Sabina Grady,  
Grady Creative Services, www.gradycreative.com

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

Founded in 1976, Eastern Massachusetts Hawk Watch is an 
all-volunteer, member based organization whose mission is to 
promote the study, conservation, and preservation of hawks 
locally and on a continental scale by monitoring migration 
in Massachusetts; to share data for research and conservation 
purposes; to promote education and awareness of the 
identification of hawks and the issues related to migrating 
hawks; and to instill an appreciation for hawks in general.

Current Officers:
President: Ted Mara
Vice President: Shawn Carey
Treasurer and Membership Secretary: Lynette Leka
Recording Secretary: Steve Anderson

HAWK WATCH
Eastern Massachusetts

P.O. Box 663
Newburyport, MA 01950


